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ABSTRACT 

This thesis is a study of the history of the district 
of Fort Assiniboine, Alberta, 80 miles northwest of 
Edmonton on the Athabasca River, from the post's con- 
struction by the Hudson's Bay Company in 1823 to the 
agricultural settlement of the area-during the years 
immediately prior to.World War I. A trail was constructed 
between the post and Edmonton in the winter of 1824-25 by 
the Company. Fort Assiniboine, by virtue of this trail, 
was an important transport point for the Hudson's Bay 
Company on its transcontinental route from York Factory to 
the Pacific coast during Outfits 1824-1860. During 
Outfits 1861-1876 the post was a local transport point 
within the Company's Saskatchewan (later Edmonton) 
District. After the closure of the post in 1877 the area 
had a very isolated existence until the trail to Edmonton 
was revived during the Klondike gold rush as a part of an 
overland route from Edmonton to the Yukon gold-fields. 
Squatters began to take up land in the area in 1905 and 
settlement continued thereafter with the greatest influx 
oh proheces occurring during the years from 1911 to 1914. 
The trail to Edmonton served as an important route to the 
area for these incoming settlers. Presentation of the 
history of Fort Assiniboine in its transition from a fur 
trade post to an area with some degree of .settlement has 
been the primary objective of the thesis... The secondary 


objective has been to uncover and examine any elements of 
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continuity between the fur trade and settlement periods 
of “tha Alberta community. Elements of continuity did 
exist between the two periods in terms of Edmonton's role 
throughout as a service centre and depot for Fort 
Assiniboine and secondly in terms of the existence and 
use of the trail between the two places. 

The conclusions contained in this thesis are largely 
based on the examination of ut main primary sources. 
These are the archives of the Hudson's Bay Company in 
Ottawa (Public Archives of Canada microfilm copies to 
1870) and in Winnipeg (Provincial Archives of Manitoba, 
originals to 1900). The second main primary source is the 
collection of Homestead Files for the settlement period 
(Provincial Archives of Alberta, Edmonton). Numerous 
other primary and secondary materials, both published and 
unpublished were utilized, including personal Sawer ue sua 


with residents of the district. 
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PREPAC 

Several methods of usage in the text and footnotes 
of the thesis will be explained here. Many of the dates 
referred to are in terms of the Hudson's Bay Company 
*OULEIE™, oF fiscal year. This comprised the period from 
the summer of one-year through the spring of the next; 
thus the spring of Outfit 1824 would have been the spring 
of 1825. “The outfit ended on May 31 and: the next one began 
on June 1 of each year. In terms of the footnotes, 
"Hudson's Bay Archives" refers ta the archives of the 
Hudson's Bay Company at Winnipeg (originals) and Ottawa 
(microfilm copies to 1870). "Provincial Archives of 


Alberta" refers to that institution, located in Edmonton. 
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Chap teria 
Fort Assiniboine: Area and Origins 

Fort Assiniboine Wasiestablished in, L823 jon, the north 
bank of the Athabasca River very near to its junction with 
the Freeman River, 80 miles northwest of Edmonton. It 
began simply asa fur-trading post of the Hudson's Bay 
Company, but soon became, as the northern terminus of a 
horse portage from Edmonton, an important traverse point 
for brigades on the route to the Columbia and New Caledonia 
districts and the Lesser Slave Lake —- Peace River area. It 
continued in this role, with certain modifications being 
neice for the remainder of its existence as a Hudson's Bay 
Company post. This chapter will make a survey of the area, 
the native population and the origins of the establishment. 

The site ofthe ohdfort, at, about 54° 18° N yb? 48° 
e and marked by a Historic Sites and Monuments Board of 
Canada cairn, is in a large meadow a short distance above 
the bending river, which contains an island opposite the 
fort site. The modern village of Fort Assiniboine, con- 
tains a small number of buildings, with a hall on the site 
of the fort. The village and some farms are in the meadow. 
Although this adnan is now cleared of trees and brush, 
there is evidence to indicate that a part of it might pos- 
sibly have been timbered in previous years. Alexander 
Ross, discussing his 1825 journey through the area in his 
book Fur-Hunters of the Far West, spoke of the fort as 


2 
being almost hidden in thick woods. Perhaps the tree 
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cover on the meadow, if it existed, was removed during the 
settlement period after 1877. To the north, east, and 
west of the site and meadow rise low, wooded hills, which 
are also present to the south, across the river; the site 
is in fact on a low shelf in the valley of the Athabasca 
River. 

The immediate area of the fort can be set in a wider 
context; it is on the approximate border of the parkland 
and boreal forest areas of northern Alberta. As the ob- 
server travels from Edmonton to Fort Assiniboine, he will 
notice the open areas dotted with thick clumps of poplar, 
willow, and spruce trees which characterize the parkland 
region giving way to a more continuously-timbered area of 
smaller spruce, tamarack, birch, and aspen containing 
areas of bog known as muskeg. This area is as a rule more 
rugged than the parkland region, and the hills rising north 
of the fort’ are’ the beginning of the Swan Hills, a thickly- 
timbered region containing many muskeg areas and petroleum 
deposits. "The area of the fort isin the’ main watered by 
the Athabasca River, which begins on the eastern slopes of 
the Rockies and flows roughly northeast into Lake 
Athabasca. The creat forest, on the border area of which 
the fort is situated, is a region of smaller trees (spruce, 
tamarack, birch, aspen) which, because of their size, are 
of less value for lumber than for pulpwood. The soil is 
gray wooded, acidic, and highly leached; it is, agricul- 


turally speaking, marginally poor in many areas. It must 
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be noted here that the Peace River country of Alberta, 
Gaebiae good farmland, is not part of the boreal forest 
area. The boreal forest also contains many swamps (muskeg). 
The climate consists of very severe winters with cool, short 
summers. This area contains a number of animal, bird, and 
fish species: beaver, muskrat, bear, mink, fox, coyote, wolf 
deer, moose, otter, marten; geese, ducks, and grouse; white- 
fish and pike. As has been said already, Fort Assiniboine 
is on the border area of the parkland-boreal forest regions. 
Its temperatures are probably thus Reet warmer than 
farther north in the boreal forest region, while probably 
somewhat colder than in the parkland region. 

It is certain that bands of Crees and Assiniboines were 
among the Indians who lived in the wicinity Of. Home 
Assiniboine after 1790. This is attested to by David 
Thompson's note in his Narrative that Stone Indians 
(Assiniboines) and Nahathaways (Crees) came to trade at his 
house on Lac La Biche during the winter of aon and by 
an entry in the post journal for Fort Assiniboine in 1828 to 
the effect that these two tribes traded there and were 
present in the ee In addition, A.S. Morton comments 
that. the fort was named for a band of "'Strong-Wood* 
Assiniboins" who established their hunting area in this 
region. A.J. Ray also sheds light on the location of 
these tribes, and of some metis, in regard to Fort 


Assiniboine. Through analysis of statements made by 


Alexander Henry the younger in 1808, he makes the following 
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outline in map and written text: 30 lodges of Swampy 
Ground Assiniboines on the Pembina River, very close to 
its junction with the Athabasca; 60 tents of Strong Wood 
Assiniboines in the vicinity of McLeod's Branch, and 30 
tents of Assiniboines, Crees, and metis in the forests 
near Edmonton House. 

It is also possible that other tribes, namely 
Chipewyans, Beavers, and Saulteaux might have been in the 
area of the fort and possibly have come there to trade. 
“Hes tribes were enumerated in the rolls, along with the 
Crees, Slaves, Yellow-knives, and Dogribs, of Treaty 
Number 8. This particular treaty was made in 1899 with 
Indians in the area comprising nearly all of northern 
Alberta, large parts of northeastern British Columbia, and 
the North-West Territories southeast of Great Slave ete, 
Although not evidence as certain as that cited vis-a-vis 
the Crees and Assiniboines, I think these treaty rolls in- 
dicate that Chipewyan and Beaver Indians may have visited 
the fort and/or its vicinity, the site of the fort being 
on the southern boundary (the Athabasca River) of Treaty 
Number 8. The Chipewyans were situated mainly in the area 
of the Churchill ad Great Slave Rivers and Lake 
aia ia while the Beavers' country was on the north 
bank of the Peace River, whence they had been driven during 
the eighteenth century from the Athabasca River by the 
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Orieie’s:< This was in fact part of a push northward and. 


? 


westward at the beginning of the eighteenth century by the 
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Crees, newly armed with guns, which saw the Slaves (Beaver 
Indians) driven from the Athabasca River, Lesser Slave 
Lake, and south of the Peace River, to Great Slave Lake, 
and the Chipewyans driven north of the Churchill River. 

A general movement of tribes occurred, pushed north and 
west as part of-a chain reaction emanating from the 
initial surge of the Crees, who eventually took the wooded 
country north of the Saskatchewan ees Lo, walt) be 
noted that some problems arise in determining the identity 
of the Indians around Fort Assiniboine from the fact that 
the, term "Slaves" 2s sometimes used on its own and some- 
times.as a synonym for "Beavers"; A.S. Morton, for 
example, does ere hap It is also possible that some 
Saulteaux were imate, arean ofr the post .a, ae Vasa byp a 
member of. this tribe was recorded in the post journal of 
Poeioest. Their original home, from which some of them 
had drifted west as far as the Saskatchewan River valley 
and the Lesser Slave Lake area, was the forest area between 
Lake Superior and Lake ie ad I think it can be con- 
cluded that the native population of the area in question 
here consisted definitely of Crees and Assiniboines, 


possibly Beaver, Chipewyan, and Saulteaux Indians, and 


perhaps some metis. What were the characteristics of these 


people? 
The Crees, a tribe of the Algonkin linguistic 
ES 
family, called themselves Kenistenoag, or Nahathaway. 


There were two groups, the Woods Crees and the Plains Crees. 
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6 
They were much more warlike than the Chipewyans, and used 
the canoe and travelled mostly by water, again a difference 
from the Chipewyans. In terms of personal characteristics, 
they were mild, affable, hospitable, and scrupulously 
bsnadin 2 andemede their living by trapping, at which they 
were ean deat Sir Alexander Mackenzie described them 
as being well-proportioned, of moderate stature, and very 
active. They lived in teepees and wore leggingsy,loan- 
cloth, shirt, sometimes a cap or vest, and mocassins. The 
women had their own particular shirts, which were knee= 
length in opposition to the shorter ones worn by the men, 
and had sleeves covering the arms. Before the coming of 
European trade goods, their needs were fiddled through, the 
use of animal materials, such as awls made from moose bones. 
Their original country was in Manitoba and Saskatchewan 
between the Saskatchewan and Red Rivers, but they eventually 
occupied territory from Hudson Bay to the area north of 
the Saskatchewan River in Alberta and almost to Lake 
enlarge th: The Crees north of the Saskatchewan River, 
with whom we are concerned, practised a migratory system 
described by Ray as the "Parkland-Forest Exploitation 
Cycle." During the winter, they lived in the forest in 
small, isolated families, and then moved back into the 
parkland in the spring into large camps. In the winter 
they trapped fur and then moved south to live on buffalo 
for the spring and summer. This cycle was also true for 


19 
the Assiniboines of the same area. 
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The Assiniboines, also known as Stones or Stoney 
Indians, belonged linguistically to the group known as 
Sitouans. They were originally in the Lake Superior- 
Hudson's Bay area and gradually moved north and west and 
joined the Crees. They were dispersed at various points 
along the Saskatchewan River well up to its head-waters by 
1775, according to Henry. They were different from the 
Ureesiinn: bedngivat Wairst a plains: 2ather vtharr a’ woods 
peoples possibly they did ‘not use canoes. Their dress was 
Sim tay Cothnaeeonithe Plains Crees, and buffalo-hunting 
and trade in pemmican with the whites were important occu- 
pations for them. Polygamy was tee Already one can 
see tthe: emergence iof vane ‘interesting facet? of the ‘native 
ria niente of the area concerned: linguistic, and possibly 
cultural, diversity. The Crees and Saulteaux were 
Algonkins; the Assiniboines were Siouans; the Chipewyans 
and Beavers, who possibly were in this area, were 
Athapaskans. 


1 ay 
The Chipewyans and Beavers were members of the Dene 


(northern) group of Athapaskan-speakers. It has already 


been stated that the Chipewyans were less warlike than the 


Crees and did not use the canoe. They wore the pointed 
deerskin parkas from which their name was derived by the 
Crees, and subsequently by the whites. They have been 
described as innocent and natural in their manners and 
lives, just, sensible, and oe ee These ndasne were 


probably trappers who lived on the game found in their 
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country, such as beaver, moose, deer, fish, ete. Presum- 
ably the Beaver Indians resembled them in these 
characteristics. 

The Saulteaux were an Algonkin-speaking tribe of the 
forest. Also known as Ojibway or Chippewas, they were 
trappers and were valued by the Hudson's Bay Company and 
the, North West Company in that capacity. They were 
encouraged to come west to the Lesser Slave Lake and 
Saskatchewan River valley areas by the two trading con- 
Gecns (For ethvs Pesabachin 

: The last segment of the native population of the area 
to'be considered is the metis. Greups, oF chen = frved rn 
the forests near Edmonton House, and particularly in the 
area between Jasper House and Lac La Biche, where they 


were known, in company with old French-Canadian fur trad- 


ers as "freemen." These freemen frequented the fort for 
23 

trading purposes, and thus some métis were probably 

native to the area of Fort Assiniboine. These people 


probably practised the same parkland-forest exploitation 
cycle as the Crees and Assiniboines of the same area, 
trapping during the winter and hunting buffalo and trading 
pemmican during ielesb Nn G Hares or the yearer ielr 
ethnic identity can be guessed at; probably they were of 
English or French-Canadian blood mixed with Cree or 
Assiniboine. 

Of course Indians had probably always lived in the 


area of Fort Assiniboine. Whether or not the exact site 
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of the post was used by them cannot be determined in this 
thesis with its unavoidable lack of archaeological inquiry. 
At this point we pass to an account of the activities 
of white men in the area in the years preceding the fort's 
construction in 1823. Beginning with Peter Pond, who 
established a profitable post forty miles from Lake 
Athabasca in aie fur traders expanded into the rich 
fur-bearing Athabasca region and established many posts, 
such as the first Fort Chipewyan, constructed in 1788 by 
Roderick MacKenzie of the North West Company on the south 
shore of Lake Athabasca about eight miles from the mouth 
of the Athabasca Mere There was in fact great rivalry 
in this region between the Hudson's Bay Company and the 
North West Company, and in some cases violence occurred, 
as in the seizure and plundering in 1817 of the Hudson's 
Bay Company post of Fort Wedderburn on Lake Athabasca by 
the opposing Ge ee: Several fur posts were estab- 
lished in the more southerly areas of the Athabasca 
country in the neighbourhood of Fort Assiniboine, such as 
Jasper House in ee and at Lesser Slave Lake about 
eee Explorers also passed through the Athabasca 
Couey 305 ir. Alexander Mackenzie departed from Fort 
Chipewyan in 1789 on his voyage to the Arctic ee 
David Thompson travelled through the country around Font 
Assiniboine several times during the period 1799-1812. 


In 1799 he travelled overland between Edmonton and the 


Pembina River and then by water to Lesser Slave Lake, on 
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surveying trips; he then went east to Grand Portage by 
way of the Athabasca River and Methye Portage. In 1802 
Thompson travelled from Fort William to Lesser Slave Lake, 
and in.1804 spent some time at Lesser Slave Lake. In 1811 
Thompson traversed the Athabasca Pass through the Rocky 
Mountains; he travelled to Canada in 1812 by this pass and 
the Athabasca eta. After Thompson's traverse of this 
pass and the Athabasca River it was used by the Nor' 
Westers to cross the Rocky Mountains to Fort William. The 
Columbia express also travelled this route after 1821, as 
in the case of Peter Skene Ogden, to be discussed 
2 eae Thus there were definitely white men, of both 
the Hudson's ere and the North West Company, active 
in the Athabasca region and in the specific area of Fort 
Assiniboine prior to 1823. However, there is no sound 
evidence to indicate that the fort site was occupied by a 
post prior to 1823, when Fort Assiniboine itself was con- 
structeds W.G.P. Allen, a local historian, argues that 
the site was occupied by a post prior to 1823 in his 
unpublished manuscript eanincoee i eomnisnn the Pembina 
Hale ey .O0e 19 U2.) Ad Ven) se ideas will be examined briefly 
here, as his work is one of the few dealing directly with 
Fort Assiniboine. 

Allen states. that a post, called, "pemmican post", was 
built by Peter Pond in 1781 on an island in the Athabasca 
River, at the exact spot where migrant and Indian trails 


crossed the river. He states as well that this place was 
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we 
also refetred to as Hunter"s Lodge, and goes on to use 
the terms "Hunter's Lodge" and "Fort Assiniboine" inter- 
Pehacwpry Re This analogy is both self-contradictory and 
unfounded. The fort site is not on an island, but on the 
north bank of the river, as already stated. Thus Allen 
contradicts himself when he links "pemmican post" with Fort 
Assiniboine. His argument is also seriously weakened by 
tne -only reference available to "Hunter's Lodge." Gabriel 
Franchere was an Astorian who returned to Canada in 1814 by 
way of Athabasca Pass and the Athabasca River. fFranchere 
describes in his’ journal how he found a post three to four 
days downstream from Rocky Mountain Fort (later Jasper 
House), where canoes were kept for passing ie 
Franchere provides no further specifications as to the 
post's location, and Dr. W. Kaye Lamb refers to the post 
in a footnote as hr aee eee HE Although such a post 
may have existed in the area of Fort Assiniboine, there 
is no sound evidence that it occupied the same site as 
Cie Levee i Ort. Tints 6c Lo Cheameaenat Ti. nuclely, S 
arqgumenre Ln regard co tie FOEU Gives History prior to 
1823 are unproven and self-contradictory. Their reli- 
ability is in any case seriously limited by the author's 
failure to substantiate his arguments with references or 
biblregraphy. ‘There’ is’ no sound 6vaidence of Eurepean 
act RVaty at the’ site of the post prior to fhe construction 


of Fort Assiniboine in 1823. What, then, were the 


circumstances surrounding the fort's origins? 
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Fort Assiniboine, the second post in Western Canada 
36 
to bear the name, was established as part of a program 
in the Northern Department of Rupert's Land to revive 


posts or districts which were exhausted or close to be- 


coming so by building or reopening other posts, to attract 


‘customers from the overloaded ones. ;he post at Lesser 


Slave Lake was to be abandoned in favor of a new post 
located on the Athabasca River at its junction with the 
McLeod River; this new post eventually became Fort 
Assiniboine, at its present fier maint The minutes of 
the Council of the Northern Department of Rupert's Land 
for July 1823 record the following resolution: 
64. That the present Post of Lesser 

Slave Lake if practicable be 

abandoned and that a Post at 

McLeods Branch be _substituted 

in-place thereof . 

It is interesting at this point to explore some of 

the circumstances peniun this decision. The evidence in- 
dicates that George Simpson played a decisive part in the 
proceedings here, which of course is not overly surprising, 
he oie his position as Governor-in-Chief of the Northern De- 
partment. On February 14, 1823, Simpson arrived at the post 
of ikegex Slave deine on an inspection tour to Athabasca, 
Great Slave Lake, Peace River, Lesser Slave Lake, and the 
Saskatchewan River District. He conferred with the oft r.cle Tr 
in charge, Chief Trader William Connolly, and agreed with 


him that Henry's House should be reopened the following 


year, in order to draw off some of the Indians and free 
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traders frequenting Lesser Slave Lake, which was in danger 
39 
of exhaustion. By May 1823, Simpson had decided on the 


post at McLeod's Branch as well as giving consideration to 
one farther west, such as Henry's House. This is documen- 
ted in his correspondence with William Connolly, which also 
reveals some dissent in Council regarding the Governor's 
ideas. Simpson wrote to Connolly on May 8, 1823: 


I have given much attention to the 
affairs of McLeod's branch and Jasper's 
House (say Smoky River) and it is my 
opinion that they should both be estab- 
lished from Lesser Slave Lake; Mr. 
(Colin) Robertson however is of a 
different way of thinking, ... he wishes 
them to be attached to the Saskatchewan 
Department, and means to lay his claims 
before the council, but if we confine 
ourselves to matters of expediency I do 
not think he is likely to carry his 
point... I have conversed with several 
lndians time regard ito,the, state. of) the 
Pambina and Athabasca Rivers, and they 
seem to think that there is abundance of 
Water at all Seasons for Boats; the 
Pambina Portage is about 50 miles across, 
and Horses loaded with two pieces each 
can perform the trip in four Days in the 
Autumn & six Days in Spring. 


Eighteen days later, on May 26, 1823, it was recorded in 
the Lesser Slave Lake district journal that Simpson had 
given instructions that a post be established on the 
Athabasca River hen McLeod's Branch, and that the 
Strongwood Crees and Assiniboines were to be attached to 
hath It must have been at some time after July 1823 that 
the decision was made as to the actual site of the fort, 


for it was open, under the name of "Athabaska River House", 


during the summer of 1823. Ranald McDonald was in 
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charge. Further insight into Simpson's decisions and 
the attitude of the Council toward them is given in a 
second Letter, from ham to Connolly,, dated January 10, 
1824: 

All the opposition that was made in 

Council” ta’-the Establishment of McLeod's 

Branch did not alter the opinion [I 

formed ‘on that, subject while on the spot 

+4, therefore, confidently, expect, that 

in the event of your having arrived too 

late last fall to effect those changes, 

the necessary steps will be taken this 

spring conformable to the Minutes of 

ounces i. 
It is lamentable that the above words of Simpson's do not 
give more information on the nature of the councillors' 
arguments. in regard to the establishment of the post or 
the reasons for its present location. The question of why 
Fort Assiniboine was located on its present site and 
neither at McLeod's Branch, as per Council's resolution, 
nor above the same, as per Simpson's instructions, must 
remain, at least for the moment, unanswered. It is clear, 
nevertheless, that George Simpson had a decisive influence 
on its establishment. 

As mentioned above, the fort was opened during the 
summer of 1823, under the charge of Ranald McDonald. It 
is referred to as "Athabasca (or Athabaska) River House" 
in the Edmonton House journal entries which contain the 
above information, although John Work referred to it using 


its proper name. He passed through on his way to the 


Columbia in the autumn of 1823, while construction was 
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still in progress and mentioned McDonald: 
About noon arrived at a new house 

which Mr. McDonald, the gentleman who 

is superintending the building, calls 

Fort Assiniboyne. It is situated on 

the north bank. This “is the house 

that was to have been built at McLeod 

Branch. 
Unfortunately this description contains no definite 
ipormactron about “tne fort's construction; "House" ‘did Tot 
necessarily mean a single dwelling but was applied to a 
post in general, as in the name "Edmonton House." Thus it 
Looampossable to ted! from Wor"s comments whether the fort 
at this time consisted merely of “one building or of ‘sev~- 
eral. Construction must have begun in the summer when the 
fort was opened and continued into the fall; there were 
probably several buildings. One probably housed the 
trading store and quarters for the gentleman in charge, 
With*one or two buildings Nousing “the servants and their 
families. There was probably a fur press as well. 

The staff at Fort Assiniboine was small during this 
first year of operation (1823-24). The manager was Ranald 
McDonald, who filled this position during the summer of 
1823 and during the winter as well. McDonald arrived at 
Edmonton House on October 4, 1823 and departed the next 
day fot his post. The writer of the journal noted that 
the post's outfit had not yet arrived; McDonald was prob~ 
ably in search of supplies. He returned to Edmonton on 


Uctober Tl of the same year to get supplies, as his outfit 


had still not arrived from Lesser Slave Lake. He 
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departed three days later. On both of these trips he had 
a boy with him, referred, to as; "Parissien's’ sons" «This 
aay was the son of a servant named Jean-Baptiste Parissien 
or pee ocen who was hired at Fort Assiniboine in 1823 and 
who will be discussed in the following faim 
McDonald does not _appear to have been a distinguished man 
of the Company's service. He served in the Saskatchewan 
District during the period 1822-23, when he was described 
in the Company's records as steady, but inactive, sickly, 
deficient in learning, and noti-a good clhenk or tradery .\He 
served in the Lesser Slave Lake District in 1824 and re- 
turned to Canada in that ge In his assignment to 
Fort Assiniboine, McDonald cee Chief Trader Joseph 
helix pla Rocque, who was -appoanted to the Mckeod's Branch 
establishment bythe Council of the Northern Department in 
Juty. 1823;, che same wesolution tpriovided jai clerk tand two 
men to constitute the summer med bows plike iyw there 
fore, sthat. the flort..vas open: during the summer, of 1824. 
La Rocque served in the Saskatchewan District during ees, 
Durang: the farst year, .of tes. exisitence,.the.f ont,was 
attached to the Lesser Slave Lake post, and through its’ 
attraction of the heed thea from the Saskatchewan River 
increased the parent post's ee ra Lhee outta t, Tomine 
post was to come through Lesser Slave Lake, and was in- 
eluded in the, total. outfit for, the lesser plave, Lake 
District... This. was bo comprise: 96) paecces pity a Gury icanioes, 
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navigated by 21 men. There is no mention of the post's 
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returns coming to Edmonton in the spring; they were 
undoubtedly taken to York Factory as part of the Lesser 
Slave Lake District returns. 

Fort Assiniboine was constructed as a post for the 
Woods Crees and AsSiniboines, and the Hudson's Bay Company 
took pains to ensure that these tribes availed themselves 
biythe new facility. During the month-of Uctober 1825 men 
from Edmonton talked to the Indians and attempted to 
persuade them to go to the new post. fhe Edmonton post 
journal contains an entry of October 6 stating that Patrick 
Small and George Ward intended to go to the Strong Wood 
Assiniboines and persuade them to go to Athabasca River, 
the post intended for them as well as the Crees. The 
Indians seem to have been unenthusiastic at first about the 
new establishment; the above entry also contained the 
writer's opinion that neither tribe would like the new 
policy. Two days earlier, the journal mentions, the Strong 
Wood Assiniboines had gone to the "old white mud house" 
(Old White Mud Fort, west of Edmonton) but not to the 
Athabasca River House; they wanted their supplies from 
Edmonton. An entry on October 8 recorded that Small ob- 
tained a favorable response from three Stone (Assiniboine) 
Indians; the writer of the journal, however, was uncertain 
of the. soundness of their promises to go to Athabasca 
River House and pass the winter there. The Company's firm 
resolve was portrayed in Small's telling them that all 


other doors would be closed to them. The Indians, 
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nevertheless, clearly did not want to go to Fort 
Assiniboine; on October 10 two Thickwood Assiniboines 
came to Edmonton and declared their reluctance to go ta 
the new post. Rowand persuaded them to go, giving them 
some tobacco and ee enemas The Company obviously was 
endeavouring to-.get the new establishment off to a good 
Cart. 

Travellers on their way to the Columbia also passed 
through Fort Assiniboine during 1823; Peter Skene Ogden 
was taking the express through and left his Family at the 
nace He was accompanied by John ean 

Thus progressed the first year of the new post's 
existence. There was probably some trading through the 
winter even if the Indians were not very enthusiastic at 
first about the fort; they would be supplied with goods in 
the fallvand,would bring their furs,in, until at last 
spring came and the returns were sent out to York Factory. 
As already mentioned, the fort was probably open during 
the summer of 1824. 

Fort Assiniboine's seebng year in existence was an 
important one, for during this time the post was desig- 
nated an important traverse point on a transcontinental 
trade route. .The’ reute actually began to be uséd in 


1825.  ihie.second period in Fort Assiniboine 's history 


forms the subject for discussion in the next chapter. 
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The first Fort Assiniboine, also known as Fort La SOUL iS), 
was built by the North West Company on the Assiniboine 
River, two miles north of the mouth of the Souris aver, 
an L7IS. 
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at Lesser Slave Lake district journal, OZL=725', 
Hudson's Bay Archives, B. 115/a/6. This note was given to 
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ee Edmonton Post journal, 1823-24. Hudson's Bay 
Archives, B. 60/a/22. The location of Whitemud House or 
Old Whitemud Fort, was at a point near the mouth of 
Wabamum Creek. See J.G. MacGregor, A History of Alberta 
Cedmen tains e977 2 ig Mow OS3'. 


4% Binns, Peter Skene Oqden, pp. 75, 84 and 
bamonton Post journal, Uctober 6, 18235.. Hudson's, Bay 
Archives, B. 60/a/22. Ogden's family is noted as having 
made their way from Fort Assiniboine to Edmonton with 
Ranald McDonald. This would have been prior to the 
clearing of the portage trail between the two posts in 
L824. 
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Fort Assiniboine 1824-1861: 
Years of Greatest Versatility and Importance 
The year 1824 was an important one for Fort 
Assiniboine. During that year the post was elevated from 
a simple trading establishment to include among its func- 
tions that of being a way station on a transcontinental 
trade artery. It also became an important way station in 
the local network of the Saskatchewan District. Both of 
these changes were by virtue of a horse trail between 
Edmonton and Fort Assiniboine which was ordered to be 
constructed in the autumn of 1824 by George Simpson. This 
road connected the Athabasca River route via Athabasca 
Pass to Fort Vancouver, and later Fort Victoria, with the 
Saskatchewan River system and related river systems to 
York Factory, thus completing the links of the transcon- 
tinental chain. In terms of the Saskatchewan District, 
the road connected the posts of Jasper House and Lesser 
Slave Lake through Fort Assiniboine to Edmonton. Later 
Lac Ste. Anne, south of Fort Assiniboine, was also added 
torte ast of posts connected to Edmonton by the trail. 
This period, which continued through Outfit 1860, was that 
of Fort Assiniboine's greatest importance and versatility. 
Eventually administrative developments within the Hudson's 
Bay Company led to the abandonment of the toverland route 
and the end of Fort Assiniboine's transcontinental sig- 


nificance. The post then reverted to the status of a way 
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station of local importance, which was somewhat diminished 
by local developments, and a fur trade post. 
The eee of the Edmonton-Fort Assiniboine Trail 

the, origin of the trail. ferms the first. subject. for 
discussion. As stated above, this trail (see Maps 1 
to 4) was ordered to be constructed through the forested 
country from Fort Assiniboine to Edmonton in 1824; the 
order was given by George Simpson when he journeyed to the 
Pacific. coast lirom, York factory,in that De Thus the 
trail was mot extant or in use prior,.to this date. ‘Al- 
though there had been travel between Edmonton and ROEt 
Assiniboine during the year of Outfit 1823 as described in 
the previous Aigten es no evidence exists that any recog- 
nized, established trail had been cut between the two 
points. W.G.P. Allen, whose work The Trail Through the 
Pembina Valley 1790-1912 was discussed in the previous 
chapter, propounds certain ideas on the Sibert. of. the 
trail's origin. He states that David Thompson, on his way 
from Fort William west to Lesser Slave Lake in 1802, 
travelled over the trail between Edmonton and the site of 
Bort ee ae J.B. Tyrell declares, on this subject, 
that although Thompson's route is unclear from his 
journals, he probably travelled overland from Augustus 
(Edmonton) to Athabasca pecs Thus it is not indicated 
that any definite trail ec cee Allen proceeds to state 
that the North West Company used the Augustus~Athabasca 


Pass route from 1811, with one Marcel Dubois serving as 
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tratl master from that date tor LBS 5% Mr. Allen does not 


justify his statements with references to sources, and 
there is no record of any Marcel Dubois in such a position 
for the Hudson's Bay Company. Allen's arguments are thus 
very questionable. There was no regular or established 
trail between Edmonton and Fort Assiniboine before the 
construction of the track ordered by Simpson in 1824, as 
far as evidence indicates. 

The construction order for the trail came From 
Simpson in the course of a journey from York Factory to 
Fort George on the Pacific coast in 1824-25. The old 
route to the Pacific coast was from York Factory via the 
Hayes River and Lake Winnipeg to the Saskatchewan River 
as far as Cumberland House, where the route swung north 
to the Churchill River system and by way of it to the 
Athabasca River. This river was then ascended to Jasper 
House, where the travellers, brigades, Columbia express, 
etc. crossed the Athabasca Pass to Boat Encampment on the 
Columbia River, which they descended to Fort Vancouver 
and Fort George. Simpson proposed to replace the Hayes- 
Saskatchewan sector and get “to the Churchi li from York 
Factory by the Nelson River and its tributary tre 
Burntwood River, and then go on as My ret his WLap, 
the most important objective of which was to inspect the 
Columbia District, Simpson tried his proposed route, and 
proceeded, arriving at Fort Assiniboine on (eéteber 2, 1824. 


On the way there he had severe trouble with the practically 
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unnhavigab le..Beaver, River, part ofr the Churchill system, 
due to its very low-water level and resultant difficulty 
8 
Por’ tne. canoes sin yehiedr passage. 
ine journal sente es Gin Merk ye Lurslraderand Empire 
for the time during which Simpson was at Fort Assiniboine 
Contain the memtion.of his: reasons. fer his decision to 
have the trail censtructed. Jeahm Rowand, the: officer in 
charge of the Saskatchewan District, had left York Factory 
with his district's outfit in July 1824, while Simpson had 
9 

not departed until August I> .«f that. year. Rowand, 
travelling by the Saskatchewan River to Edmonton and thence 
overland to Fort Assiniboine, had arrived at the post four 
days before Simpson, hoping to confer with the Governor. 
Rowand, however, had been pressed by affairs at tdmonton 
and had had to neturn there. Sampson wrote an his journal 
that Rowand's speed from York Factory in addition to the 
defects of the Beaver River route resulted in his decision 
to effect new transport arrangements to go into effect 
immediately: 

saathe circumstances of Mr. Rowands 

having,.go bytes this, places d rom Edmonction 

after accompanying his loaded Brigade 

from York thereby performing the Voyage 

in... Days shews how much shorter the 

route is by the Saskatchawaine than by 

the Beaver River and accounts for some 

arrangements I am about to suggest and 

have taken steps for carrying into 

effect without further. delay which) d 

have no doubt the Honble. Committee & 

Council wid approve... eh Poms Several 

remarks in the course of this narrative 


will be seen the tediousness and un- 
certainty of the Beaver River 
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Navigation even to half laden North 

Canoes rendering the voyage extremely 

harassing to the people requiring much 

expensive and precautionary arrange- 

ment in regard to provisions assistance 

from Freemen &c&c and in dry Seasons 

incurring the risk of not getting to 

the Wintering Grounds before the Ice 

sets in, but above’ all; the heavy 

expence occasioned by this route in 

Men's-Wages it being impossible to 

substitute Boats for Canoes.- 
Simpson then proceeded to illustrate in his journal the 
proposed transport system. It was a concise, economical, 
and efficient plan. The brigades for Cumberland House, 
and the districts of Saskatchewan and Lesser Slave Lake, 
and the Columbia express were to travel together from 
York to Cumberland House, where that post's outfit would 
be dropped off. The rest would continue to Edmonton by 
the Saskatchewan River where the outfit for the Lesser 
Slave Lake District and the Columbia express would pro- 
ceed to Fort Assiniboine and then transfer to boats. The 
Lesser Slave Lake District outfit would proceed down the 
Athabasca River, up the Lesser Slave Lake River and on to 
the post. The Columbia express would ascend the 
Athabasca to Jasper House (sometimes referred to as the 
Rocky Mountain House) cross the Athabasca Pass to Boat 
Encampment, and descend the Columbia River to Fort 
Vancouver, the headquarters of the Columbia DiSsur Les 
This fall routine would be reversed in the spring to 


bring the returns and Columbia express to York Factory. 


Simpson planned by using this route to achieve better 
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protection from the hostile plains tribes (with the 
strong brigade) and to decrease the number of men needed 
for transport from 79 to 45 by the abandonment of the 
Beaver River route and its associated problems. This 
route required the use of more men in the North canoes 
than were peedet.duaves: boats and also required men to 
bring provisions from the Saskatchewan and hunt in the 
area for provisions. Simpson contemplated that this new 
route would save the Company £1,000 per Seria Simpson 
then declared that to illustrate the practicality of the 
new route, the returns of Fort Assiniboine would be taken 
out in the spring of 1825 over the track he had bargained 
to have cut by Jacques Cardinal, a well-known freeman of 
the area, and that he would return to York Factory by the 
new eer. It would thus seem that at first glance 
Simpson was influenced into selecting the new route by 
the two factone described above - Rowand's speed in getting 
to Fort Assiniboine and the various defects of the Beaver 
River. However, other evidence conclusively proves that 
Simpson had the idea of the track in mind before he arrived 
at Fort Assiniboine. 

Simpson did not specifically list the resulting 
benefits of abandoning the difficult Beaver River route - 
affording greater protection for the brigades, and economy 
in terms of men and money - among his reasons for select- 


ing the route in his journal entries, but they obviously 


played a part. in his decision. It is unlikely that 
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Simpson considered these factors and worked out the 
travel arrangements described above solely on one day in 
Fort Assiniboine after a decision based on Rowand's trip 
and the Beaver River. E.E. Rich declares that Simpson 
was constantly pondering such a plan, and describes the 
factors not mentioned by Simpson as causes of his 
“ere The fact that Simpson had made this decision 
prior to his arrival at Fort Assiniboine is illustrated 
by two early decisions. He made a bargain with Jacques 
Cardinal to cut the road during the winter and spring of 
1824-25. This bargain, however, was not made at Fort 
Assiniboine, but on Portage La Biche at a point on or 
near the banks of the lake of the same name, on September 
Zu, their Simpson said in his entry for that day: 

With Cardinal the Freeman I made an 

agreement that he should in the 

course of this ensuing Winter and 

Spring get a Horse track or road cut 

from Fort Assiniboine to Edmonton 

House Saskatchewaine which I shall 

have occasion to speak upon 

hereafter. 
Simpson arranged for the trail to be cut before he reached 
Fort Assiniboine. Secondly, there is evidence to indicate 
that Simpson had decided during the summer of 1824 to 
experiment with organized communication between Edmonton 
and Fort Assiniboine. The Llabter "Ss outrit of 30 pieces 
was to go in one boat manned by six men with the 
Saskatchewan brigade to Edmonton and thence overland to 
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Council of the Northern Department. Simpson was present 
at this ee mee and as Governor must have had an in- 
Phuence “or the decision. ' In all Likelihood the plan for 
the trail was already germinating in his mind and he 
Wanted to investigate its feasibility. Thus, although 
the actual arrangements for its construction were not 
made until the autumn of 1824, George Simpson was making 
plans for the project shortly ‘prior’ to that time. 

Whether or not the idea of the trail was wholly 
simpson's)'is a matter for conjecture. The Governor, in 
ime’ course ‘or Nis return journey in L825 to York Factory, 
noted in his journal that he was the only one to have 
thought of the idea and all credit thus belonged to ti 
W.P. Baergen, however, in an M.A. thesis entitled The Fur 
imader at ‘lesser Slaven hake" tol oslealy says that Chief 
Trader William Connolly, in charge at Lesser Slave Lake, 
had advocated use of the Saskatchewan route and so on to 
supply lesser Slave Make in ‘has =anmual report tor 1823. 
Mr. Baergen’s‘only citation on) this’ subject. quotes 
Connolly as saying that the transport system was his 
greatest PebB utente This 1s" teurbrier ard” yaque, in. my 
Opinion, to dispose: of Simpson"seassertion. Also, it 
seems odd that the Governor would have made the statement 
ne did af Connolly had mentioned rohe traad an his (report, 
which Simpson due to his office must have seen. There= 


fore, it must be concluded that although other persons 


might have conceived the idea of the Fort Assiniboine- 
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Edmonton route and the consequent arrangements for the 
trade, no certain evidence has come. to light that such 
Was the case... “Right of idiscovery”" belongs to,Simpson. 
The. trail was, cut: during the winter and spring of 
1824-25, and Simpson travelled over DGeONh ahkS, eEU ry Ao 
York Factory, remarking that it was passably good for 
horses but not carriages or sleds. Chief Factor McIntosh 
of Fort Assiniboine had left for Edmonton with his returns 
20 
shortly before Simpson arrived. The road was to become 
aa nporbant pamt. of she route firom Vork Ractory to the 
Pacific, and Fert Assiniboine a key.-post on it. It made 
Ze 

Edmonton an important traverse point as well, to which 
were tied the Lesser Slave Lake District posts, and the 
Columbia and New Caledonia Districts through the passage 
of their express, employees, and certain sundries. In 
effect a major route change for the Company took place, 
which reinforced the importance of the Saskatchewan route. 
ekee phtuheh Says pot, he new proukes 

It was a shrewd and well-planned 

project, which worked well and which 

the self-confident little Governor 

put into action before his Council 

had a chance to discuss and approve it. 

He reckoned on a certain saving of a 

thousand pounds a year, and events jus- 

tified him; the horse-route became an 

undisputed part of the overland road 

from Canada to the Rockies.22 
A Year of Transition 

The year 1824-25 can thus be seen as a transitional 


one for Fort Assiniboine. While not officially attached 


tothe Saskatchevan, District, it recelyed its Supplies 
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by that sector of the Northern Department. One important 
outcome of the decision to clear the trail was Simpson's 
eorresponding directive in his journal that Fort 
Assiniboine was to be attached to the Saskatchewan 
ei es Thus during this year Fort Assiniboine under- 
went a reorientation from the Lesser Slave Lake District 
to the Saskatchewan District, and particularly Edmonton. 
It received its outfit through Edmonton, and, as mentioned 
above, its) returns, wenteout; by thiseroute. eThusi Chief 
Factor McIntosh's trip to Edmonton and through to York 
Factory with the returns is the first known instance of a 
payload travelling over the newly-constructed trail. 
Another indication of the new tie to Edmonton was with 
regard to staff. On his stopover in 1825, Simpson decided 
that George Deschambeault, the clerk in charge in 
MeIntosh's absence, was too inexperienced for even tempo- 
rary command of a post. He resolved to replace him for 
the summer with either Patrick Small or Henry Fisher, Jr. 
from CT ye naa si Fisher was ee Str Thus, as part 

of the transition, Edmonton became a staff.base for the 
other post, a trend which was to continue. Another facet 
of the attachment to Edmonton was that Fort Assiniboine 
was to be open in the summer of 1825 and attached to the 
Saskatchewan District; this measure of the Council of the 
Northern Department (passed in July hee bears perhaps 


further evidence of Simpson's plans for the new arrange- 


ment being partly or wholly formulated prior to his 
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arrival at Fort Assiniboine in October 1824. The year 
1824-25 can, then, be seen to have been an important one 
forthe opost:, marking its transition from)a -simple,trading 
establishment of the Lesser Slave Lake District to an 
important way station, in the Saskatchewan Distriet. 
During this year of transition the winter staff 
consisted of approximately eight men: Chief Factor William 
McIntosh; clerk George Deschambeault; and a number of 
servants. These servants were: summermen Pierre Lemai or 
Lemais, who also used the surname Delorme, and Jean- 
Baptiste Parisien; middlemen Enos Delorme and Joseph 
Lafevre; steersman Ayette Gonrague; foreman Jacques 
Aranian, and a man of undisclosed rank named hua 
During the summer of 1825 Henry Fisher Jr. replaced 
Deschambeault. The other men at the post during the 
Summer were Parisien, who had a wife and six children, and 
a man named Bernier who had a wife and two ge 
The others would have been employed with McIntosh in crew- 
ing the Saskatchewan brigade to York Factory. This number 
of men on staff does not represent an increase over the 
staff level of 1825-24; 1824 ws simply ioherrae sky Out T Le 
about which good information on the staff appears. During 
1824-25, the routine activities around the fort most 
likely closely resembled those of the previous year. 
Trade was ree on, 871 beaver being taken fae The 


servants spent their time in gathering provisions, repair- 


ing buildings, and doing other such menial tasks, while - 
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the traders would be occupied with dealing with their 
customers, keeping accounts and journals, and cor- 
respondence. There were exceptions to this in regard to 
the trail. Preparations were undoubtedly made for the new 
role of way station which would be assumed the following 
year; acstable and corrals were probably constructed; there 
would have been activity in provisioning Cardinal, who was 
cueing the tran; “horses far “the portage might Nave *been 
HecCerved) ror wedmonton. 9 inthe *spring “the ‘returns Ler, 
probably an late Aprad, “on their way to York Factory ‘over 
Ee Mey Grautt, and there was movement of men and supplies 
to and communication with Edmonton over the summer. Un- 
fortunately the post journal for this year, which could 
undoubtedly shed light on this subject, is missing. 

The period comprising Outfits 1825 to 1860 forms the 
nextveubyechiforlconsiderations The tral and new network 
came into regular local and transcontinental use during 
Outfit) 1825, and the last recorded transcontinental move- 
ments through Fort Assiniboine occurred in the year of 
Oditfit L860. This) period thus- marks the’ cine of Fort 
Assinaboine’s fullyfruation’ as*aytrading’ post and as 4 
local and transcontinental way station. The treatment 
here of this period will be a topical one, beginning with 
the domestic aspects of the post at this time, and going 
on to discuss its relationships with other posts of the 
Saskatchewan District and with the other districts of the 


Company's trade structure. In the interests of 
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convenience some trends, aspects, etc. which are also true 
for the year 1824-25 will be discussed in order to avoid 


PepetitLon. 


Fort Assiniboine: Domestic History 

| The first aspect of Fort Assiniboine's domestic 
history during this period is its staff. This staff was 
never very large; the number was greatest in 1852 =psse when 
it stood at ee The outline of the staff in Appendix l 
shows that this period can be partitioned on the basis of 
the ranks of the men in charge during the winter. For the 
first two years, 1824-26, men of high rank oncupiede this 
office, a chief factor and chief trader. The next period 
consists of the years from 1826-27 to 1832-33, when this 
office was occupied by clerks, men of lower rank than 
either of the above. The final period is that from 
1833-34 to 1860-61, when the vast majority of men in charge 
during the winter were postmasters, interpreters! cor 
labourers, of even lower rank than clerks. Only during the 
years 1839-40 to 1841-42 was the post in charge of a clerk 
again. This survey suggests a gradual decline in the 
post's incon caneet reflected in the ranks of its masters. 
Moreover, during the final period four instances occur of 
the fort not being mentioned in the minutes of the Couneit 
of the Northern Department; it was probably closed, with 
men bringing horses and provisions from Edmonton to service 


people travelling through, such as the Columbia express. 
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These instances occurred in the following years: 1842-43; 
1844-45; the summer of 1851; and 1857-58. This will be 
discussed again in due course. Unfortunately the post 
journals for Edmonton and Fort Assiniboine and further 
records of the latter post do not exist for these years 
daa EnUS teas extremely difficult if not impossible to 
ascertain the validity of the minutes of the Council of 


the Northern Department. As has been seen in the case of 


McDonald and La. Rocque in the first chapter, the Council's 


decisions were sometimes changed and other arrangements 
made at the salted u However, it can be seen that man- 
agers of low rank were the rule and that closures most 

likely occurred during the last half of this’ peraod:. 

The practices involved in the staffing of Fort 
Assiniboine bear some examination. First of all, the 
manager of the post was not always in residence there; 
this is illustrated in the case of George Linton in the 
summer of 1828. The summer staff at Fort i algae for 


that year was to be one clerk and one man. The clerk 


in charge, however, whose identity was not specified by 


the Council of the Northern Department, was George Linton. 


He was given instructions by John Rowand that he was to 
visit Fort Assiniboine as often as needed during the 
summer to supply trading articles, provisions eve. 
Parisien was to reside there over the ai te Thus the 


manager of the fort actually resided at Edmonton and com- 


muted when necessary to his post. There is a good 
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possibility that the same arrangement was the case in the 
wantew. of 1832-35 40-7Al though Richard Grant is: listed in 
the Fort Assiniboine account book as a servant at that 
age (all employees being listed as servants) and is 
mentioned as having jarrived from his post (Fort. 
Assiniboine) at Edmonton on May aT ESE aR there is ev- 
idence to indicate that Grant did not reside at the fort 
Over Lhe Minter.) lis outfit lett..t dmonton under <the 
Gieapge;of "“bipyoung, bade!" aind Colin; Frasem ion Septembem!:/,, 
1832, without Grant. He was mentioned on september 25, 

as having remained at Edmonton with Rowand, J.E. Harriott, 
and Patrick San Thus it is possible) that in succeed- 
ing years the manager was not always a resident at his. 
post. hae may account for the statement by Dr. Hector of 
the Palliser expedition that the fort was deserted when he 
arrived there on January 16, PE erate ide Gouncddlacofy the 
Northern Department had appointed Antoine Rennier, 
Interpreter to the charge of Fort Assiniboine for the 
winter and summer of ee a This process could thus 
have extended over nearly the whole period. fhe Fort 
Assiniboine journals prove that, the men in charge, Linton 
and Grant, were in residence for the winters of both years. 
The summers, however, are not covered by the BN va 
The Edmonton journals, which cover the period under 
discussion here with several gaps, noted in the bibli- 


ography, do not definitely indicate whether or not the 


manager was in residence for a given year. In the case-of 
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Richard Grant, discussed above, the Edmonton journal 
possibly but not definitely indicates that he resided at 
Edmonton over the winter of 1832-33 and commuted to Fort 
Assiniboine. The minutes of the Council of the Northern 
Department, as in the case of Hector and Rennier above, 
are not always a certain source of proceedings at ene 
post y° “This, it is possible that during’ most of this 
period, the fort was not the place of residence of its 
manager. Whether or not it was is impossible to decide; 
as shown in the discussion of- sources. 

What of those who formed the balance of the staff 
during these years? Apart from the manager of the post, 
the staff consisted of men of lower rank. In the first 
two years there were clerks subordinate to Chier*Faetor 
MeIntosh and Chief Trader McMillan, but with the progres- 
sive qualitative decline in the ranks of the managers as 
described above, the subordinate men came to consist of 
the lowest orders of the Company: interpreters, middlemen, 
summermen, labourers, and Indians and freemen hired as 
fort hunters. It can be seen that the vast majority of 
these men were French-Canadians or mixed-bloods of French- 
Canadian wie he imcare They were probably old fur trade 
employees or descendants thereof known as "freemen", who 
were hired by the Company, probabliy"local ly, “tavsenve rat 
the *postresJacques Cafdinal) who \eut -the strarl *te Sdironton 
and who was a horsekeeper at the post in ree was a 


We 
well-known freeman of the area. It can be seen that the 
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number of these employees varied between two and ten. 


These numbers, however, are known definitely only for the 
years for which journals or account books for serepaae 
Assiniboine and the Edmonton post journals exist. The 
appointments in the minutes of the Council of the Northern 
Department often do not specify the number of these em- 
ployees, and thus although the number of "other employees" 
may be noted as "unknown" it is quite likely that they 
existed. More concrete information is simply not avail- 
able in these cases. For example, in 1836 the Council 
appointed John Rowand, Jr., Postmaster for Che® winter: 

28. Winter Arrangements =- 

Saskatchewan - Fort Assiniboine, 

John Rowand, Jf. p.m.44 
The post account book for that year reveals, however, that 
seven servants were on the J eke Thus there were 
possibly a number, however small, of these men at the fort 
in most of the years of this period. In October 1846, 
however, Paul Kane noted that only a common horsekeeper 
was enews This would have been the labourer appointed 
by “the Councrl of ‘the “Northern a eae, Thus some- 
times the fort's number of servants was in the 
neighbourhood of four to ten men, while at MOEN ens! ; it 
consisted of one man, or none at all. Undoubtedly some 
of the men were occupied in the summer with crewing the 
Saskatchewan brigade to York Factory, leaving the others 


at the post. In times when only one man, as in 1846-47, 


was at the fort during the winter, others might have been 


Pat 
= 


nad bid ows meeuted DShee 


OAS 297 wine vie kind teb Hin opal 
167 207 sibod! Grimes “0 

ont ~ SS £6 8-150 14h. >, dee gas 
ae ievoah! Wa sony? ens invaed 


ae ae 4s 

“ey, eae t a er aes eu yaya! ‘ee a. ne de 8 
yas wa Ande") Jo, sand ete bageicnined an 

vik e+ By meters SILLS ad. SR "ows 8g j 

-Lisve gen VLigQneeet Agi Aptis Fos edeuanen % 

Licnetd of) BTSh hh Phy ape jpeseag uses ab 

pod ins), Qt FOF) eeeaN hao y iy omih, una, ek hasnane 

meee ee at ee pes 

/SRMeiee! Peat A powertetedese ay 

dot th Gee | a haatpa aes ee 

tad |i emeert La LaoyBp! Litho) teri yeh opti) Fandods, nee | 

S79. 0180m saat iM yoy sd ce ag ‘pdnevige \ 

tio? end d4 mie a a Aa beheld acre Neal s. visage 

(AH Od fade sO oehele S94 eas bol seus whale pa 

Taha ree I es) Ina art ane’ wad. ened eer sroveunt 

‘he hedge ee oid ae awenri bri wow! BEAT * aaa oon 

ee SAS Let eT dan tnipick Saad ww akg 40 {gonued ery. aii 

ang er et eer Xe spiel dea) odd woptty 0 

pe Sean hy ak ee . ew made) 1a Tt 30 bongivodipian a) 


sue sibs iuebyd - hie fe aan 40/,e%0%, ago Va beterenag ay 


Yi 4 a. 
Lim 


‘ 


603 poriwaro Hiiw senna SH) Nt Deiquosn eqaW nea alta ae 


¥ 


ater to. end even ee (ebsanh dint of shmotnd' nowedtosanene) a 
N®-OEBT Hae (nan ane eh ety eams ys nk dyoy 2 atid) je Wl 
/ naad shuis Wie du Brana ides BAS ei 1h aa} od fe) enw!” 


a wie, oy i ' 


ir re eo a) eee, ee) | 


40 


sent from Edmonton to relieve him or increase the numbers 
at Fort Assiniboine to bring provisions, repair boats, 
BUC. 

From this discussion it can be seen that the fort 
must have been an inexpensive operation to the Company. 
The low ranks and equally low wages of most of its small 
staff were the cause of this. In 1832-33, for example, 
the wage outlay for the Company amounted to£157; Grant, 
the clerk earned £100/yr., J.-B. Parisien and Antoine 
Auger both received £20/yr., and Baptiste er Unto i 
Henry J. Moberly commented 22 years later in the summer 
of 1855 that expenses were still small; the staff con- 

4g 
sisted of an interpreter at £30/yr. and a. man at £17 /yr. 
It might seem that, from the small staff, the total pop- 
ulation at the fort was equally small. It would be some- 
what. larger. than this, howéver; becawsescsome of the.imen 
often had families. During the summer of 1825, the total 
population numbered 13 souls; Henry Fisher, Jr., J.-B. 
Parisien with his wife and six children, and Bernier with 
his wife and two children. During the winter of 1825, 
with the addition of McMillan Deschambeault, Beauchamp, 
Portelance, Lamoine, and Pierre Delorme and his son, the 
fort's population would have been tts Changes in pop-~ 
ulation are almost impossible to calculate as the number 
of employees present in many of the years is unknown; 


toward the end of the period, however, it is probable 


that with the apparent closures and decreases in 
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staff the fort population decreased. It was possibly 


greatest during the period 1824/25 to 1836/37. At any 
rate, very little is known on this subject after this 
period. 

In the above discussion of the staff it was stated 
that the ranks of the men in charge progressively became 
lower and closures seem to have occurred in certain years. 
This is directly related to the value and importance of 
the post as a trading establishment. It did, NOt requ i.e 
a high-ranking personage as a manager, because its value 
as a trading station was not very high. Although the 
appointments of McIntosh and McMillan seem to contradict 
this, they can be explained. The post must have seemed a 
potentially bountiful one, undoubtedly very much so. Thais 
would explain the appointments of three persons of high 
Commissioned rank in the first three years. (Lt will ,be 
remembered from Chapter 1 that Chief Trader Felix. Joseph. 
La Rocque had been appointed to the charge of Fort 
Assiniboine in 1823. The reason for his replacement by 
clerk Ranald McDonald is unclear). However, it must have 
soon been apparent that the volume and complexity of trade 
at the fort was not very great. Its chief function became 
that of a way station; it did not need chief factors or 
chief traders to run such a post, and henceforth no one of 
a higher rank than clerk, and many of a lower one, was put 
in charge of the post. Moreover, as has been stated above, 


it apparently experienced several closures Jagr ngeenis.. 
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period. fhe reason for this was that it was probably not 
receiving a sufficient volume of trade to profitably re- 
quire someone being there all the time; horses, provisions, 
etc. would be sent there when required for travellers, who 
came through continually during this period and during the 
closures. In 1842-43, for example, when the fort seems to 
have been oes 22 men destined for ‘the Columbia and 
New Caledonia Districts were to proceed to Edmonton and 
over the route to the Athabasca and Yellowhead Passes to 
their fi deh a re This is not to say that Fort 
Assiniboine brought in no returns; the returns shown in 
Append ic 2orevelals thatty i tedid ibrang: ina varied ‘and bucra- 
tive amount of furs. However, these returns and other 
factors to be discussed, in addition to the managers' 

ranks and the apparent closures, reveal that Fort 
Assiniboine was a good but not greatly important post for 
furs. Its main function during the period under discussmon 
in this chapter was transport. 

The tables of returns reproduced in Appendix 2 reveal 
that the fort's productivity was of a varying and somewhat 
Waning? sort 0 ebturing they hits Oy Chbeetycarstot? mls existence 
it brought, in conjunction with the Saskatchewan and Lesser 
Slave Lake Districts, 21 j1pRioetignta Its return in 
beaver for 1824-25 was ek in 1826-27 it was limited to 
one-half of the average returns for the previous 3 years, 


in conjunction with Lesser Slave Lake. The Saskatchewan 


District was limited to one-fifth of its average returns 
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56 
for that period. In that restricted year, the post 


brought in 1,061 beaver. This total dropped to 672 for 
Outfit 1832, and then rose slightly to 852 for Outfit 
1836. The figures for marten during these years, 2,/41, 
235, and finally 1,139 respectively, equally show the 
fluctuating character of the trade at the post. It also 
waned somewhat, an increase taking place in 1836-437 over 
1832-33 but not equalling the best year of the three, 
1826-27. The statistics on profits follow the same 
pattern. On the other hand, the trade in bear, muskrat 
and skins shows a definite improvement through these 
three years. The numerical value of the returns shows 
the waning side of the eke These trends can of 
course only be broadly described, as only records of a few 
sets of returns exist for perusal and each year from 1824 
to 1860 cannot be carefully checked. 

The fluctuating and waning character of the fur trade 
at the post is also suggested by the size of its outfits. 
The outfit for 1824 was 30 pieces; that for the next year 
was smaller. James McMillan and four men left with their 
outfit for Fort Reem Meiiyie in September 1825 with 13 
aC Even if their saddle stock is not mentioned and 
all 13 were pack horses, carrying two packs or pieces each, 
this would still only have amounted to 26 pieces of goods. 
The outfit for 1832-33 was combined with that of Rocky 
Mountain House and comprised 12 packs on six horses. It 


consisted, as did the other two outfits described in the 
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post records, of the usual trade goods of a Hudson's Bay 


Company post at this time: Indian awls, beads, blankets, 
| 59 
guns, flints, knives, cloth and other trade articles. 


By 1854-55 the outfit had shrunk to that carried by seven 
60 


horses, which would have been 14 pieces. By 1856-57, 


61 
it had undergoné~an increase of 12 pieces (13 horses). 


In\all of these cases, the Fort Assiniboine outfit was a 
shrinking fraction of tet otal outfit for the Saskatchewan 
Pgotricte ror LS Z5—-26 the outtae od the latter was 240 
abe, By 1854, the total Saskatchewan outfit was 7/50 
pieces. In two years' time the Saskatchewan District out- 
fret had grown “to 900 by fa The outfit for the post in 
856-57 was the same amount as it had been S51 years ear= 
lier, while the total district outfit had nearly 
quadrupled. At the same time it is useful to examine the 
post of Lesser Slave Lake in this regard. In Lop 2=oo the 
outfit for the post of Lesser Slave Lake was six to 12 


64 
pieces. By 1854-55 the outfit had increased to 86 pieces 


62 
on 45 horses, while only seven horses went to Fort 


Assiniboine. Although only 35 horses carried Lesser Slave 


imake "Ss “Dutfit in: 1856-57, it was larger than that carried 
. 66 
by the 13-horse Fort Assiniboine brigade. Clearly Lesser 


Slave Lake, which in 1823 was almost abandoned as noted in 
67 


Chapter 1, had eclipsed its supposed replacement and 


had probably drawn the Indians there from Fort 


Assiniboine. 


Fort Assiniboine certainly experienced a reluctance of 
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the natives to come and trade. This trend, which had also 
occurred in aan is documented by several examples. 
Ennion eed on his arrival at Fort Assiniboine in 1828-29 
that there had ane only sparse trading with Stonies and 
Crees that summer. Throughout the winter the journal en- 
tries are concerned for the, most part with gathering 
provisions, cutting firewood, and other menial tasks. 
There are few entries concerned with trading. Lesser Slave 
Lake was closed that year and Linton had to send some of 
his men out to service the Indians there and return with 
thear furs. Few Indians came to trade during this winter, 
and some told Linton in May that the next year they would 
go to Jasper House where they had. Leses trouble an getting 


food. One large band of Assiniboines, 27 in number not 


counting women, boys and children arrived on October 13, 


1828. Linton received about 300 beaver and some swan skins, 


moose hides, and castorum from these people. Jhere were a 
few other transactions with Indians and freemen, but» these 
were few and far leer ech The same was true for the 
winter! of d 830-31... che lepheots single transaction was for 
120 furs and 50 dressed moose skins with a party of 13 
Asisanmbodnes) an May, 1931.io7.he obher, entries about, trans- 
actions are very few and the transactions were small. The 
road to Edmonton, which was continually being blocked with 
deadfall and bogs was also, it seems, a barrier to trade 


at times. An Assiniboine called Little Crow told Grant ve 


May, 1831 that the road discouraged the Indians from coming 
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and that they wanted to be met at their encampment at Lac 

La flee There is thus evidence to show that although 
Fort Assiniboine brought in a respectable humber. of Teturns, 
it was, as a fur post, of fluctuating and waning value. 

It ia convenient at this point to discuss the 
relationship of the fort with the natives in the area. 
There was of course the aspect of trade. The Indians and 
freemen would pick up their supplies in the fall and then 
trade furs, moose hides, swan skins, etc. in the winter 
and spring to pay off their fall advances and obtain sup- 
plies for the summer. This was the purpose behind the 
visit of Little Crow to Grant described above. There were 
other facets of this relationship with the Crees, 

71 v fz 
Assiniboines, Saulteaux, and metis population of the 
area. One was that the fort was a place of charity when 
they were starving or sick; Linton: fed some fish to a 
couple of starving Indian women in February, Mi 
Sometimes when the Indians would arrive to trade and get 
supplies in the fall they would be given liquor as a 
reward for the summer's good behaviour and as an incentive 
to winter production. This happened, for example, in 
September, 1828 when the darge band of Assiniboines’ refer- 
red to above Deeds The last aspect of the 
relationship was one of employment; the journals contain 
references emer ey hunters such as Che a (see below) 
hired by the Company. Che a brought in two reindeer on 


75 
February 11, 1831. 
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The Indian bands who inhabited the area from 1828 to 
1831 were described in the post journals as follows: the 
Diperis, Frangais, Wolf, and Bull bands of Assiniboines, 
and some other bands of this tribe whose names were 
illegible; and also some bands of Crees. These Crees were 
from the Pembina River and there were also some Slave Lake 
Crees from the Smoky River area, although these people 
were not residents of the immediate area of the post. The 
Frangais and Bull bands of the Assiniboines were from the 
vicinity of McLeod's Branch. Among the Assiniboines a 
number of individuals were named: Bull, Diperis, The 
Francais (who may have been the leaders of these bands) 
and his son, le Petit, You-Yare, his brother Blue Earth 
Sirs, 4 ere Phases! The tittle trov, Vieux; “and the Cree- 
Speaking Son. The most important of the Assiniboines, 
Grant noted, were Napuckeway and his stepson LaBiche. 
There were also a number of Indians whose tribal identity 
was not specified in the journals: Man-ne-nah, Putchabais, 
Misassquoit, his brothers the Little Englishman and 
Aganash, and his father-in-law Chea. Bullisend@Daperis 
and the bands of the same name were mentioned in both 
1828-29 and 1830-31. Throughout the journals are refer- 
ences to starvation among the Indians, a sign of the 
continuous scarcity of game at the post. The Indians 
sometimes buried their dead at the fort; on March 27 Fere 
cdauee buried his son alongside his grandfather at the 


fort. This same Indian abandoned his mother to die of 
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starvation and cold as she was a liability to him. Grant 
discovered this in March, 1831 and sent men out to help 
her; she was found dead. He referred to Fere pees as a 
"scoundrel"; obviously there were at times collisions 
between the white and red Lae 
Apart from trading with Indians and freemen, what were 

the activities which occupied the time of those employees 
who lived at the fort? What was life like at the fort? 
The most apparent activity was the endless job of gathering 
provisions. The area of Fort Assiniboine provided little 
in the way of sustenance, as the experience of the Indians 
and Linton's comment that it was a poor area for game 
eee The value of the fort gardens is uncertain. 
While Linton said that the ground was nothing but rocks and 
Sethe Henry J. Moberly in 1855 declared that: 

At} Fork Assiniboine the common garden 

vegetables, such as potatoes, turnips, 

cabbages, parsnips and beets, were 

successfully grown. 
At any rate the journals for both years reveal that the 
greatest amount of the men's time was spent in gathering 
food. The main source of food was the fishery at Lac La 
Nonne, over 30 miles away. Thousands of fish were taken, 
the activity extending right over the winter. As of 
October 26, 1828, 1,700 fish had been taken. By February 
Nees 1829, there were 2,000 in the shed built at the a 
Grant noted on November 8, 1830 that one man was stationed 
at the fishery, and by the first of December 5,000 righ 


81 
were in stock at the fishery. These were mostly 
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whitefish, the delectability of which Paul Kane noted 
during his stopover there on his way to Edmonton from the 
Columbia in 1847. Kane also said that whitefish were 
caught in nearby McLeod's Lake, and that these fish com- 
prised nearly the total diet of the ae There were 
also efforts by the men to get meat, which was sometimes 
stored in caches. Barley was grown, and supplies were 
also received from Edmonton and some pounded meat obtained 
in trade with the hee 

There was also much time spent by the men of the post 
in gathering and carting firewood, and in maintenance of 
saddlery, mending traps, making ploughs, canoes, nets, eb. 
In spring, for example, the canoes would be patched and 
repaired. Linton, noted ,on, Apral ll, 1829 that he men were 
stripping bark and gathering gum for canoes. Horse and dog 
sleds were also made, from birch, for winter transport of 
meat, fish, ta , Some little time was spent in recre- 
ation; the manager went.to Edmonton for the Christmas 
season, while the men usually received a ration of liquor 
for Christmas and. the New Year. Moberly noted the 
arrival of officers from the district posts at Edmonton 
for the Christmas SoA odo of eee 

The men were also occupied in maintaining and improving 
the structures of the post. The buildings were white- 
washed; Beauchamp and Tappage were performing this duty on 
October 13, eek There were probably four or five 


buildings at this time: a trading hall and manager's 
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residence in one; a stable, referred to in the journal 
for Piene G and two or three houses for the men and 
their families. A bridge was constructed over the ice on 
the Athabasca River in December, 1830, and a fur press was 
noted as having been in use during that horace These 
were added to the-three buildings deseribed by Alexander 
Ross in eee: and by 1859, when Hector stopped there, a 
kitchen and palisades, probably low, as the Indians were 
friendly, were present. Hector found the kitchen arate. 
and the hall had been floored by Parisien in October, 
Mepeke’ The buildings were probably all floored. This is 
the sum total of knowledge on Fort Assiniboine's structural 
history, except that it possibly had corrals for horses. 
Most of the men's time was spent at tasks such as those 
described above, particularly in gathering provisions. 

Life at Fort Assiniboine during the period under 
discussion was also affected by resolutions passed by the 
Council of the Northern Department applying to all posts 
generally, or to the Saskatchewan Distri ci. s2 Aushort) sum- 
mary of these regulations will be made here. There were 
a number of years during which the post was under restric- 
tions: on ats Be cea dese as ipartrcot anoqerier al. 
restriction on the Saskatchewan District to S450005 sehadis 
was the case for Outfits 1826-1852. It was restricted 
to half of its 1839-40 returns 2 Outfits 1841-1843 and 
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possibly for several more years, This was because of 


the Company policy to conserve the beaver population, and 
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also because the demand for beaver pelts dropped after 
1840 because of the use of silk rather than beaver wool 
in ie Gee No small rats (muskrats) were to be 
traded during Outfit sha and resolutions were period- 
ically passed that the Indians were to be discouraged 
from hunting cub and out-of-season beaver, using beaver 
for food, and that they were to be steered towards small 
game amie fishing, as in the Standing Rules and Regulations 
1827-1835 sani minutes of Council 1845 and eh Finally 
no cub bear were to be traded in Outfits 1837 and 1841 
(Standing Rules and Regulations for that ee ee 

Fort Assiniboine was also subject to resolutions of 
the Council of the Northern Department requiring the 
Saskatchewan District to provide leather goods, provisions 
and. “country produte" e.g. snowshoes, bear grease, etc., 
for the other Company areas. The Saskatchewan District 
was detailed to provide leather for other areas, such as 
New Caledonia and the Southern Department, during the 
following Outfits: 1825-1828, 1850-1851, 1842-1857, 1848- 
open It can be seen that some leather was got in trade 
atudine post (Owe itis) 18261. 1852); oe this probably 
was shipped out aah One from the rest of the Saskatchewan 
Pisinicti.: | They for ti ad soogot! int trader soneypounded a 
Thus it probably also shared in the tasks given to the 
Saskatchewan District of providing provisions to Isle 4 la 


Crosse for the Methye Portage and for other places, snow- 


shoes (referred to by the Company as "Indian shoes"), 
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bear grease, etc. in the following Outfits: 1824, 1827, 
WBZ, 1B 3S05 DB ISeLES7*,) 18j59= 1841), Pte nak: T heat ort 
would have had communication with York Factory by its 
brigades and the winter express which was initiated in 
1824 and made part of the Standing Rules and Regulations 
in els Finally, life at the post would have been in- 
fluenced by the regulations passed over the years in regard 
to. liquor, procedure, and morals. Throughout the period 
liquor was played down. In 1836, the Standing Rules and 
Regulations declared that the trade in liquor was to be 
phased out, and in 1841 the Standing Rules and Regulations 
outlawed the trade in the Company's tc sucsuial t This would 
have influenced the character of the general trade at the 
post and perhaps inhibited native intoxication. Other 
rules and regulations applying to the post were those of a 
procedural aspect, such as price lists for goods, the rule 
in 1825 forbidding clerks from messing with those of lower 
104 NSO, 


rank, scales of wages, the regulations on sales of 


and duties on liquor and country produce to commissioned 


106 
gentlemen in 1825,. and the ruling in 1845 that furs be 
bought only from their actual hunters, to drive out free 
LLY 
Drade rst. The last aspect of general Northern Department 


policy applying to the post is the moral one, exemplified 
in the Company's continual directions to treat Indians 
kindly and well and give them provisions even if they were 
not able to pay for them (1827-1835), and that divine 


108 
service be read on Sundays to the local population. 
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The last aspects of Fort Assiniboine's domestic 
routine to be discussed are the activities of the employees 
in regard to the horses and to the road. The journals con- 
tain numerous entries stating that horses were lost due to 
wolves, straying, sickness, or accident. An example is 
George Linton's note of October 17-18, 1828 that six horses 
which had been brought from Edmonton were missing; an 
important loss, as they were needed to haul earth for 
plastering the buildings. Only two days later Linton found 
another 13 horses to be missing, which had strayed. One 
week later he noted that a number of the animals were be- 
coming aaa On November 2, 1830 Richard Grant noted 
that a colt had been killed and devoured by wolves, and on 
December 12 of that year a horse was drowned in a slough 
behind the establishment. During this month the wolves 
were being more and more troublesome, and on December 21 
the mares, 21 in number, were taken to Edmonton, the males 
having been left at Fort Assiniboine as another man 
evidently could not be spared to take them to ee cae bi 
The men were also occupied in feeding the horses in the two 
horseguards, one on each side of the river, and in moving 
them from one to one other in attempts to keep them safe 
from the Pace ap There were always problems with the 
horses. The men also spent time in clearing the road to 
Edmonton, which was continually being obstructed with 


fallen timber. The road from Edmonton in winter came out 


some miles below the post, the rest of the way being 
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LEZ 113 
travelled on the ice, ag Hectormdidaan 1859; in the 
summer it crossed the river at what is now Holmes Crossing 
and proceeded to the post on the north side of the 
Athabasca River, as shown on the attached Maps, 1 to 4. The 
problem of deadfall clogging the trail to Edmonton lasted 
throughout thts_period. Hector remarked on this condition 
114 
on his way to the post in January, 1859; thirty years 
earlier George Linton had set two of his men, Delorme and 
; 115 
Beauchamp, to clearing the road of fallen trees. 
Moberly, going to Fort Assiniboine from Edmonton in 

the summer of 1855, wrote: 

To.,fFort Assiniboine we used the horses 

and frioom this point travelled by boat. 

The track to the crossing of the 

Pembina was good, but thereafter we 

encountered swamps, fallen trees, and 

mosquitoes, the latter in myriads and 

all hungry. 116 
The problems with the horses and road were to extend over 
this whole’ period. This condition was, in addition to 
being an aspect of Fort Assiniboine's domestic history, a 
facet of its relationships with certain other posts of the 


Saskatchewan District and with the Columbia and New 


Caledonia Districts. 


Fort Assiniboine: Transport Way Station in the Company 
Network 


Fort Assiniboine's major role as a transport way 
station is clearly illustrated in its relationships with 
the other posts of the. Company's territories. The most 


immediate of these territories was the Saskatchewan 
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District, and its chief post was Edmonton. 

Edmonton was an all-important base for Fort Assiniboine 
in regard to supply, administration, horses, and personnel. 
It also received some supplies and sundries from Fort 
Assiniboine. The trail to Edmonton was a lifeline for Fort 
Assiniboine, for it received its outfit and sent out its 
returns via the post on the Saskatchewan. As previously 
discussed, the outfit for 1824-25 was transported to 
Edmonton in company with that of the Saskatchewan- District, 
From whence it travelled overland to the post. The first 
returns from Fort Assiniboine to travel over the new trail 
to Edmonton were those of Qutfit 1824 in the spring of 1825, 
as per Simpson's orders of October en Thereafter the 
outfits passed to the post in the autumn soon after the 
brigade carrying the Saskatchewan outfit arrived from York 
Factory in September or October, and the returns came out 
to Edmonton to be shipped with those of the rest of the 
district to York Factory in May or June. Some examples of 
this pattern are provided in the Edmonton post journals. 

The brigade arrived from York on September 19, 1825 and the 
Fort Assiniboine men, who had been part of the brigade crew, 
left for their post with its outfit five days later. The 
post's returns from the outfit arrived at Edmonton on May 
18, 1826. Depending on the number of horses and the con- 
dition of the trail, the trip between the posts by horse 
averaged about four to six days! exceaneun ln’ Dutra 1652, 


the post's outfit left Edmonton on September 7, and the 


or ri 
Jwdrowahb )) 2a ap 

Heid 

‘ . ‘4 : p 

brood aeeSh P44 mot eed ane 
{ainasied brig ,SoqG 20 1ekd SURE RE 


~~ 
lisa? mow? get liane be Va 


nd ome alee ae errs 
obi) dur) Onde bet a aot Mews aOR A es, a 
‘Hevdivesn oA wearlo feawk? ota ee his 
co) ed wine? dow CS-A£RE: cet He Mao, thing 

jet) evn levees oA) to does atew gaaqies at \ 
feud eff0) Snalaebo jin LAwaks ibaa a 
ete wat ati dnwe Lewes 4 odyatbeagen “fe? mare? 
came! oh 88 919 oe ee eran? sis’ Aodr a 3 a 

sist as a re) we nodedo0 fe evoban oD ide 4 


my imne ‘inner any) " Hon enl ait? ay Heeeag aiz 


a 
& 
an 
— 
— 
s 


Ww 
—-, 


io¥ meat Geviwee tp mwa nied heslaut “wee pater. « 
sede newer sit) Lew. | wado pal), 440 isda fuse! nl 
ett ak! Dee Lhe el reiite vie paid ine’ at of nade 

oi alias pane gah WeTesh Wi v4edsN s10¥ OsFORs 


ui 
insioy Jee ries abil’? 4nd 4. Uehivoiw or Pere srey eit 


i. Hi ,. 
Seated tpg ESE (9 Ladoatgs® sey W4aY gag? bevetse obapiadiedT | 
vets Sieplird otf? Tn Ave &, pend “tow ney pier antodiniessé ae til 
mary | /P2Sq0t O74 Bud) Fh wie ere iia Jen teens TAR sat % 
(en 0m Moire s 26 Divine Ha 2S weal evils a’ a. 
; th! he : 

sabe eA) Bre Seeuol NM pen ed me onoh raged ike dl rs 


bhveod 4a-e@ix0 Ad (ewes Gay sag ees ott To nok si 


= » BoM 4° 
ped >) thet x1 fedadh web \et= ah enn sede popeisvs 
. ; Do ss al, fl 
acts tile’) (ener We ogecwh.t (Vai 24 vue a! soon Se 
; mie ' >. 


‘ Tai - 7 wets wl 
al | eee. Uae ) “pie |) 


tL 
returns arrived at Edmonton May 20. In 1854 the 


brigade from York was late and the post's outfit did not 
get under way from Edmonton for its destination until 
October 15; the returns were not, however, late in their 
arrival son Aprpke 29, iiecelid Goods and furs passed 
between the two posts at other times than those noted 
above. Sundries were sent to Fort Assiniboine at different 
times throughout the year; during Outfit 1832, rat darts 
(muskrat spears), Smiths! pincers (blacksmith's tongs), and 
other such items were received from Edmonton in the months 
of May, August, September, October, November, January, and 
Se ee Furs were also sent to Edmonton from Fort 
Assiniboine at other times than in the spring. On January 
22, 1829 two freemen, who had arrived from Edmonton with 
property of some sort Linton had sent them for, went back 
to Edmonton with two packs of ieNaia Thus there was 
year-round communication between the two posts as regards 
transport of outfits, goods, and returns. The same was 
true in regard to supply of provisions. 

The provisions for the Fort Assiniboine brigades 
(carrying the post's outfit there from Edmonton) were 
prepared at Edmonton. A note in the Edmonton post journal 
for September 20, 1856, mentioned that pemmican was being 
made for the Fort Assiniboine brigade, while the outfit 
was being packed and other preparations being made for 
departure for the post. Pitch for boats was also sent to 


P25 
the post from Edmonton. Edmonton also furnished 
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provisions to Fort Assiniboine at various times throughout 
the year; the problems in regard to provisions at the 
latter post have already been discussed. ‘On February 29, 
1826, Charles Beauchamp arrived at Edmonton with mail from 
Fort Assiniboine to. take back provisions. He went on his 
way again five days Naiauiee Fort Assiniboine personnel 
were noted also in the spring of 1829 as having taken 
supplies’ back to ‘their des tod In 1855, an Edmonton post 
journal entry of April 16 mentioned that eight bags of 
pemmican were sent to Fort than stair The Fort 
Assiniboine account books recorded receipt of provisions 
also, such as back fat for making b cntenten 4 Thus 
Edmonton was an important depot for Fort Assiniboine. 
Occasionally small amounts of pounded meat, back fat, and 
grease Were’ sent to Edmonton; as weld as.such trade’ goods 
asvitce ‘chisels;\Tidtes, and copper Laeneehnin The pro- 
visions were probably for the Saskatchewan quotas 
mentioned Lideccoe 04 while the trade goods were possibly 
surplus at the post but required at Edmonton. 

Edmonton, in addition to the functions described above, 
also served as a personnel base for the fort. The phenom- 
enon of the post's managers sometimes residing at Edmonton 
has already been sedutbestters An example of provision of 
purely Edmonton staff to Fort Assiniboine is that of a 
carpenter and boatbuilder named Flett. He was sent to the 
post during the summer of 1855 to repair boats for the use 


Tou 
of the travellers during the coming autumn. 
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Edmonton was also an important stock base for the 
other post in that a great number of the horses which 
transported people, goods, provisions, furs, etc. over the 
trail were based at Edmonton. The greatest number men- 
tioned at Fort Assiniboine was 65, in eee The danger 
from wolves, discussed previously, resulted in most of the 
horses being kept in the Edmonton horseguards where, in 
1854, 400 horses were Fee bdr ey inthe spring of 1831, 
45 horses were brought to Fort Assiniboine for the soon- 
to-be-arriving brigades from Lesser Slave Lake, and Jasper 
House and for the Columbia express, and two years earlier 
horses had had to be brought to the post for Simpson and 
his party to cross the portage to Pe ee Occasion- 
ally horses were brought to Edmonton from Fort Assiniboine 
to, transport, material over the, trail, jas. in 1825, when 
George Deschambeault, Parisien, and two others arrived at 
Edmonton with 49 horses from their post for the transport 


iS ie, 
of the outfits and Columbia express. hh SiS, a vweny 


high number, however; there is no more mention of such . 
large number of horses remaining at Fort Assiniboine in 
either the Edmonton or Fort Assiniboine post Se ean 
Edmonton was the horse base for the post and its role of 
providing horses for the transport of the various outfits 
and express to Fort Assiniboine was defined in the minutes 
of the Council of the Northern Department, cee 


This arrangement was, of course, continued after that date. 


Sixty-four of 78 Company horses which had transported the 
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Jasper House, Lesser Slave Lake, and Fort Assiniboine 
brigades to the latter post were returned to Edmonton on 
September 26, tak 

From this analysis of the relationship between 
Edmonton and Fort Assiniboine it can be seen that the 
former was an overall depot for the latter. Contained in 
this. fonction was that ofan administrative: center. The 
York Factory winter express through Rupert's Land was 
received through Edmonton, as were orders from Chief 
Factor John Rowand, for example to send to Edmonton some 
papers required by nents fi What effect did the advent of 
the trail have upon Edmonton, apart from tying Fort 
Assiniboine much more securely to it? The trail's effect 
was to increase the importance and horse population of 
Edmonton cansiderably, as it became, through Fort 
Assiniboine, a major center for travel and transport to 
Lesser Slave Lake, Lac Ste. Anne, Jasper House, and the 
Columbia and New Caledonia Districts. This transmountain 
traffic, which had once flowed through the Churchill River 
system to the Athabasca and onward, was diverted to De 
Saskatchewan and on through Edmonton by the Edmonton-Fort 
Assiniboine trail. 

The relationship of Fort Assiniboine with the post at 
Lesser Slave Lake was one of supply and communication, 
which continued throughout the period of Outfits 1825-1860 
except for the years during which the post at Lesser Slave 
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Lake was closed. The outfits and people for Lesser 
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Slave Lake, beginning in 1825, went with the Saskatchewan 
brigade to Edmonton, on horseback to Fort Assiniboine, and 
from there by water to Lesser Slave Lake. Chief Factor 


John Clarke was the first to take the outfit over this 
141] 
route, in accordance with the following Council 


resolutions: 


26. .-. That 50 pieces in a Boat manned 
by J wen EConstature the current 
Outfit for that District and that 
these accompany the Saskatchewan 
Brigade to Edmonton from whence the 
said Outfit is to be transported 
overland by the requisite Horses to 
Fort Asseniboan and thence to be 
embarked in craft already provided. 


Lhepinat Ol. (Glarkeel or -ebe dirseted te 
have the Slave Lake returns con- 
veyed to Fort Asseniboan on or 
pefore the Sth May proxo. for the 
purpose of “being taken -across*to 
Edmonton and thence to this depot 
in company with the Saskatchewan 
Brigade. 


The brigade left Edmonton on 36 horses with the outfit on 
September 24, 1825, in company with the Fort Assiniboine 
brigade. fhe returns arrived at Edmonton via Fort 
Assiniboine on May 19, ee Pie returns from the 
summer passed through Fort Assiniboine as well on their 
way to Edmonton, as in October ibe Some years the 
Saskatchewan brigade would have a long passage, and the 
post's outfit would not leave Edmonton wntil October, as 
in autumn 1854, when a 43-horse train started from 
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Edmonton on October 7. Horses would have to be present 


at Fort Assiniboine to transport the returns to Edmonton 
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in the spring; when there were not enough there, some 
would be taken there from Edmonton. This was the case in 
May, Vesees Boats were supplied at Fort Assiniboine for 
transport to*%Lesser Slave bake,"as per’ the’ council's 
resolution cited on the previous page. The other aspect 
of the supply fUnetion of the relationship between the two 
posts was the shipment of sundries. During Outfit 1826, 
for example, Fort Assiniboine supplied#11 >Se LUGS ewereh 
of gum, buffalo robes, and grease to Lesser Slave Lake. 
During Outfit 1832, Fort Assiniboine receivedt2 19s. 4d. 
worth of bottom bark in September from Lesser Slave aie 
The transport of these materials quite possibly extended 
over the entire year, and thus communication existed 
between the two posts at other times than spring and fall. 
This is attested“to by George McDougall's journey to his 
post from Edmonton via Fort Assiniboine in February, 

Wine et Lesser Slave Lake, in any case, would have sent 
and! necezved its! quota’ of “ther wintervexpress! to York 
Factory through Fort Assiniboine and Edmonton. Fort 
Assiniboine had one other function in regard to the other 
post; it serviced Lesser Slave Lake's customers when the 
latter was closed. In the winter of 1828-29, for example, 
men from Fort Assiniboine were sent to the Lesser Slave 
Lake area to service the people there, and some freemen of 
that area came to the post with rats, beaver, lynx, and 
aceaewanr This did not occur frequently; Lesser Slave 
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Lake was open during most of this period and, as has 
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been discussed already, Lesser Slave Lake seems to have 
eclipsed its sister post in terms of value as a trading 
Persist The impact of the trail and Fort Assiniboine's 
new role as a way station was to tie Lesser Slave Lake 
securely to Edmonton and the Saskatchewan District; in 
1826 the old Lesser Slave Lake District was dissolved and 
the post was made part of the Saskatchewan Ate oe 

The Hudson's Bay Company post at Lac Ste. Anne was 
Secavtished* Insite, and iteofaes rs outta to wasn sentotod it 
over the trail that autumn. The trail to Lac Ste. Anne 
branched off to the north and west some miles north of 
St. Albert, to which place the trail undoubtedly also saw 
goods_in shipment from Edmonton. The post at Lac Ste. 
Anne was open during the rest of this period, save for the 
summers of 1858 and eb a 

The relationship of Fort Assiniboine with Jasper 
House closely resembled that with Lesser Slave Lake. The 
outfits and returns of the post, after the trail was cut 
in the winter of 1824-25, passed through Fort Assiniboine 
on their’ way to and from Edmonton, as did the winter 
express to and from York Factory. Fort Assiniboine was 
also! @ supply point For! Jasper House. © Dhasmrelataonshap 
applied, with certain modifications being made, to the 
whole period, save for the years when the post was 
‘ah etee. thes As in the case of Lesser Slave Lake, the out- 


fits for the post and returns thereof were brought from 


and sent to Edmonton via Fort Assiniboine, the Athabasca 
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River being the highway between it and Jasper House. 

ialehdes eee: of the relationship between them is documented 
well aunvenevEdmonton journals. The outfit of 1827, for 
example, left Edmonton under the charge of Michel Klyne, 
the manager of Jasper House, on 19 horses on September 12; 
returns of thatoutfit arrived at Edmonton on May 16, 
jens Sometimes the returns were brought in in company 
with those of Fort Assiniboine, as was the case in May, 
ona Occasionally the Saskatchewan brigade would make 
a longer than usual passage from York Factory, and the 

eek fat: would not get under way until October, as. was the 
case in the autumn of idee The men who were in charge 
during the a iaaee travelled over this route as Fan. The 
example. here) is i.d. .Mobeplyjrwho in the summer® of: 1855 
covered the 80 miles to Fort Assiniboine in six days and 
then travelled the 120 miles upstream on the Athabasca 
with his men and supplies to Jasper House. He returned by 
this route near the beginning of September, ag hess In 
this respect the posts of Lesser Slave Lake and Jasper 
House were alike in their relationship with Fort 
Assiniboine; the routes were used for summer supplies and 
revurnseastwelleas, thosevof ther wanter seer ortSAssinibtine 


was also a supply and relay point for Jasper House. On 


January 19, 1829, some Edmonton men with supplies for 


Jasper House came through Fort Assiniboine, and the 1836-37 


accounts »for the latter reveal that sundries were .supplied 
tS oe 
to Jasper House. Moreover, the York Factory winter 
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express would have been sent through Fort Assiniboine to 
Jasper House; thus communication between the two points 
was year-round. 

1858 was, on the whole, an important year for the 
relationship between Jasper House and Fort Assiniboine. 
During the Sarena of 1858, it had been decided that 
Jasper House was to be abandoned, and the Jasper House 
band of Iroquois, descendants of old North West marian 
canoemen, came to Fort Assiniboine to trade. Thus the 
pest served, as it vhad done, for besser Slave; Lake, the 
customers of Jasper House when the last-mentioned post was 
not in operation. It was during 1858 as well that a new 
domestic supply route was established within the 
Saskatchewan District. H.J. Moberly reopened Jasper House 
during the winter of 1858, but did not go there via Fort 
Assiniboine. He went across country from Edmonton and 
established a trail. The returns for that year came out, 
however; “via Fort ME Weiieec” Y he uthit of 1859), for 
the post travelled overland by this trail, as did the 
staff for the summer of 1860. Lhe ecu miniSis Ln the spring 
OF nlS60. . soa mes OU.t via P Ost Se Ry: Perhaps, 
the ner oue . nue) ined overland route was used in summer and 
fall, while the old route remained for bringing out re- 
CULES v5, 

There is one final aspect to be discussed in the 
relationship of Fort Assiniboine with Jasper House. 


Jasper “house, asthe paint.of departure@and receptian for 
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travellers through the Athabasca and Leather (Yellowhead) 
Passes;pllas ih “ne middlevot the*route between Fort 
machhab bine and the districts of Columbia and New 
Caledonia. 

Fort Assiniboine was the point of connection of the 
route up the Athabasca River to the Rocky Mountains with 
the route from York Factory to Edmonton via the Nelson 
River, Lake Winnipeg, and the Saskatchewan River. Over 
this route passed the express of the Columbia and New 
Caledonia Districts, in addition to supplies and personnel 
destined fdr and-coming From/these’'districts.* -Furs and 
leather as well were sent over the mountains by this route, 
the furs to’ the-’mouth of the’ Columbia’ and later Victoria 
and the leather to New Caledonia. This was the nature of 
the relationship between Fort Assiniboine and the Company's 
Pacific coast territories. The outfits for the two dis- 
tricts did not, however, as far as is known, go by the Fort 
Assiniboine route. When Simpson was making the arrange- 
ments for the trail at the post in 1824, he mentioned the 
Columbia express, not the Columbia jovani (New 
Caledonia at the time was a part of the Columbia District). 
The Columbia District's outfits and returns were conveyed 


163 
to and from the mouth of the Columbia by sea; this 
164 
arrangement had begun with the "Isaac Todd" in 1819. 
idaye) 
The barque "Columbia" became the supply ship in 1835. 


The New Caledonia returns of Qutfit 1826 and the outfits 


from 1827 on were transported through Fort Vancouver, and 
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166 
by the ship to or from-England; previously they had 


been shipped to and from York Factory via Fort Chipewyan 
and the Peace Scag Thus Fort Assiniboine saw express, 
personnel, and supplies passing through it to or from the 
region west of the mountains, and leather and furs coming 
from Edmonton on horses and being embarked in boats for 
Jasper House and eventually the Columbia and Victoria, and 
New Caledonia. 

The express was sent from York Factory via Edmonton, 
Fort Assiniboine and the Athabasca Pass to the Columbia, 
including New Caledonia, every autumn. It travelled the 
reverse route each spring. By this arrangement dispatches 
From London could be sent to Fort Vancouver from York 
Paectory’ sn three,to four Ais, whic be woute or the 
express to the Athabasca River was changed by the advent 
of the trail. Before Outfit 1825, and possibly in the 
Spring,.of 1825, the .express,reached, the Athabasca, River, by 
the Nelson River from York Factory to Norway House and the 
Saskatchewan to Cumberland, from which point it portaged 
north to join the Churchill River and went through this 
system, by the Beaver River and Portage La Biche to the 
Athabasca. The reverse was true in the spring. Thus the 
express had travelled through Fort Assiniboine before 
1825, as discussed in the case of Peter Skene Ogden in the 
fall of ae The post did not become a transcontinen- 


tal way station, however, until the advent of the trail in 


1824-25. The first recorded use of the new route by the 
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express which I have been able to discover was in the 
autumn pot, 1825 iduning, that ned ate It may have been 
used during the spring of 1825 by the Columbia express 
sent to York Factory, but there is no recorded evidence 
of such an event. The express for the Columbia and New 
Caledonia districts continued to_travel this route.for 
nearly 30 years, the last known instances of this being 
in the autumn and spring of .Outfit ree i. The minutes 
of the Council of the Northern Department specifically 
Gbdered Che «pring express through Edmonton From spring 
eS 264 tu. P.O Dutfit UN Way Pee ia Thereafter the spring 
express was not mentioned specifically, but nevertheless 


still operated, as shown by certain of the following 


examples. 


There are numerous examples of the movements of the 
express being mentioned in the post journals of Edmonton 
and’ Fort)'Assiniboine. ‘In Outfit 1825) for example,’ 'the 
Columbia express party left Edmonton September 23; the 
spring express, after having horses sent to Fort 
Assiniboine, arrived at Edmonton May 17, soe ue Fort 
Assiniboine, as the departure point for the mountains, 
was also a provisioning point; after their six-day journey 
in autumn 1828 from Edmonton, the Columbia party under 
Dease (probably John Warren Dease, in charge of the Fort 
Golvite ey and een Harriott departed, taking 
six bags of pemmican from Fort Assiniboine and eight bags 


LS 
sent from Edmonton. Fort Assiniboine's role as a 
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craft-to-horse transport point is beautifully illustrated 
by the May 12, 1831 entry in the Fort Assiniboine post 
journal noting the arrival of the two canoes of the 
Cantina express ne They would then, of course, 
have proceeded on horseback to Edmonton. Travellers' 
accounts also ae rian tue eae CRG ne ee On May 6, 
1846, Father Jean De Smet, a missionary on his way over 
the mountains to Oregon, met the spring express coming 
eastward under Francis Ermatinger. s The movements of 
the-express in the 1850's are documented in the letters 

of Eden Colvile, Assistant Governor of Rupert's Land, to 
Simpson, Sir J.H. Pelly, and others. Colvile mentioned 
the progress of the express in the autumn of 1851 in a 
letter. to. Simpson from Lower, ort, Garry wr ftten dan 
January, 1852. He noted, on the basis of information from 
Edmonton, that the Columbia party was late due to the long 
passage of the Saskatchewan brigade and the fact that the “a 
trail was obstructed with deadfall and in very bad raat 
Thus the Columbia party probably arrived late at Fort 
Assiniboine, possibly in October rather than in September. 
This letter also reveals the continual problems with the 
trail experienced by all the traffic passing over it. 
Although it might seem from the previous statements that 
communication between the western slopes and Fort 
Assiniboine was limited to spring and fall, this was not 


true. There was contact at other times of the year. On 


Christmas Day, 1828, for example, Baptiste Berland and 
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Jacques Cardinal arrived at Fort Assiniboine from Jasper 
House with some Columbia sion ceeeere 

we addition to mail, personnel and their families 
passed between the lower Columbia and New Caledonia and 
Edmonton and York Factory through Fort Assiniboine. A 
number of persons travélled with the express every year, 
particularly in the fall. The autumn express became a 


vehicle for the transport of employees to the west side 


of the mountains. They helped to crew the Saskatchewan 


brigade to Edmonton and then proceeded to Fort Assiniboine, 


boarded boats for Jasper House, and proceeded on over the 


Athabasca Pass to Boat Encampment on the Columbia and down 


to Fort Vancouver. Men destined for New Caledonia would 


separate from the others and go through the Yellowhead or 


Leather pass to the posts of the New Caledonia District, 
when they did not follow some other route there. These 
arrangements are noted in the minutes of the Council of 
the Northern Department for Outfits 1825-1853 inclusive. 
The minutes reveal, first of all, that men were sent to 


Columbia District through Edmonton each year throughout 
181 


186 


the 


this period, as exemplified by this resolution of 1842: 


64. That Alexander Anderson, Clerk, and 
William Todd, Apprentice P.M. with 20 
servants be forwarded to the Columbia 
District, and accompany the 
Saskatchewan Brigade under the charge 
of C.T. Harriott to Edmonton, from 
thence proceed under the charge of 
Mr. Anderson to Vancouver, unless he 
may receive further instructions from 
C.F. McLoughlin en route, by which he 
will regulate his movements.~84 
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Sometimes, as in 1830, additional men for this district 
were also forwarded from York Factory via Fort Chipewyan, 
the SEE EA ee ee and New Re oe gee This was one of 
the routes followed by New Caledonia men when not proceed- 
oe through Edmonton and Fort Assiniboine; the other was 
by sea to Fort Vancouver and thence through the interior 
to these posts. These routes were used by the New 
Caledonia servants, to the exclusion of the other, during 
Outfits 1825),< 1830-1839 ,! andi t8sds'and possibly during 
Outfits 1834, 1838, and el ea During the remainder 
of the period (1826-1853), except for the years noted 
above, New Caledonia staff travelled to their posts each 
fall via the Saskatchewan River, Edmonton, and Fort 
Assiniboine; sometimes one of the other routes would be 
used. as AoW ‘Men came out via Fort Assiniboine and 
Edmonton in the fall and spring as well to York Factory. 
Finan McDonald was to cross the mountains to the east for 
retirement in the autumn of 1826, and John McDonell and 
George. McDougall: were given the same instructions For the 
spring of eciigs The Fort Assiniboine post journal 
entry. .of Mayoil2, 1831 noted the arrival“in tworcanoes: from 
the Columbia of Ghar Trader Alexander R. Macleod and 
Messrs. Burnsten, Douglas, and Pambrun, and their 

Ns Dae aa Families were often taken with the express 
and personnel party. The number of men shipped by this 
route varied; in 1826 there were 25; in’ 1829, 42; in 


188 
1848), &2 3.. Thus there were Columbia personnel 
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travelling through Fort Assiniboine each year, in the 
spring and fall, during Outfits 1825-1853. New Caledonia 
personnel also sometimes travelled this way. Thus, with 
the Jasper House and Lesser Slave Lake men taken into 
account, a substantial number of people passed through 
fhe fort during these seasons. ~~~ 

After 1853 the number of men transported through 
Edmonton and Fort Assiniboine dropped drastically, for 
reasons which will be discussed shortly. 1853 was the 
last outfit during which men were given the regular ae ieae 
by the Council of the Northern Department to be sent to 
the Western and Oregon Departments (new names for the New 
Caledonia and Columbia Districts). Thereafter the only 
mention in the minutes of Council of sending men to the 
Pacific coast area from York Factory Se sual wes 
Assiniboine consisted of orders in Outfits 1857-1860 that 
six servants were to proceed to New Caledonia via the 
Saskatchewan River. In 1857 they were to proce eid: (6,0 
Jasper House and through the Yellowhead Pass; in the three 
other years they were to go via Saskatchewan to Peace 
River (probably Dunvegan) and winter there, and then pro- 
ceed to New Caledonia in the ieibha, This) last 
regular movement of employees in 1854 also marks the last 
time that the express was sent through Edmonton, Fort 
Assiniboine, and the Athabasca Pass. Two other instances 
of personnel movement are recorded. During the summer of 


1855 a man went to Jasper House who had brought a packet, 
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probably mail, from Fort Victoria to Edmonton during the 
previous winter and who wanted to catch the boat back to 
the coast the ensuing eee This is proof that 
neither regular express nor personnel were going through 
to Victoria that year; if they had been, this man would 
not have had to-return to the coast in the "spring boat", 
which must have been one of those which carried the 
returns of the Western Department out to Victoria in the 
sprang. «ihe ~econd instance is Moberly's transport of 
sixteen men, destined for the Western Department, to that 
place via Fort Assiniboine, Lesser Slave Lake, and Peace 
River in the fall of ea Thus it can be seen that 
the regular method of transportation of personnel, and 
also the express, came to an end with Outfit 1853; during 
the years afterward, to 1860, there were some men trans- 
ported, but the transcontinental function of Fort 
Assiniboine was coming to an end. 

Supplies were also shipped over the trail between 
Edmonton and Fort Assiniboine for the Company's territories 
west of the mountains. Provisions were often a cargo, as 
was personnel, carried with the express in the autumn. In 
1839, for example, Dr. John McLoughlin, with express and 
personnel, left Edmonton August 30 in company with the 
brigades for Jasper House and Fort Assiniboine, the pack 
train numbering 120 ponses:. His party embarked at Fort 
Assiniboine in five boats and one North canoe, carrying 
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about 70 pieces of provisions. The shipment. of 
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provisions and trade goods through Fort Assiniboine in 
this regard is well documented in the post's accounts. 
In Outfit 1826, for example, blankets, highland garters, 
and cloth shirts to the value of £14 14s. 6d. which had 
been shipped there from the Columbia Depot were used as 
part of the post's outfit. During September, October, 
and November of the same year £90 9s. 2d. worth of such 
sundries as gunpowder, moose skins, copper kettles, 
canoes, rum, pounded meat, and grease were shipped to the 
Columbia and New Caledonia, 35 horses being used for this. 
£11 5s. 2d. worth of sundries were shipped thus in Outfit 
1832. The reciprocal nature of this arrangement is again 
shown by the entry that#6 6s. worth of grease, meat, gum, 
pemmican, and bark was supplied by the Columbia District 
to Fort Assiniboine in May and August of es idee A con- 
siderable amount of trade goods was shipped from the 
Columbia to Fort Assiniboine during the 1820's. In 1826 
this stock was ordered to be taken by the Saskatchewan 
District as part of Outfit 1827 and any remainder brought 
out to Cumberland and Norway House in the spring of Mer 
The practice of shipment of goods from Saskatchewan to the 
western slopes was still in existence in Outfit 1856, when 
H.J. Moberly took buffalo grease to the Western Department 
from Edmonton via Fort Assiniboine, Lesser Slave Lake, and 
le, 
Peace rRaver: 


The role of the Saskatchewan District in supplying 


leather for the trade has already been discussed, in regard 


i | 


id) ancediniess’ Jo reegm 


HeAGAD De vi deud ae a 

a AM T'HG iia dunia it bain by . 
ben Node abh «are wae ie cule tt 
oh BWA) ete, Jocen oft oF a | pibienivins i 
fade'tel , tater sah iba iho aya ee 
1 “Seino epee sade elute aia 
fd om Hea iAe edhe! weehre bie , hea’ Pevinis sew 
vce? Ha) peed etait ce) oie: wen pie € a 
ae nj deel a ihe any neck aes SarAinow! OB ett 
isyh gd oehweeate EA oH eqeipne iyporgtowe wit " 
ee vy Fe we ee ny Wow. ‘ea ved eting, oat bd 
bos beh wi TL fe $¢ 3:3 hi bid lain ener: Dew 
i TS a Mil 1d bad ai sna guainad 
sy SARE Ren ihr apie abe, oa) 48 headin 
AQP’ evbased ait yo (anbpob ili bend ot 
wévote suman’ ols! ue Tana id ad perebte ena mt 
rly aa agt 9 woes malas, CN SBIR Keay pa) Ww Sreq da sola 
ahaa oe Qreneriys witb SRE hail yuan. ive bet sadimyd” vi 


- Hh ay), Veworta kyl eee sn aint 16 iwmingaite Yo sdidpangy 


vj 


ae yaeel. 1h Tautt Ad whbedeass nk vide ee 8 ego. tejnshats s ie 
, he) hs 
Srensaaid cindoow ad ps seearg wha? Ou sad} Ersdont ea a " 


hws pate J ¢yvele SGeue, ~<OAIGARIL beh ya aiy Wenom a -paay! i 
«Seb 


" ete ae ay 
br igkaque ih sourdel el Hee Meteegey wad V0) “eat awh 
et : 
Gieee) 1h bees imme Saal said dur Shaes. — vonieeh " 


ki 1 


in a _- le 7 


74 


to Fort Assiniboine's participation in the efforts to 
gather this rei, Part of the quotas of leather 
required from the Saskatchewan District were destined for 
New Caledonia, and were ordered to be shipped through Fort 
Assiniboine. This was the case during the following out- 
fal cor 82531828 , 283441839, iO teeta During these 
years the leather (including pack cords, babiche, sinews, 
etc.) went from Fort Assiniboine to Jasper House, usually 
in company with the express, personnel, etc. travelling to 
the Columbia and New Caledonia. The New Caledonia men, 
leather, provisions, etc. went, not through the Athabasca 
Pass, but through the Leather, or Yellowhead Pass to Téte 
Jaune Cache and then on to their posts. This route was 
surveyed in the autumn of 1825 by Chief Trader James 
McMillan, in charge of Fort Assiniboine. He surveyed the 
track through this pass from Jasper House to the head of 
the Fraser Koneneded and the new route was henceforth 
used by the New Caledonians during the years noted above. 
Sometimes, the leather was not taken all the way to New 
Caledonia by the express party in the fall and was left 
at Fort Assiniboine, as in Pe It was undoubtedly 
transported later on during the season. The mention of 
transport of leather ceases in the minutes of the 

Council of the Northern Department after ee the 
last recorded shipment of leather to New Caledonia was 
with H.J. Moberly in the autumn of 1856, from Edmonton 


202 
‘via Fort Assiniboine, Lesser Slave Lake, and Peace River. 
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The movement of these four things - express, 
personnel, supplies, leather - between Fort Assiniboine 
and the Columbia and New Caledonia districts is well 
documented in Edward Ermatinger's "York Factory Express 
Jeurnale for OUtTHes 18270. *Hevieft York (Factory: with! the 
autumn expresses preanty 14, ee cope at Edmonton 
September 10. He departed three days later for Fort 
Assiniboine, reaching that place on September 18. At his 
departure from Edmonton, his party had six saddle and 29 
pack a tdesa b Their baggage list clearly reveals that 


provisions, leather for New Caledonia, and the express 


paper trunk were being carried: 


12 packs dressed leather % bale Sundries - families 
1 bale portage straps 2 case and basket - Dr. Todd 
owen robes for Jasper 2 barrels biscuit 
House 1 keg sugar 
1 cassette & portmanteau 1 keg tea 1 at 
Drees lodd *% Maccaroni 
ts a Mr... McDougall 1 keg Beef and Pork 
A. is Eas 1 keg spirits for Drams 
1 families Prov’: 
LAGar Camad Lot ¢ 6 bags Pemican 
Leblanc) 2 bales Dried Meat ea. 
i bag filour Jew. Dease SO) Dis. 
1 keg sugar . 2 prs. Saddle Bags grease 
Zz ,." do families ea. 100 lbs. 
2) bags flour do 8 bags potatoes 
4, Maccaron do 5 beds and sundry small 
i? casey Gs Med parcels 
L tent sda 
ilo: (Dre toda 
1 paper Trunk 


On his journey to Fort Assiniboine, Ermatinger mentioned 

points along the old trail as named by the fur traders: 
ie 

Grand Echaffaud, Riviere qui barre, Berlend’s Vake, Lac 


La Nonne, Jolie Prairie, Les Deux Rivieres, and finally 
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Fort Assiniboine. At the fort canoes were repaired, and 
poles and paddles See lhe party left Fort Assiniboine 
in four canoes on September 20. They had picked up 16 more 
packs of leather for New Caledonia at Fort Assiniboine and 
also some other goods; these were not in the above list on 
departure from Edmonton. These goods consisted of: powder 
and shot, guns, trade goods, flour and sugar, pemmican, and 
ca: The list of people in each canoe reveals that 
the families of McDougall, of New Caledonia, and Klyne of 
Jasper House, and also of A.R. Mcleod and A. Ogie were 
transported. The crew lists of the canoes sania 31 mames ; 
these men were the balance of the Columbia and New Caledonia 
servants sent from York Factory that Teer The trade 
goods were left at Jasper House, and the two parties shortly 
afterwards separated for the Athabasca and Yellowhead 
Passes. The New Caledonia party had 40 horses to carry 
their leather, provisions, and gentlemen and families, while 
the Columbia party had 15 horses to carry people and bag- 
gage, which consisted of cases, portage straps and pro- 
visions. No guns nor powder and shot are listed among the 
baggage, but some were certainly tA sbi Ermatinger 
also took charge of the spring express of Outfit 1827; one 
of the passengers on that trip was a Mr. Dease, probably 
John W. Dease, who was picked up at Fort eee, There 
were undoubtedly Chief Factors travelling with the spring 


and fall expresses to and from the meetings of the Council 


of the Northern Department every summer at Norway House or 
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York Factory. The purpose of the above discussion has 
been to show how the transmountain party carried express, 
personnel, supplies, and leather through Fort Assiniboine 
imesprangiiand autumn during Outfits @825-1855. There is 
one final cargo which deserves discussion here: fur. 
in February 1839 the Hudson's Bay Company obtained 
a monopoly from the Russian American Company of the trade 
and navigation of certain of the latter's territory on the 
northern Pacific Coast, in return for which it was to 
supply provisions and seasoned land-otter skins to the 
nN 
Russians. These otter skins came from both sides of 
the mountains, and those from the eastern side were col- 
lected in Rupert's Land and shipped to the Pacific coast 
by the Saskatchewan River through Edmonton and Fort 
Assiniboine. The otters were taken to Sitka in the 
Hudson's Bay Company steamer "Beaver." They were sent 
therefore to Fort Vancouver and, after 1843, to Fort 
Peleg 
Viieter aa: This began in 1840, according to Council's 
resolution of 1839: 
72. That 3000 seasoned Land Otter Skins 
excluding Cub, damaged and staged be 
provided from the East side of the 
Mountains to complete the Contract 
entered into with the Russian American 
Company to be taken across the Mountains 
commencing with 1840 in the Columbia 
Brigade solas to be delavered by ‘the lat 
February every year commencing with 1841 
in order to obtain payment by Bills on 
St. Petersburgh in time to be remitted 
by the Spring Express. 212 
The otters were shipped in this fashion every year until 


ran ee) : 
L843 inelusiave. In 1849 a new treaty was made with the 
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Russian American Company which provided that all the 
treaty otters were to come from the west side of the 
ne ee and thus no more were shipped through Fort 
Assiniboine. 

This terminates the discussion of Fort Assiniboine's 
relationships with the other posts of the Saskatchewan 
District and of the Columbia and New Caledonia Districts 
(later the Oregon and Western Departments). Through this 
analysis one can see that the routes over the trail to the 
post and on to the mountains or Jasper House and Lesser 
Slave Lake, or the reverse, became standard routes for 
travel to and from these places. For this reason Fort 
Assiniboine played host to a number of known and also un- 
doubtedly some unknown travellers. There were, for 
example, Alexander Ross, Paul Kane, and Father De Smet, 
who have been discussed already. Local missionaries used 
times outer as Well. “Robert 1. Rundle wenb an February 1842 
to Lesser Slave Lake via Fort Nes crteaatde with George 
McDougall, the man in charge at Lesser Slave Lake, who was 
PetuniUung, EO Hee pest. ~ Rumale also weeived Mort 
Assiniboine several times for the purpose of preaching the 
et She Father Albert Lacombe also passed through the 
post, on his way to Lesser Slave Lake in the spring of 


LBs Thus the use of the trail was by no means limited 


to fur traders or Indians travelling to the posts to trade. 
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Fort Assiniboine: End of the Transcontinental Function 

The transcontinental function of Fort Assiniboine 
came to an end with the conclusion of Outfit 1860. This 
wae Ene last year in which personnel are known to have 
been sent from York Factory to the Company's territories 
on the western Slopes. The last known shipment of leather 
and provisions was in Outfit 1856, and the overland express 
had ceased to operate after Outfit 1853. Why dadirt he 
transcontinental function of the fort end? 

The answer to this question lies partly in the Ffollow- 
ing statement by A.S. Morton about the Edmonton-F ort 
Assiniboine-Pacific route: 

The new route to the Columbia held 
the field until the Panama route and 
steamgys on the Pacific put it out of 
use. 

The connection of the Pacific coast with England 
through Panama was the beginning of the end for the over~ 
land route. Regular monthly correspondence was had with 
the Committee in orden via Panama beginning in eet 
this is clearly illustrated in the correspondence of Eden 
Colville. In a Wester to Sir J.H. Pelly from Victoria in 
1849, Colvile mentioned the steamer which went to Panama. 
From there mail crossed the isthmus to the eastern coast, 


was taken to Washington, or perhaps other American ports 


on the eastern seaboard and thence across the Atlantic to 


vad ie 
Britain. Obviously this was a great improvement over 


the overland route. It was of course year-round, and was 
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of a monthly nature in contrast to the overland route, 
which had taken three to four months to travel between York 
Factory and the Pacific er Neen However, in spite of the 
new mail line the old express continued to operate as usual 
for a few years. Although the depot for the Columbia and 
New Rake denis uote oni ee was moved to Victoria in 1849 after 
the Oregon Crisis, the express continued through the in- 
terior of British territory to Boat Encampment and the 
Athabasca Pass. Beginning in 1850, the express abandoned 
the Columbia from Fort Vancouver and used the Hope Trail 
from Fort Hope on the Fraser River to arrive at the pass 
and then proceeded as ner Eden Colvile wrote to the 
Governor, Deputy Governor and Committee in London from 
Norway House on July 21, 1852 that he had had news and 
accounts from the western slopes by the usual spring ex- 
UG pei Thus sthe. 0regon Crisis Jang wesultant shift.from 
the Columbia River was not the reason for the end of the 
overland route to York Factory. 

The reasons for the end of the overland route to 
and from York Factory were twofold; the first was the 
advent of the more convenient and faster mail route via 
Panama and the United States to England. The second was 
the establishment of the Western and Oregon Departments 
as separate entities from the Northern Department, which 
took effect June 1, 1853. The Oregon Department was to 


be dissolved once the Hudson's Bay Company's possessory 


rights in the American territory of Oregon had been 
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Zee 
disposed of. The region west of the mountains was 


therefore independent of the Northern Department, and the 
express would not be needed to or from York Factory. In 
fact, receiving instructions from both London and Rupert's 
Land was confusing and possibly inconvenient to the trade. 
Colvile remarked on this exactly when he wrote to the 
Governor, Deputy Governor, and Committee in London on 
July 21, 1852 that he wholeheartedly approved of the two 
Forthcoming new departments as he had, in sending instruc- 
tions to the Board of Management (the governing body of 
the two departments), feared that his own instructions 
would contradict those sent from London and possibly upset 
paaladdet” 4 Colvile wrote in the same letter that no men 
were required from the east side of the mountains that 
year and that it was hoped that none would be needed from 
Bedvgdals Actual estrangement from the Northern Department 
would soon be completed. Thus the stage was set for the 
end of regular use of the overland route through Athabasca 
Pass. In Outfit 1853 the express and personnel went 
through, but no more, as far as is known, did so. Hector 
Said in 1859 that as late as 1853 express and freight had 
gone over this Hitec es by 1858, however, the overland 
route had been abandoned. Simpson wrote to the Secretary 
of the Hudson's Bay Company on April 19 of that year: 

---the overland route from the West 

side of the mountains having el 


discontinued of late years, 


Palliser, on his famous expedition, reached the Pacific 
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Coast by the Kootenay and not the Athabasca Pass. 


With the demise of regular use of the Athabasca Pass, 
the end of Fort Assiniboine's function as a transcon- 
tinental way station was not long in coming. As was 
discussed previously, a few more men and supplies were 
sent to the Western Department via Fort Lee aa 
With the new communication and administrative developments 
on. the Pacific Coast, it was only a short time until the 
last flow of men and provisions from the east side of the 
mountains through Fort Assiniboine was allowed to dry up. 
The Athabasca Pass soldiered on in two more instances: 
that of the man described above who went to Jasper House 
im 35, to, qo to Victoria. inthe spring, of oon and 
that of W.L. Hardisty of the Hudson's Bay Company, who in 
the summer of 1858 crossed the pass to meet Chief Factor 
Aside Pca It is possible that Hardisty travelled 
directly overland to Jasper House on Moberly's traek. 
Hardisty's trip is the last known one by a Hudson's Bay 
Company man over the Athabasca ee Some men, pro- 
visions, and leather were also sent during Outfits 1856- 
1860 to New Caledonia from York Factory via Edmonton, Fort 
Assiniboine, and the Leather Pass or from Fort Assiniboine 
through Lesser Slave Lake and Peace River to their 
oe ad Thus 1860 was the last known outfit 
during which Fort Assiniboine served as a transcontinental 


fur. trade way station; thereafter it continued its trans- 


port role within the Saskatchewan District and also 
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existed asp,aqluraitrading posts 

Fort Assiniboine had become, during Outfit 1824, a 
newly important post, rising from its previous status of 
a simple fur trade establishment. This importance was due 
rather toyits new transport role than to its role as a 
trading Sost ee rahe was a very important link between the 
head of travel on the Saskatchewan River, Edmonton, and 
the highway to the passes over the Rockies, the Athabasca 
River, for nearly 30 years. During the same time it 
was a very important link between Edmonton, the chief post 
of the Saskatchewan District, and some of the posts of that 
district. It is this double importance as a transport 
link, as well as possessing some importance as a fur trade 
post, which is the distinguishing feature of this second 
period, the most versatile in Fort Assiniboine's history. 
Toward the end of this period its importance as a trans- 
continental way station began to decline and finally faded, 
while some of its importance as a local way station 
declined as well. Thus it entered the third and final 
period of its history as a Hudson's Bay Company establish- 
ment, as a post whose main concern was local transport but 


which also did a small amount of trading. 
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Chapter 3 

Fort Assiniboine 1861-1877: Local Way Station 

After the year 1860-61, Fort Assiniboine lost its 
transcontinental transport role, as detailed in the last 
chapter, and reverted to a Bete of gee Significance 
within the aa ga an District as a caits trade post and 
way station. As in the previous period the post's impor- 
tance was due more to its transport function than to its 
value as a fur trade establishment. Fort Assiniboine 
continued under fireae conditions for another 15 years 
at which time new transport arrangements linking Edmonton 
with the Athabasca River affected the Hudson's Bay Company's 
abandonment of the post. 

Fort Assiniboine's importance as a fur post continued 
to be fairly small, as in previous years. This condition 
is indicated, once again, by the ranks of its managers. 
They were low, never going higher than clerk, and were 
usually below that. Olivier Belrose, Interpreter, was in 
charge during the winter of 1861-62, while John McAulay, 

a clerk, took over for the summer of pene McAulay's 
successor was William Calder, who was of a low rank (post- 
master) as well in the Company's service. He began his 
term as manager of Fort Assiniboine in the fall of 1862; 
Calder continued in this position, winter and summer, 
UNCLE VuUErit TB872Z peat a wee when ee according to 


Horetzky, anxious to leave the place. Calder was there- 


fore the longest-serving manager of Fort Assiniboine, 
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having served ten full years in that position; the longest 
any other man had been in charge of the post was five 
years, in the case of John Rowand, a. During the sum- 
mer of 1873 and the winter of 1873-74 a Mr. Gordon seems 

to have been in charge of the a The last known 
manager of Fort Assiniboine was Antoine beeuere is Outfit 
1874, an inteapeatert. The identity of the manager for 
Outfits 1875 and 1876 is unknown. These are the last two 
years in which the post was included by the Council of the 
Northern Department in its deliberations, and in both cases 
the post was to have had the services of an interpreter 
during the winter, with Chief Factor Hardisty deciding the 
summer arrangements for the Edmonton District. Francis 
Whiteford, an interpreter who had been in charge at Pigeon 
Lake during Outfit~1874, was listed as disposable within 
the Edmonton District during these two outfits; he may have 
been the last man in charge of Fort Assiniboine. 

Thus att .can'be seen: thatthe ranks of -bhe post's 
managers were relatively low; interpreters, clerk, and 
postmaster. As was the case with the previous period, this 
reflects its small importance as a fur inne establishment. 
lhe javailable references ‘to Tetupns support this assumption. 
On May 14-15, 1866, the returns from Jasper House and Fort 
Assiniboine, totalling 31 packs, and those from Lesser Slave 
Lake, totalling 36 packs, arrived at Ean ailbpenc: Although 


the exact number soffun packs from Fort. Assiniboine is 


impossible to discern, it is obvious that they were less, 
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and probably much less, in number than those of Lesser 
slave Lake. These figures, in addition to supporting the 
lee that Fort Assiniboine was of a lesser importance 
as a fur trade establishment, also show that the ascendancy 
of Lesser Slave Lake post over the former continued from 
the previous eee These two arguments are also sup- 
ported by the outfit return and supply figures which-span 
the period covered in this chapter, listed in Appendices 
2 and 4. The post consistently earned some of the lowest 
returns and required some of the lowest amounts of supplies 
of any post in the Saskatchewan (later Edmonton) District. 
Fort Assiniboine's prime a ete was transport, not 
DRENGLAG wis .f UII 

The statit. during shis.last. peniod of, athe past,'.s 
history was small, as far as can be determined. There were 
few or no men at the establishment besides the manager. 
There were, at times, employees besides the manager serving 
at..the post;.a few references to such servants:.exist. in; the 
Edmonton post journals. A man arrived with Calder from the 
pag.t fe provisions ;in July 1868, and) Calder,left Edmonton 
with two men and his outfit in September of that Tae 
Calder and James Richards started for Fort Assiniboine on 
JUNE Lie Be Op oor ihe: ssummer a Whether or not 
this man.was an employee: at the post .is' not certain. Al- 
though it is possible that men besides the manager served 


atthe ost in obher, years,.1t, is,.also,,poseible tthat for 


much of this period there was only one man, the manager, 
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ac Lhe post... ints Wace the state of affairs when Haretzky 
described Fort Assiniboine's staff in the autumn of 1872: 
"We found one solitary clerk, who, with two or three 
tndians; were the only inhabitants of the bse 4 The 
several indians Horetzky found may have’ been fort Auinters, 
but they Peat eh de have merely been nae who lived, 
hunted, and trapped in the neighbourhood of the post. It 
will be remembered from the last chapter that although the 
Council or the Nortinern Departinent-orten détailed only one 
or two men besides the manager to serve at Fort 
Assiniboine during that period, post journals, account 
books, etc. revealed that in practice more men were some- 
times employed at the seers This same condition might 
also have prevailed during the period under discussion in 
this chapter, but it is likely that such was not the case. 
During these years the post had no known transcontinental 
role in transport and its local transport role was sev- 
erely limited due to the direct route from Edmonton to 
Jasper House, which will be discussed in due .course, 
There was a definite decrease in traffic through Fort 
Assiniboine and therefore a corresponding decrease in the 
number of men needed for the post seems quite likely. 

In addition to ‘these domestic aspects. af Fort 
Assiniboine's history during this period, there are: sev- 
eral others to discuss, the first being construction and 


layout of the place. No more detailed information is 


available about the post's architectural history during 
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this period than during the last. The post remained a 


small group of huts, perhaps retaining during this period 
As, 
the palisade mentioned earlier by Hector. Charles 


Horetzky described the, post: as follows in, 1872: ) "The so 


Gaddied 2 ort! ssa here, (collect ioy.of tudnous old. log 
16 i 
DUMLOIN G64 ay sli try: teretzky ifedtithat the post. was. iin 


decline and that in the main the place seemed rather 
inhospitable: 


Fort Assiniboine was, doubtless in 
the good old days of the monopoly, a 
snug enough little spot; but it has 
been allowed te fall into decay. It 
is very nicely situated upon a fine 
level terrace about twenty-seven 
feet, above ine cavers. pin bhe rear, 
the land rises to a considerable 
height, and is everywhere covered 
with thick forest; but the aspect was 
bleak and desolate in the extreme, 
and we felt glad that our stay here 
was, to, be of the, shortest.) Ins the . 
course of the afternoon we made a 
tour of inspection, accompanied by 
Mr. Calder, who was heartily sick of 
the place, and intended_leaving at 
the first opportunity. 


It would appear that Calder kept a cow, in addition to the 
horses used for transport on the trail to Edmonton; 
Horetzky Fenians bret his party was furnished with "a few 
pounds of cl dl gra W.S. Gore, unfortunately, 
mentioned nothing about the post's architectural char- 
acteristics in his notebook when he visited the post and 
surveyed the Hon. PeSserve: There: a1 het ait The small 
size of the post and of the rest of the establishment at 


Fort Assiniboine is shown by the report of the Governor 


and Committee of the Hudson's Bay Company dated June 28, 
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1872. This report contains a list of the reserves at each 
or tie Company's posts, exclusive of the reserve of fertile 
land which was shortly after laid out in accordance with 
the surrender agreement with Canada. The Fort Assiniboine 
reserve comprised 50 acres; no other post in the 
Saskatchewan District had such a small acreage except Old 
White Mud Fort, which also had 50 acres. Edmonton and 
_Wictoria, for example, each had 3,000 acres, while Rocky 
Mountain House, Lesser Slave Lake, Lac Ste. Anne, and 

Lac La Nonne had 500 acres, and Pigeon Lake had 100 apaae 
Phese=tagures*are indicative of the'’small size of: Fort 
Resahibedns in relation to other posts of the Saskatchewan 
District. 

Provisioning or Ether post was just as difficult during 
these years as it had been during the previous ones. Very 
little information is available on this condition, but the 
truth of its existence is attested to by Horetzky, who 
remarked on the absolute scarcity of provisions at the 
post{gsave for Calder*s butter, an nis -arraval in howe 
Provisions were obtained from Edmonton; Calder and one man 
arrived there for the purpose of obtaining supplies of 
foed. ih. July 1dsa, A -tather grin vrew of "Fort 
Assiniboine's provisioning problem appears in the follow- 
ing extract from the Edmonton post journal dated December 
29S APSE: 

Mes Calder & 2 men arrived From 


Fort Assiniboine today, coming for 
assistance in provisions, their 
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fisheries failed and Indians have 
given in no provisions, as they are 
starving themselves, and complain of 
the poverty of their lands. in Fur 
Bearing Animals & no moose. 23 

The trail continued during this period to be a source 
of trouble, through its being obstructed with fallen timber 
and generally in bad condition. In the Edmonton Report on 
Disiteriict thhee2 sithe, bad istate, of the road was Er iele 
Horetzky oted sections of the trail nearly impassable, 
especially for le The terrible state of the road 
was also noted by Chief Factor Richard Hardisty, in charge 
Gn vtiine Edinoenten {Dastri Cty jum shasi report of June Bipob8is3. to 
Chief Commissioner James A. Grahame at Fort Garry. He des- 
ecribed the road as so bad that freighters would not try to 
use it; its impassability was a result of heavy rains and 
deep snow during the preceding summer and ea aire 
was. undoubtedly spent by the post staff in attending to the 
trail. 

One last aspect of Fort Assiniboine's domestic history 
during ttheapernod: remains 4b0ebeidescussead; haw it was) ins 
fluenced by general Northern Department measures for the 
department and for the Saskatchewan District. During 
Hubfstsn1861-1868, leather wasetoyge gathered throughout 
the Northern Department for the use of the Southern 
Department, and during Outfits 1864-1865, 1867-1870 pro- 
visions, horses, stock, and crops were to be raised 
throughout the Northern sulceceat ay It is possible that 


the post participated in these activities. Jrading would 
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have been affected by Council's resolutions that the 
hunting of cub bear be discouraged (Outfits 1861-1862), 
that the hunting of cub and small beaver be discouraged 
(Outfits 1862-1863), and by procedural regulations passed 
in regard to the trade of cub beaver and castorum (Outfits 
Tee cen a ‘Tr-regard to liquor, the post would sup- 
posedly have been influenced by the resolutions that no 
Spirits be used or imported anto the Company's territory 
save in the District of Assiniboia and on the route from 
there to York Factory (Outfit 1862) and that no more 
ines be sold to the Indians (Outfit peas Measures 
which applied specifically to the Saskatchewan District 
and which perhaps affected Fort Assiniboine were that 
provisions were to be gathered for the Methye Portage and 
Norway and Cumberland Houses and also that efforts were 
to be made to obtain more buffalo robes (Outfits 1861- 
Peat 

In Outfit 1872 the Saskatchewan District was once 
again to send country produce (pack cords) to New Caledonia, 
although the route taken was not through the old Leather 
(Yellowhead) Pass but by way of Lesser Slave Lake and 
Sika ereig hi This instance is an exception to the normal 
routine of Fort Assiniboine as a local way station in the 
Saskatchewan District. During Outfits 1874-1876, Chief 
Factor Hardisty was ordered to help the Lower Saskatchewan 


(later Saskatchewan) District with as great a quantity of 


provisions and country produce as possible. During Outfit 
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1874 he was also to send country produce in the form of 
pack cords, pemmican, leather tents and buffalo sinews to 
Norway House, arrival to take place in the summer of 
ae 

Fort Assiniboine's important role during this period 
was one of a local way station within the transport net- 
work of the Saskatchewan District. It linked Lesser Slave 
Lake and, to a lesser extent than previously, Jasper House 
to Edmonton. The trail to Fort Assiniboine also served to 
connect the posts at Lac Ste. Anne, Lac La Nonne, and 
StiwAtbert with Edmontons 

Edmonton continued to be the depot in this network 
For Fatt Massiniseink during this period. The outfit for 
and returns from the post travelled through Edmonton, as in 
Outfit 1866. Calder departed with his outfit October om 
1866, and brought in the outfit's returns May 12, 1867. 
The post's summer Pectin of 1866 had come in to Edmonton 
om September, 27, Ce Communication between the two 
posts was year-round. In addition to spring, fall and 
autumn, men passed between them in the middle of the winter 
as well. The winter express passed to Fort Assiniboine 
through Edmonton, and provisions were sometimes taken to 
Fort Assiniboine in the winter in readiness for the spring 
brigades. This was the case in February, Aas Ths 
points out another continuing function of Edmonton as a 


depot for Fort Assiniboine-supply. As already mentioned, 


Calder and one man arrived at Edmonton on July Des onke 6.0 
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a5 
in quest of provisions for their post. The following 


spring a bushels of seed potatoes were sent to Fort 
Se at Edmonton also supplied provisions for the 
brigades coming through in the spring, as described above. 
It supplied articles other than Food, such as forged prod- 
ucts; the Edmonton post journal noted that in September 

and October of 1866, the blacksmith was making articles 

oe Fort Le Oe ae Edmonton was a personnel base for 
the other post during this period; in the summer of 1868 
two men returned from building boats for the transport 
network at Fort Ae acite ete Edmonton was the horse 

base for the other post. asowel is .onoAprid 13% 13869, two 

men left Edmonton with horses and pace BudHies for’ Fort 
Assiniboine, for the use of the brigades with returns 
arriving there inthe coming eal Edmonton remained 
the depot as Fort Assiniboine reverted from a transcontin- 
entalto a local way station, and the relationship between 
the two posts remained much the same through the transition 
in role and identity for Fort Assiniboine. There were some 
changes in the relationship. The personnel exchange was 
different in that there is no evidence during this period 
of the manager of the post residing at Edmonton and 
commuting to his post as was sometimes the case in previous 
ie No longer were Columbia and New Caledonia goods, 
men, express etc. regularly shipped between'the two points 


as had been the case during the previous period. 


Fort Assiniboine also had a changed relationship with 
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Jasper House | during’ this period. Although it ‘is’ certain 
that the returns from Jasper House came through Fort 
Assiniboine in the spring of ae there is no other 
evidence to indicate for certain that goods, furs, etc. 
were shipped between Edmonton and Jasper House through 

Fort Assiniboine-during these years. It is possible that 
such was the case, but it is also possible that the re- 
verse was true. An alternate route from Edmonton to 

Jasper House had been opened in 1858 by H.J. Moberly. 

This route followed the trail to Lac Ste. Anne and then 
struck straight across country for Jasper House, completely 
bypassing the route up the Athabasca via Fort ee ean 
Use of this trail had continued into the period. after 1860- 
1861 and the route had become established. The outfit for 
Jasper House is moted in the Edmonton journals for Outfits 
1868-1870 as having left in carts for Lac Ste. Anne. 

Horses would be used from Lac Ste. Anne and the carts sent 
back to et Possibly the arrangement came into use 
that outfits went by the direct trail and returns came 
through Fort Assiniboine. However, it is also possible 
that any eo ane from Jasper House to Edmonton used the 
direct) trail £ At urn rate, the: dirneet moutvet bye the. 1860's 
had definitely decreased the amount of traffic between 
Jasper House and Fort Assiniboine. Travellers used the 
direct trail. Milton and Cheadle, for example, used the 
direct road to Jasper House, which they described as ob- 


44 
structed by fallen timber and bogs, in 1863, A year - 
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earlier the famous Overlanders of 1862 had also used the 
beAe av. The result of this shift from the Athabasca was 
that Fort Assiniboine became, for the most part, a way 
station between Edmonton and Lesser Slave Lake. 

Thus, hee aae this period, Lesser Slave Lake became 
the post which Fort Assiniboine linked for certain to 
Edmonton, Jasper House possessing its own direct route to 
the headquarters post. Horetzky remarked on this state of 
aifairsaon bas anrivalsatsihe-f ort on September,.6,, 19872: 
"The Sahesiaed 'Fort' is. . ». now used as a sort of half- 
way house Bol vaen the two important posts of Lesser Slave 
Lake and rch oh vont Fort Assiniboine connected Lesser 
Slave Lake to Edmonton, as it had for nearly 40 years 
and its relationship with the post continued as before 
‘during these years. The outfit would be brought to the 
fort on horses, or possibly in carts, and would then be 
embarked in boats for Lesser Slave Lake. The returns would 
travel by the reverse route. In Outfit 1863, for example, 
the Lesser Slave Lake outfit departed from Edmonton on 
September 8, and the returns arrived on horseback on May 10, 
ee ul On September 9, 1867, the Lesser Slave. Lake 
dutfit lef t.£dmonton on 128 horses’ and iniitwo carts. . Jhe 
returns of that outfit arrived May 13, terial Fort 
Assiniboine served as. a storehouse at which furs from Lesser 
Slave Lake were sometimes deposited at varying times of the 


year. On February 18, 1865, for example, men with horses 


and sleds set out from Edmonton to retrieve Lesser Slave 
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Lake returns deposited at Fort Assiniboine. When 


McGillivray, the man in charge of Lesser Slave Lake, ar- 
rived at Edmonton in September 1868 to get his outfit, he 
brought out 70 packs of furs which had been left at Fort 
i One can therefore see that, with the 
winter express from York Factory which came to Lesser Slave 
Lake from Edmonton via Fort Assiniboine, the transport 
system produced year-round communication between Lesser 
Slave Lake and Fort Assiniboine. Finally, there was pos- 
sibly shipment of goods and materials back and forth 
between the two posts, as had been the case during the 
period prior to pee nee 

The Fort Assiniboine trail also linked other posts a 
Edmonton ~ lac Ste. Anne, St. Albert, and Lac ‘La Nonne. 
Although these posts' traffic did not pass through Fort 
Assiniboine, it did pass over the trail built between the 
old post and Edmonton. The outfit for Lac La Nonne, for 
example, left Edmonton September 27, et Cuter Lies, 
returns, supplies, etc. passed over the trail to- these 
posts except when they were closed: Lac Ste. Anne during 
the summer of 1863, St. Albert during the summer of 1867, 
and Lac La Nonne during the summers of 1867-1871. The last 
two posts were both opened during the winter of eeu 

The point of view taken in this thesis has been that 
Fort Assiniboine's function as a way station on a trans- 


continental route carrying personnel, express, etc. Finally 


stopped with the conclusion of Outfit 1860, as detailed in 
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(54 
the previous? chapter .c;oe in 1872,..however, two men 
travelled from Edmonton to the Western Department via Fort 
Assiniboine, Lesser Slave Lake, and Peace ees and 
also during the autumn of this outfit the Saskatchewan 
District was to send pack cords to New Caledonia by the 
same route, as noted Eee F At first this evidence 
would seem to prove that Fort Assiniboine might not have 
lost its transcontinental transport significance. However, 
this role had ceased, at the time specified above. This 
instance of transferral of men. and material is the only 
known one after 1860-61. As far as is definitely known, 
this measure was not repeated. Moreover, this was not a 
erate continental movement of men from York Factory but a 
transfer of men and leather from Edmonton to the Western 
Department. 

Fort Assiniboine, whose importance was due to its 
role in local transport, was abandoned in 1877 because it 
Finally lost even this importance and because it was not 
sufficiently profitable to be kept open as a fur post. 

It has been seen that the post's real value during these 
last years was only as a link between Edmonton and Lesser 
Slave Lake. During Qutfits 1875-1877, events were to take 
place which would effect a new link ae these two 
points and, together with Fort Assiniboine's comparatively 
Low vau'r tppaorit yy: see. the cerd, of. che post's career as a 


Hudson's’ Bay Company establishment. 


Fort Assiniboine's fate was, on the one hand, 
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determined by @the endef its usefulness as a transport 
post. This was a result of the Hudson's Bay Company 
building a new road to the Athabasca River which ran north 
From Edmonton to terminate at the new post (and later 
settlement) of Athabasca Landing. This road was in fact 
designed to replace the old trail to Fort Assiniboine, 
which had ear nield to be troublesome because of its being 
obstructed with fallen timber and seins. By 1875) this 
state of affairs, the concern in the Company with the ex- 
pense of overland transport during this post-monopoly 

Be tani and information in regard to the road described 
above, led Chief Factor Richard Hardisty of Edmonton and 
the Council of the Northern Department to consider ihe 
possibility of replacing the Fort Assiniboine trail with 
another route to the Athabasca River. In his report to 
James A. Grahame, Chief Commissioner of the Company at 
Fort Garry, dated’ June’ 84) -187 51, Hardisty stated that the 
Fate of Fort Assiniboine was uncertaini- ‘The road was so 
bad, after the rains and snow of the previous summer and 
winter, that freighters would not EDy ‘Comyse “Vt... He: also 
stated that knowledgeable natives had told him that a good 
road could be easily cut to a location on the Athabasca 
two days down from Fort Assiniboine. Aside from the 
physical advantages of such a road, it would save two 
days' expense on the trip to Lesser Slave Lake, an impor- 
tant consideration in view of the heavy land transport 


expense of. the, time. Finally, Hardisty noted that if the 
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Iroquois of Jasper House could be persuaded to stay at 
the post on "Smoking River" (Smoky River post), it could 


be supplied from Edmonton through Lesser Slave Lake, and 
29 
Jasper House would not have to be kept up. Thus 


Hardisty envisaged changes in the transport network which 
consisted not only of an improvement of the route to Lesser 
Slave Lake but also a scheme for using it as a relay point 
for goods to be carried to Company posts further north and 
west. Hardisty's ideas were embodied in the instructions 
issued to him at the Northern Department Council meeting 

at Carlton the same summer: 


26. That with a view of relieving the 
Transport to Lesser Slave Lake, Chief 
Factor R. Hardisty be instructed to 
examine the Country between Edmonton 
and the nearest point on the Athabasca 
River below Slave Lake River and proceed 
with the construction ef the: road this 
autumn if a better route is found than 
the one at present made use of to Fort 
Assiniboine: and that he instruct 
W. Young to examine the country between 
Lesser Slave Lake, and the Forks of the 
Peace and Smoky Rivers; reporting on the 
practicability and probable cost of 
making a road between these two points.6J 


Work was begun on the new road in .the autumn of 1875; it 
Pec enuelenee during that outfit, and in use by July ee 
It was during the Northern Department Council eee 
at Carlton in July 1876 that the first instructions were 
sent out for, Che inauguration of the new roads to Athabasca 
Landing and From Lesser Slave Lake to Peace River: 
Zee Ihat Chber Faetor Richard Hardisty be 


instructed to forward to Lesser Slave . 
Lake, by the new road to the Athabasca 
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River, 500 pees. of Goods, intended 

for the trade of the Upper Peace River 
Posts as early as possible after the 
same shall have been landed at Edmonton 
From the Steamer "Northcote". 


84. That Chief Factor Richard Hardisty and 

Rodk. R. MacFarlane (in charge of the 

Athabasca District, at Fort Chipewyan) 

be instructed to make arrangements for 

opening up this autumn a cart road from 

lesser Slave Lake to the nearest & 

most eligible point on the Peace River 

for the transport of the Outfits and 

Returns of the Posts in Upper Peace 

River .62 
Fifty head of oxen were also to be brought to Lesser Slave 
Lake for service on the portage between there and the 

6 3 
Peace River. The road was therefore fully put into 
service in Outfit 1876; the Edmonton post journal recorded 
that. in May.and June of 1877 men were sent to Athabasca 
Landing to build boats and take carts to get the returns 
from Lesser Slave Lake, the last of which arrived on June 
26,. 18775 the goods for Outfit 1877 were sent from 
64 

Edmonton by the new road on August 13, 1877. 

The new road system was thereafter a main supply and 
return network for Lesser Slave Lake, the posts of the 
Peace River District (Dunvegan, St. John's, Hudson's Hope, 

65 
Battle River, and Smoky River) and, to some extent, the 
Athabasca and New Caledonia Districts. During the outfits 
after 1876, the Peace River District outfit, and, from 1878 
on, country produce for New Caledonia in the form of 


buffalo skins, pemmican, and sinews were shipped from 


Edmonton through Lesser Slave Lake to their destinations. 
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In addition, some of the outfits for the Athabasca 
District were shipped to Athabasca Landing and thence down- 
river to the” posts! of that district. “To expedite the 
scheme the Company retained a number of oxen at Lesser 
Slave Lake for the road between there and the Peace ites, 
Thus Fort. Assinibaine’s role in the transport network 
from Edmonton was phased out during Outfits 1875-1876. 
This can be considered as the major cause of its abandon- 
ment by the Hudson's Bay Company. Although Fort Assiniboine 
brought in small returns, it could be managed economically; 
this’ was the case during Outfit 1874, according to 
Renayeey.3) Hardisty, however, based his conviction that 
the post's future was uncertain on the fact that the road 
was so ie it,can be inferred from this that Fort 
Assiniboine's main importance was as a transport point. 
This conclusion’ is feinforced by the post's low priority as 
a fur trade post, as revealed in Appendices 3 and 4. Thus, 
once the new transport network was well established (Outfit 
1876), the post's useful life was over, and it was deBbSBty 
efosed “during the summer 'of 1877, after the. eoneluaian of 
UuUtrit £876.” The minutes ef the’ Councit af the Northern 
Department support this assumption; Fort Assiniboine was 
listed during the minutes of 1875 and 1876 among the posts 
of the Edmonton District, with an interpreter in charge of 
it. The interpreter was not named. The minutes of 1877 


contain no mention of Fort Assiniboine, and the measures 


present therein, such as for the transport of portions of 
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the Upper Peace River and Athabasca outfits through 
Edmonton over the road to Athabasca Landing and on to 
their naan eed ss clearly show that the new road was 
Meri! use, during ‘that ouerit and that the old “route wes 
Finished. | Thus it is quite likely that the closure date 
for Fort Assiniboine can be set at some time during the 
summer of “1877, 

This assumption is also reinforced by a further 
measure of the Council of the Northern Department related 
hot to transport but to fur trading procedures during the 
years after the end of the monopoly. Beaver had been 
Eeplaced by silk in shaver and there was considerable 
conpe tition trom tree Hh eaneg a Die PTesult ot this, was 
a drive for economy, which was embodied in resolution 82 
of the minutes of the Council of the Northern Department 
for Levy. “The neavy decline’ in the valve of furs was to 
be met with a maximum reduction of the Indian tariffs, the 
highest possible prices being charged on fancy goods, the 
reduction of summer servant. levels to the absolute minimum, 
and,. most important here, the closure of or reduction of 
business at all unremunerative posts and the closure of 
outposts so as to achieve a’ reduction of district working 
sebentse? Fort Assiniboine had been classified as an 
outpost during Outfit sya It thus seems likely that 
the old post was affected by this measure, ‘which probably 


sealed its fate. 


All that remained at Fort Assiniboine, as far as is 
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known, were the buildings and other physical property 
Gineweniucipeess, don! thersite, -andsthe HeBel.zereserve of 50 
acres, which was five miles down river on the south bank. 
The reserve was surveyed by W.S. Gore during the months 
of January and February of 1873, and Gore noted in his 
report to Donald-Smith, dated November 25, 1873, that the 
post buildings were to be moved there at eae he 4s 
rather unlikely that, at such a late date, such an occur- 
rence took place. Moreover, the fact that the Historic 
Sites and Monuments Board of Canada cairn was located on 
the original site seems to deny that the buildings were 
moved. 

Thus ended over 50 years of existence for Fort 
Assiniboine. It had risen from a simple fur trade 
establishment to become an important way station for both 
transcontinental and local traffic. fThe post served 
faithfully. in both roles until its transport usefulness 
ended and, having become unprofitable to keep open as a 
fur trading post, it was abandoned. Although always a 
simple and small establishment, it nevertheless played an 
important part in the workings of the Hudson's Bay Company's 
trade. network for many years. Its years of existence were 
those of the final period of the Company's monopoly, the 
years when the "Company of Adventurers of England trading 
into Hudson's Bay" was at its greatest degree of consol- 
idation under that monopoly. The fort was established 


only two years after the amalgamation of the Hudson's Bay 
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Company and its rival, The North West Company. Some of 


the men who served at Fort Assiniboine, such as Chief 


Ractor Wakliam 


McIntosh, were former Nor'Westers. The 


post was abandoned only a few years after the Company's 


monopoly had been relinquished. Thus the lifetime of 


Fort Assiniboine spanned one of the most significant and 


important periods of the Hudson's Bay Company's long 


history. A new era was taking over from the old. Even 


while the post 
monopoly lands 
The settlement 


trade monopoly 


was Still in existence, the Company's 
were surrendered and its reserves set up. 
era was taking up where that of the fur 


was leaving off. 
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Minutes of Council Northern Department, 1861. 
Hudson's Bay Archives, B. 239/K/3. For a biography of 
Olivier Belrose see Appendix 5. 


7 Minutes of Council Northern Department, 1862-1870. 
Hudson's Bay Archives, B. 239/K/3. Also extracts from 
Memoranda of same, 1872. Hudson's Bay Archives, D. 38/4. 
Also Edmonton post journal, 1862-1873. Hudson's Bay 
Archives, B. 60/a/32-39. 


: Charles Horetzky, Canada On The Pacific (Montreal, 
POT); pp. -L6-17. 


See Appendix 5. 


Edmonton post journal, 1873. Hudson's Bay 
Archives, B.-60/a/39. 


° Edmonton List of Servants, Outfit 1874. Hudson's 
Bay Archives, B. 60/f/1. Also Minutes of Council Northern 
Department, 1874. Hudson's Bay Archives, D. 38/2. 


" Minutes of Council Northern Department, 1874-1876. 
Hudson's Bay Archives, D. 38/2. 


2 Edmonton post journal, 1865-66. Hudson's Bay 
Arehives, 8. 60/a/54; 


d For a discussion of this condition during the 
years prior to 1861-62, see Chapter 2, pp. 44, 61-62. 


10 Edmonton post journal, July 18 and September 28, 
1868. Hudson's Bay Archives, B. 60/a/36. 


a Edmonton post journal, 1870-71. Hudson's Bay 
Archives, B/60/a/37. 


12 Woretzky, Canada On The Pacific, p. 16. 
‘ie See Appendix 1 and Chapter 2, pp. 38-39. 
t See Chapter 2, pp. 49-50. 
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Hudson's Bay Archives, D. 38/2. By 1874 the old 
Saskatchewan District, still extant in 1872 according to 
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Woods. The Upper Saskatchewan District contained the fol- 
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1875 the Upper Saskatchewan District was renamed the 


| ‘i ae | 
& v¥oel obs + aif +h $ ‘ered. ok, yh eyevin 
pe } Sevrse s% yoeowoen Ye a' ‘plage se ™ 
' i ' ra? t reat . nett vi 9 ‘ak ath : 


ti j 


a 


, ; bap twa 
Ooer 43 jib). voter dssia. quit ene 


i i y , A : 
1. eAt ne Bb LM is Sf ofsd ove 
RUMBA hae a 
sein LAD Sr >| d Saadggiid wwe, fie 
= Vo A 
e'nae jie Tet CO ole ye f ree ions) > 
s BEVA\BS. a isevinday 
¥ a4 “Sane ) lo, £30488 | anu L so She b jaoadat ie iO Ve. 2 . 


: Ni : : 
Qi vice LL at shied oy As at eT 
©} ,» so leew (ed *) fp ba 14 weve ar bane saif” ii to ; 
; i f iy ¥ iiAsig? 
Lave: 4 30 ad yang vita mE Y ey 


Fash ve (A OER 


a Se ‘Cae hee oe 


| 3 - i 
toa $80) Hei} 4 ee ag Ansnaaon 
a he ‘g 7 ENING! ' hla 
ul 


us ie 
, eva ~bO02 aes deapgd vat he 
Am 

PY el pe dy i. 


iG ihe uo a 44 bstuatit Wy Ht ia i ms, 2 : 
PMA 0 eeu ‘gah ye8 vont nN a. 
te at tu a4 mtetTn? wo ae e ite " 
Ln i besides aBY i. 
Ws y rive iP 
s ee a * dweitd aeeetule 
hurt ths vee pay ae § 
‘s, de aN ae 26: 8th if 
-) Wetet we Liv 


- ia eae end oiAl "ak 
a f gma yy Oo ) op 


pam insquei- oe 
Mao Vain. 


Ade, ent beach 
ai ‘ Ri 
m feted a 


e ee 


Edmonton District, while the Lower Saskatchewan District 
succeeded to the older title of Saskatchewan District. 
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Chapter 4 
Towards a Settled Community 

During the 3l-year period of isolation which followed 
the closure of Fort Assiniboine by the Hudson's Bay Company, 
the area of the post, which would eventually become a set- 
tled community, experienced a considerable degree of 
isolation. This isolation was much more severe than even 
the periods of closure by the Company previous to 1877 had 
been. Eighty miles out in the forest from Edmonton on a 
nearly unused trail, Fort Assiniboine for most of this 
period was a forgotten shadow of its former self. However, 
it did not completely fade away into simply an historic 
site cairn. The transportation and communication pattern 
between Edmonton and Fort Assiniboine, which had been set 
up by the forged link of the trail between the two in 1825, 
was to continue in existence. Though dormant during most 
of this period, it eventually would resurrect the abandoned 
post from its isolation and aid its transition into a set- 
tled community. By 1908 the township containing the fort 
Site, township 62, range six, west of the fifth meridian, 
had been surveyed and settlers were in the process of 
securing homesteads, the first of which were officially 
recorded in 1909. This chapter will examine the reasons 
for and conditions of Fort Assiniboine's long isolation 
and the process of its resurrection. 


Some of the last vestiges of the Hudson's Bay Company 
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to remain in the locality after the post's closure were 
quickly eradicated. Local tradition holds that the 
buildings of Fort Assiniboine had been burned down by the 
beginning of settlement of the a oe It is possible 
that this happened quite soon after the closure of the 
post By the Company. G.M. Dawson, who passed through Fort 
Assiniboine in 1879, said that the abandoned buildings had 
been burned a short time ey Thus the physical 
presence of the old post was gone. The Hudson's Bay Company 
reserve of 50 acres remained, however, and would later 
figure into the settlement process of the area. The grant 
was finalized on February 11, te 

During the period extending from the closure of the 
post to the beginnings of permanent settlement, the Fort 
Assiniboine locality experienced a very isolated existence 
which was really only broken by the Klondike gold rush. A 
number of hopeful would-be prospectors struck out for the 
Yukon using the old fur trade trail from Edmonton to Fort 
Assiniboine, a trail cut through the Swan Hills to the 
western end of Lesser ca egies and on to Peace River and 
the gold fields further north. This period can then be 
basically divided into two parts: the years from 1877 to 
the point in time just before the Klondike rush; and a 
second period extending from the Klondike rush to the 
survey and beginning of permanent settlement of the Fort 
Assiniboine township, township 62, range six, west of the 
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post during these years? 

Despite the fact that Fort Assiniboine had been 
abandoned by the Company and the trail had fallen into 
disuse, the route remained known and was used by at least 
one travelling missionary, as missionaries had used it in 
previous pec ems Reverend A.C. Garrioch. of the: Church of 
England, during the months of August, September, and 
October of 1880 passed through old Fort Assiniboine on his 
way to his new post at Fort Vermilion. He left Edmonton, 
travelling tovtherabandomed postaby the oldifurrtrade trail, 
and made his way through the Swan Hills to Lesser Slave 
‘Lake. Taking the wagon road to Peace River Crossing con- 
structed by the Hudson's Bay ae eA ie he then descended 
the Peace River to Fort ree a ee 

Although Fort Assiniboine had been abandoned by the 
Hudson's Bay Company as a fur post, it is possible that the 
area was visited, from 1877 up to the Klondike rush, by 
free traders: and trappers. In 1884 Colin Fraser, Jr... the 
son of Simpson's piper who had been in charge of Fort 
Assiniboine for the Company at one HiRes set up a fur 
trading operation at Lesser Slave Lake.. He constructed a 
post the: next To ac During the years 1890-1895 independ- 
ent traders moved into the Wabasca region, north of Lesser 
Slave Teens It is possible that some of the fur traders 
who were doing business in the region north of Edmonton 


during these years and the trappers who supplied them, may 


have visited the Fort Assiniboine area. 


airs ‘Bi {bagi h “ety wae ” 5064) 


aidieétng gi -% cageg ae! m ‘Aine y 


ty 
’ ie 
fol 
- aa 
« a4 
1 ya ph 13e 
j Le bad 
ue 
' 
By 
: 
etl ‘ 
per ty © 5 ¥ af 
7 5 
i é 2% 27 Vie 
‘ ” 
ae sif3 0 oa 

he: 

: # be i rai 
Faas ) 7 ! * 
beatae 1] 

ae a iP 

sehen) ve 


Lifted w ree do Her sniendintean gah ho 


i iam 
Saar? so 


Cee 
} 
wis cinnaieni pa} Line 
7 Eg Nipat Sx). yi pele 
FLPewsl 1A bee tow an i sa sey { ae 
. a ae | nae . xy 
i Vy aa inom et ay r ye] Tue ahi 
a mia < ie a 
ae ct ai +3 ‘bay j wae: biti < 
ae oe icant waa he | 
Liwtey eh iciy fran Hart ait HOF A 
7 a y Pain / ‘S 
| ‘7 vy te eAgsrusy 
* ewe. oe be 
(FRO) Sy LOS ia EARS you, ni 
eu p oe r d 
if , i ' ; 
eel 


Le 
_ 


7 SE gece eve silt aay a . 


a 


i< toga a ‘x a evi . are 


yee Oe 


U 
bho | pe 


4 LT oft | amt a ai 


nis ie "4 ah oto 


> ' 7 m4) - 7) 4 Mf 


hipaa mie ak Day sa a rater: 
Sees ee ee Ad 
ings ee et x > | eh rie es ; _ 
—?) | Z ie : : 


The natives of the area may have trapped for these 
concerns... This would have been especially true of those 
who Haybd: Bin the north side of the Athabasca River, the 
boundary separating the official areas of Treaties Six and 
Eight. The Crees north of the Athabasca made no treaty 
until 1899, when Treaty Number Eight- was signed with them. 
The Crees, Assiniboines and Saulteaux of the Fort 
Assiniboine region who had traded at the post and who pos- 
sibly continued to live there after the 1877 closure, but 
who lived south of the Athabasca River, were included in 
Treaty Number Six, signed at Fort Carlton in 18764" 
Reserves for these people were set up shortly ete a? 
and it is possible that those who had lived near Fort 
Assiniboine moved to these reserves and did not trap in the 
woods near the fort site. Their fellows north of the river, 
For whom reserves would not have been set up until at least 
1899, continued to live in the wild and probably trapped 


fur to trade with these independent traders. 


The Fort Assiniboine locality was also visited, during 


these years, by Professor John Macoun. Naturalist, explorer, 


and proponent of the Palliser triangle as a fertile agricul- 
13 
tural region, Macoun in 1882 published an epic describing 
14 
the history and prospects of the Canadian West. This book 


carried the lengthy title of Manitoba and the Great North- 


West; the field for investment; the home of the emigrant, 


being a full and complete history of ‘the country. This 


volume contains several references to the state of Fort. 
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Assiniboine at the time and its future prospects. Macoun 
noted the complete absence of roads in the country north of 
the North Saskatchewan River, there being only trails; a 
map shows "Old Fort Assiniboine" and the trail to it from 
| Edmonton, which continues on to Lesser Slave Lake. The 
Athabasca River-walley at Fort Assiniboine was generally 
level, and the soil on either side was excellent sandy loam 
carrying timber, rich grass, and peavine. -The river, 
Macoun felt, was navigable for steamboats from there down 
to Lake Athabasca, save for the Grand Rapids, and develop- 
ee of the region would not be pt eee a The author does 
not mention any people living in the area of Fort 
Assiniboine. Macoun's estimate that development would 
come soon was, however, to prove somewhat optimistic. 
Development of this area would not really begin until the 
process of entering homesteads or otherwise legally taking 
lipp Vane’ was, Dequnans lihas, dimthe Pork Assiniboine district, 
dada note begim untid, L907), wath? the, faret: Vand being legally 
filed on for homestead entry in the Fort Assiniboine 
township in ree | 

During this pre-Klondike gold rush period Fort 
Assiniboine possibly did see some prospectors, hopeful of 
finding rich deposits of gold in the Athabasca River. 
According to J.G. MacGregor, a number of parties of pros- 
pectors were leaving Edmonton in 1890 for the gravel bars 


of the Athabasca, and in 1895 about 85 men travelled over 


the old trail from Edmonton to Fort Assiniboine to prospect 
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for gold there. The Edmonton Bulletin of September 14, 


1896 noted that gold miners were working on the McLeod and 
Smoky Rivers, west of Fort Assiniboine, and that gold was 
18 

to be found on the banks of the Athabasca River. These 
miners probably used the same method as was prevalent on 
the North Saskatchewan River around Edmonton, described as 
follows: 

Some of the gold was panned, but most 

seems to have been obtained by the use 

of sluices, and a variation of the sluice 

called a grizzly, a sort of wheelbarrow 

construction which contained wooden 

riffles to catch the free gold as water 

washed over the sand and gravel and 

permit it to drop to a catch-blanket 

below.19 
Itis possible that prospectors, like trappers, utilized 
the resources of the Fort Assiniboine area before the 
Klondike gold rush. 

Despite this marginal usage of the post area, in the 
main Fort Assiniboine had a very isolated existence during 
Eneser vearsun” [hve can’ bel seen TATSst oT eal in Che crans- 
port patterns of the region of Alberta from Edmonton north. 
Athabasca Landing,. which had replaced Fort Assiniboine as 
the Hudson's Bay Company Athabasca River connection point 
with Edmonton for river transport to Lesser Slave Lake and 

2070 
the Peace River area, continued in this role during these 
years. “The Council of the Northern Department at its meet- 
ing at Fort Carlton in 1882 decreed, for example, that the 


Peace River outfit for 1883 was to be forwarded through 


Edmonton, and that Chief Factor Richard Hardisty, in charge 
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at Edmonton, was to supervise its transport as far as 
Athabasca Landing. The Edmonton District, moreover, was 

to supply country produce for the transport service between 
Lesser Slave Lake and Peace River Crossing. The Edmonton 
District at the time consisted of the following posts: 
Edmonton, Lac Ste. Anne, Bow River, Jasper House, and Lac 
ee Biche. In 1888 the Company built the sternwheeler 
"Athabasca" to serve as transport on this route and by 1892 
she had ascended the Lesser Slave River to Lesser Slave 
os Athabasca Landing also became the Company's ship- 
ping point for goods going to Fort Chipewyan and the 
Mackenzie River posts. Chief Factor Hardisty was to forward 
the Peace River outfit for 1884 to Lesser Slave Lake, and 
the Athabasca District Outfit for 1885 to Athabasca ene 
In this respect the Edmonton-Athabasca Landing route re- 
placed the Methye Portage route as that used for supplying 
the. posts, of the Far North, especially after the steamboat 
"Grahame" was launched by the Company at Fort Chipewyan in 
1883 to ply the lower Athabasca. In 1886 the screw steamer 
"Wrigley" was commissioned ad began transport service for 
the Company on Great Slave Lake and down the Mackenzie 
as The Company was not the only commercial concern 
which was using Athabasca Landing as a jumping-off point for 
the Far North. Edmonton merchants like Richard Secord were 
sending merchandise down the Athabasca River, to be sold 


or traded for furs, in the years before the Klondike gold 


rush. Secord's agent at Fort Chipewyan in 1893 was Colin 
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25 
Pprasenr s).Ir The important point here is that Fort 


Assiniboine did not share in this commerce. It was 
isolated from the business stream emanating from Edmonton 
during these years, save for the trappers, prospectors and 
travellers (Reverend Garrioch and John Macoun) mentioned 
above. 

Fort Assiniboine was also isolated from the process of 
settlement which was going on in this pre-Klondike period 
in and around Edmonton. Edmonton's post office opened on 
Rew tira by 1s, arth ahd byvi889 asilocal board of trade had 
been established. In 1891 an electric light plant was 
erected, and in 1892 Edmonton, with a population of 700 was 
incorporated as a town. By 1894 the population had risen 
to oe Settlement was also spreading outward from 


Edmonton along the old fur trade trail to Fort Assiniboine. 


St. Albert had 1,000 people in 1888, and a telephone had 


been installed in the Bishop's residence three years earlier. 


At this time the settlement contained many residents of 
mixed blood, some of whom might have been relatives of men 
who had served at Fort Assiniboine in fur trade times: Sam 
and Alfred Cunningham, and Octave eee ts A post 
office was opened in St. Albert in eae The location 
known as Pid See Qui Barre, which Edward Ermatinger Fits 
passed in September 1827 on his way to the Pacific coast 
with the Columbia ceca ae had a Hudson's Bay Company 


store in 1885. This was looted by Chief Alexis' bands of 


Assiniboines from Lac. Ste. Anne and from Riviere Qui 
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Barre itself during the North West Rebellion, on April 10, 
eae A post office was opened at Bivaene Qui Barre in 
idee ome Finally, trading posts were opened in 1896, by 
Gordon MacDonald and the Ross brothers, on both sides of 


the Pembina River at MacDonald's Crossing, later known as 


wr 
Belvedere. These posts served Indians and metis who 


trapped in the Lac la Nomne area and north of Fort 
Assiniboine in the Swan Hills and Timeu Creek Pee Ra 
Thus civilization was advancing on the old trail to Fort 
Assiniboine during these years but had not arrived by the 
time, of the Klondike gold rush in 1897-98. Except for 
trappers, prospectors, and a. couple. of. traveLlers., Fort 
Assiniboine had a very isolated existence. 

This state of affairs was the same with regard to 
North West Mounted Police patrols. A detachment had been 
established at Edmonton during peeopeb 1874 under Inspector 
W.D. Jarvis and was moved to Fort Saskatchewan in page 
From this post the force would make patrols in subsequent 
years towards Fort Assiniboine but probably not visiting it 
for certain,. as. there. were, = far as can be determined, no 
settlers established there during these pre-Klondike years. 
The Fort Saskatchewan detachment helped hailed-out settlers 
in St. Albert in 1876, establishing a precedent for future 
patrol rt ae By. £867, the. country north wor. the 
North Saskatchewan River, still largely unfamiliar wilder- 


ness, contained some Indian reserves and the police began 


to.make patrols into this;northern area ,.waincluding.St. 
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RApeTE agains “An GULpost was’ bus le=at'’ St. Albert, and’ the 
police assisted settlers as far west as there in 1888. In 
1889 an intermittent detachment was stationed there. An 
outpost was established at Edmonton, from which patrols 
were made to Lac Ste. Anne and ee Qui Barre. Some of 
“these outlying detachments (Edmonton and St. Albert) may 
have been withdrawn to "G" Division headquarters (Fort 
Saskatchewan) with the coming of winter. In 1892, with 
increased numbers of settlers moving into the country north 
of Edmonton, a patrol was made as far as Athabasca Landing. 
In 1893 outposts were established at Lesser Slave Lake and 
at Grand Rapids on the Athabasca River, for purposes of 
liguor surveillance. Also in 1693 police’ tTire® guardians 
were Stationed at Edmonton, South’ Edmonton, St. Albert, and 
lac Ste. shiek By 1896 the North West Mounted Police, 
experienced at helping settlers, had become agricultural 
experts, welfare officials, land agents, and immigration 
meulen wae The Force was moving towards Fort Assiniboine 
but had not reached it by the time that the news of the 
Klondike gold rush broke on Edmonton, Fort Assiniboine, and 
the, World, 1h LOove 

The gold rush to the Klondike was to have an important 
effect on Fort Assiniboine. The old trail from Edmonton, 
which had survived in people's memories during the dormant 
years since 1877, was resurrected for a time and the oid 
post was rescued temporarily from its isolation. News of 


George Carmack's big strike in 1896 on Bonanza Creek in 
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the Yukon and subsequent discoveries was sent out to Ottawa 
oni January y 21, . and news of the Klondike strikes 
reached Edmonton by May of 1897. Soon many hopeful 
millionaires were concentrated in Edmonton, ready to strike 
eutyforetheaktondske yons the old teail tojFort Assiniboine, 
on to Lesser Slave Lake (where Grouard is at present) and 


Peace River Crossing, and then by water to the Yukon. 


Public meetings in Edmonton, Fort Saskatchewan, and St. 


Albert sent resolutions to Ottawa demanding the construction 


of a good road from Edmonton to Fort Assiniboine and on 
Sy) 
through the Swan Hills to Lesser Slave Lake. hheatrar 


to Fort Assiniboine from Edmonton had not been forgotten. 
Edmonton, which by 1897 was the end of steel of the 
40 


Calgary and Edmonton Railway, was the gateway to several 


routes to the Klondike gold fields at Dawson City. The 


trail to Fort Assiniboine led to Lesser Slave Lake and from 


there to Peace River Crossing. From here an overland 
portage was made to the Fort Nelson River. This river was 
Followed to its junction with the Liard River, which was 
ascended to the continental divide. This was crossed and 
the Pelly and Yukon Rivers were then used as highways to 
Dawson City. The route through Lae Ste. Anne, modern 
Whatecourt,.and. Fort Ste.Jdohn alsoanied:.te. the. Isiard-River 
and.on-as above. The distance to Dawson City by these 
routes wasvabout 1,500 miles. :.The.other main rtoute.from 
Edmonton was by trail to Athabasca Landing and down the 


Athabasca, Slave, and Mackenzie water systems, crossing at 
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various points over the divide separating the Mackenzie 
and Yukon valleys. To get to Dawson City by this route 
involved a voyage of about 2,500 miles. The longer route, 
however, proved the more passable, two-thirds of its 
travellers getting through. Of the estimated 766 men, 
nine women and 4,000 horses who used the overland trails 
From Edmonton, only 160 men completed the saubbevex | The 
route through Fort Assiniboine was not the only one of the 
overland Klondike trails from Edmonton. However, it did 
bring the post back into the transport and communication 
Deuverns of theMarea north Gr and? including Edmonton. 

The demands for roadwork by the merchants and citizens 
of Edmonton, Fort Saskatchewan and St. Albert, were answered 
with the dispatch by the North West Territories government 
of T.W. Chalmers,-road engineer, and a crew to Fort 
Assiniboine to cut a trail from there to Lesser Slave Lake 
through the Swan Wear: Chalmers and his crew left 
Edmonton on November 8, 1897 and by July 1898 the Chalmers 
Trail was A SERN + Apter arriving ait ior) veryineari Fort 
Assiniboine the trail went northeast to Doris Creek and then 
to Timeu Creek, which it followed upstream for a short 
distance, and then struck across country for Lesser Slave 
Lake Settlement, now known as Grouard, at the west end of the 
lake. According to a Topographical Surveys Branch 


map of 1910 a branch of the Klondike Trail also ascended 
44 
the Freeman River and went on to Lesser Slave Lake. 


Ferries were put in operation on the Pembina River at 
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MacDonald's Crossing (later Belvedere) and at the junction 
of Horse Creek with the Athabasca River, four miles down- 
stream from Fort ee ree ty Thus the Klondike gold 
rush. resurrected ithe locality of Fort Assiniboine’ from 
its isolation and put it back into the transport and com- 
munication network of northern Alberta, if only temporarily. 
The gold-seekers began to use the traddeitor hort 
Assiniboine and Lesser Slave Lake soon after Chalmers had 
started work and by Christmas 1897 a number of them were 
camped along the ai In 1898 some caught up with the 
work party beyond Fort Assiniboine and in some cases forged 
ahead and cut their own trails. The Chalmers Trail. was a 
Crucis end idifficudlt: routess-it: was littered with cast=off 
equipment, and carcasses of 2,000 horses which had starved 
to death in the Swan Hills, which were empty of feed. 
Nearly 100 men gave up short of Peace River Crossing and 
returned to oat Menard Frank Walker of Fort Saskatchewan 
who departed Edmonton with five others on March 8, 1898, 
noted that; the: hall on the north: bank of the Athabasca, 
where the river was crossed near Fort Assiniboine, was 
strewn with littered boxes, harness, and smashed Sei. 
Only about one-fifth of the 766 men who set out for the 
Klondike. by this, and the other overland route (by 
Whitecourt) from Edmonton, reached the ety Pali Accord- 
ing to a contemporary witness, most overland travellers 
From Edmonton took the route through the Fort Assiniboine 


50 
locality and Swan Hills. The effect on Fort Assiniboine 
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of the Klondike gold rush was thus to get it back into the 
northern Alberta transport and communication system. Gold- 
seekers used the ferry four miles below the site of the old 
post and perhaps visited the site itself. What effect did 
the rush have on the other terminus of the Old trail; 
Edmonton? 

Edmonton was transformed by the gold rush from a small 
village consisting of a steamboat dock, log booms, a brick 


plant, two sawmills, a small business section, -and. the 
Dil 
Hudson's Bay Company fort into a booming supply town. 


It was a jumping-off and supply point for the crowds of 
people heading for Dawson City in quest of golden fortunes. 
The Edmonton Bulletin of March 3, 1898 had this to say 


about the hectic pace of Edmonton during the Klondike gold 


rush: 


The rush over the snow to the 
Yukon by the Edmonton route is at its 
height. Parties are arriving by twenties 
and thirties on every train and hurrying 
Forward to take advantage of the last 
snow, which is gradually but steadily 
disappearing. The main street is now in 
a state of semi-slush and the strings of 
loaded flat sleighs travel along the 
Side in preference to the center where 
the travelling is heavier. .In the open, 
the snow is soft and commencing to 
settle. 


A walk through the bluffs in the 
vicinity of the Hudson's Bay Company and 
McDougall & Secord's stores reveals the 
fact that literally ‘the woods are full 
of them.’ Around the bluffs are clus= 
tered tents and tepees while bare 
patches on the ground, from which the 
snow is thawed, show where some passing 
pilgrim made his transient home. In the 
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open all is activity and life. Loaded 
flat sleds are everywhere and the work 
of packing and collecting their outfits 
is being pushed by every party with all 
possible speed. The open space offered 
by the race track is utilized for break- 
ing horses; both to ride and drive, “and 
une seene it offers is mot only Jdively., 
but amusing - to the spectator. 


The warm weather of the past week 

has greatly facilitated the work of 

packing and a great number of parties 

were enabled to complete their final 

arrangements, and as a result, a large 

exodus took place on Tuesday. AI1l day 

long the streets were filled with 

loaded flat sleighs and bobs pulling 

out on their journey. At least 50 left 

on Tuesday alone.22 
Obviously the gold rush resulted in’much activity in 
Edmonton. Local merchants like McDougall & Secord, general 

DD 

merchants, did a lot of business outfitting Kiondikers. 
The Klondike gold rush resulted in the resurgence of the 
old fur trade route between Edmonton and Fort Assiniboine. 
Moreover the Hudson's Bay Company monopoly period relation- 
ship of Edmonton as a depot post for Fort Assiniboine was 
recalled, and in a minor way recreated, by the Klondike 
status of Edmonton as an outfitting centre and jumping-off 


point for the prospectors travelling the route to Fort 


Assiniboine and on. 

The Klondike gold rush also stimulated activity in 
another location on the old trail. A number of the metis 
of St. Albert, such as one J. Cunninghan, sah as packers 


and guides for. the Klondikers along the trail. Perhaps 


this man was a relative of the John Cunningham who served 
55 


at Fort Assiniboine in earlier times. 
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The lifespan of the Klondike Trail was short. A gold 
strike in Alaska on Norton Sound had by the summer of 1899 
begun to empty Dawson City and a new gold rush was begin- 
ning, just as the last contingent of men was arriving from 
Edmonton to make their fortunes in the Klondike. The rush 
had lasted only about three ea but the stampede 
through Edmonton in 1897 and 1898 had temporarily resur- 
rected Fort Assiniboine from its 20-year isolation, had seen 
the first ferry established on the Athabasca River near 
the old post, and had restored, to a certain extent, the old 
fur trade role of Edmonton as a depot and supply point for 
Fort Assiniboine. All this was due in large measure to the 
survival of the old trail during the dormant years and its 
consequent utilization as a route to the Klondike from 
Edmonton with the advent of the gold rush. 

From the collapse of the Klondike gold rush in 1899 
to the beginning of organized settlement on the Fort 
Assiniboine township in 1909, the post was still isolated. 
Some traders evidently used the old trail on occasion, 
however. In the autumn of 1899 one H. Rosling, who had a 
trading post. om the Athabasca River at Prairie Creek, 
several miles east ah the location of Jasper House, 
freighted suppides over the traale ico the site of the old 
Fort Assiniboine." He then loaded the supplies on pack 
horses for the trip upriver to his post. Ordinarily the 
supplies were packed in all the ae i presumably by the 


direct route from Edmonton to Jasper House which Henry J. 
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58 
Moberly had pioneered. 

In the years following the Klondike gold rush settle- 
ment began to approach Fort Assiniboine in the area shown 
on Map 4. In the late 1890's four mixed-blood families 
who were connected with Fort Assiniboine in the past 
or who would be in the future resided in the immediate 
area of Lac La Nonne. Their surnames were Delorme, 
L'Hirondelle, Courtepatte, and Chalifoux. Pierre Delorme 
was a hunter, trapper, and survey party guide. The Sion 
area was first settled in 1903, and:a post office was 
opened there in 1904. Enough settlers had come to the 
Belvedere area by 1905 to warrant a post office, with mail 
being hauled from eee Qui Barre, along the fur trade 
and Klondike pee Formerly MacDonald's Crossing, 
Belvedere had been renamed by the new postmaster, Robert 
Telfer, in Cay Trading posts were set up by the firm 
of Henderson and Dunlop at Belvedere and Bloomsbury during 
the (fhursth five-years of }the mew century, sand +a stopp ing 
house, and land locator by the name of John Donnelly were 
present: ac Belvedere. ~ Settlement wasiwalsoproceeding 
north of Belvedere; the Heaton Moor district, also reached 
by the Klondike Trail, received its first settlers in 1904 
and a post office in 1908. Manola was first settled in 
1906, mostly <u Americans. There was a sawmill operating 
at ante River in 1908; this district had first been 
Sebeled in 1905. At Lunnford squatters had established 


themselves in 1904 and 1905 and a medical doctor, Newhall, 
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established himself there in 1907. The Glenreagh 

district was first settled in 1907, and Mellowdale in 1906: 
Many people came to Dusseldorf (later Freedom) in 1908, 
although some had come there earlier by the Klondike 

Benet te? 

During the early years of the DEeeent century the 
townships which would later contain the post offices and 
districts of Fort Assiniboine, Holmes Crossing, Freeman 
River, Klondike City and Topland, with which this thesis 
is concerned, were being surveyed into sections and quarter- 
sections for settlement. The locations of these settle- 
ments in the appropriate townships are shown on Map 5. In 
some cases they had had exterior surveys (establishing 
township lines) before the surveys establishing section 
lines were made. This was the case with township 61, range 
Five, west of the fifth, which was first surveyed in-1904 
but which was not surveyed for settlement until ‘Lhe 
The township containing the site of Fort Assiniboine was 
surveyed into sections between December 5, 1908 and 
hebrwary (2, 1909 by C.C. Fairchild, . Domingom. land ao ae 
Ite dates.of the intericr surveys of thesother townships an 
question here are contained in Appendix 6. 

Settlement was beginning on the Fort Assiniboine and 
Holmes Crossing townships and the township immediately to 
the south of Fort Assiniboine by the time of these surveys; 


there. were twelve squatters on the former, their. holdings 


embracing the open hay lands in sections one, two and three 
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Near the usube of, the old post. John Paynter had been in 


residence on what was to be section three since June 1906, 
W.B. Combes on section two since July 1908, Joseph Brewster 
also on section two eritae April) 1908, and «Mikel.Garroll-on 
section three since May 1905. The area was referred to in 
the squatters' claims of these-men dated December 1908 and 
January 1909, as Assiniboine Bre Henry C. Faust, 

John A. Miller and Marion Davis also squatted on land in 
this township in,1908, on.sections 17,;.3;. and 10.respec- 
ee Two men, John Baston and Charles Combes squatted 
on sections 34 and 35 of township 61, range six, west of 
the fifth, immediately south of Fort Assiniboine in 1906 
and 1908 eee epee da The land the squatters settled on 
in these two townships was all fair to fairly good arable 
river bottom land of the Athabasca and Freeman Renata ps 

A trading post was opened by Henderson and Dunlop of 
Belvedere, with the above Joseph Brewster in charge, about 
1905 or 1906, to serve the trappers and Indians still using 
the area. A trading post was opened at Klondike City, a 
collection of huts several rane northeast of Fort 
Assiniboine, by the same concern at the same time. These 
posts were operated for several Pak Squatting had 
also been going on before the section survey of the Holmes 
Crossing township, township 61,.range five, west of the 
ee A Scot, William B. Holmes in May 1905 squatted 


on land in this township, from which the old Klondike 


ferry at Horse Creek seems to have been removed. In 1906 
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a ferry was put in eae and by 1907, the year of the 
Survey, it was at the site later known as Holmes Crossing, 
with Holmes being the Acoketaw It was on this township 
containing Holmes Crossing that the earliest homesteads in 
the Fort Assiniboine area were filed. Three were filed in 
1907: W.C. McCartney, on the southeast quarter-section of 
section 305:0n November 27,1907; P.W. McCabe, on’ the 
southwest quarter-section, of section 30, on the same date; 
and Edward J. Kenealey, from England, on the southwest 
quarter=Sectioniof section 32; on the same Ye ree 
Holmes filed on a homestead on the southeast quarter-section 
ofssection ji of this township on March 6)) L908. Henry 
Thomas Slaughter, a negro from Alabama, had done the same on 
Luewmsaties.quarter=secliunof “Section 32 on February. 18, 1908. 
Gens E. Larsen filed a homestead on the northeast quarter- 
Ssecrionsofusection 28° ontiebruary’ 215 peas As far as is 
known, these men were all bachelors except Kenealey, who had 
a wife and four seivancatal These were the first homesteads 
filed in. the Fort Assiniboine region. These homesteads were 
alPiontilandsinien wasifair tovtarmply ioeodmarab le sod lait 
was alluvial soil of the Athabasca river bottom. Most of 
these homesteads also had traces of pasture and woodland 
soils within their boule ie oa 

Thus the end of 1908 saw a ferry at Holmes Crossing 
and the beginning of settlement in the Fort Assiniboine 


area. Why did this process not occur sooner? 


Some of ‘the reasons for which the Fort Assiniboine 
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area was not settled sooner were the causes for large- 
scale settlement in general in Western Canada having to 
Wait dutta bl8I6. the beginning.of; the "Wheat Boom.".. The 
Indian-title to the land was not extinguished for some 
years after the surrender of. the Hudson's Bay Company 
monopoly in 1870; Treaties Six and Seven, covering much 

of Alberta, were not concluded until 1876 and 1877 

a al The West also had a problem in that it 
lacked a good year-round transportation system upon which 
to build an. agricultural export staple .economy. .Jhis 
problem was partially solved for modern-day Alberta, in 
1883 when the Canadian Pacific Railway arrived in Calgary. 
However, the change of route for the railway from the north 
and the Yellowhead Pass to the south and the Kicking Horse 
Pass tended to pull settlement away from the northern areas 
of the North West Territories and concentrate it in the 
Ley The progress of settlement was also slowed until 
1.896..-by, the wait for Sifton's mibrant and businesslike 
ippidratitanepehicys. » In 1e9e ,Cliftend Sat ten: became .the 
Ea of then Intex ror aie embarked on the evolution of 
anew immigration policy, reorganizing the Department of 
the Interior, abolishing railway land grants, and forcing 
the railways to choose the balance of outstanding grants. 
Sifton, ialso made-a.vigotous effort ,to-recruit Eastern 
European and American settlers who were qualified eee 


In fact, the availability of American homestead lands up 


to 1896 retarded Canadian settlement progress. Just at. 
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this time the free homestead land supply in the United 
States was drying a. and Canada was beginning to attract 
Americans who wished to start farming. 

Settlement in the Fort Assiniboine region was also’ 
delayed for several reasons of a local nature. The first 
of these was goes anpeeness in terms of communications from 
the rest of Alberta. Despite the arrival of the Calgary 
and Edmonton Railway at Strathcona in 1891, an event which 
was to greatly lessen much of northern Alberta's isola- 
ae the. area of the old post was really not brought 
back into a communication pattern with Edmonton until the 
Klondike gold rush temporarily revived the old trail in 
1897 and a ferry was put on the Athabasca near Fort 
Assiniboine in 1898. Thereafter things moved quickly and 
during the. first decade. of the present century, settlement 
had moved out towards the area and homesteads were in the 
process of being filed on the Fort Assiniboine township, as 
has pe dns cied already. The settlements approaching 
Fort Assiniboine were at First reached by the Klondike Trail, 
as in the case of Heaton Moor in ea and this route was 
the; one, used to. get, to Fort Assiniboine, asjpwas noted by the 
surveyor of the township in Pee 

The isolation of Fort Assiniboine was also lessened by 
the building of more railways in northern Alberta. In 1905 
the Canadian Northern arrived at Edmonton and in 1906 at 


St. Albert and Morinville, northwest of Edmonton. This 


railway. building contributed) considerabiiy. to settlement in 
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83 
northern Alberta. 


Another local reason for the lateness of settlement 
was the lateness of the section surveys which were neces- 
sary before land could be officially opened for settlement. 
the Sixteenth Base Line, a horizontal parallel separating 
townships 60 and 61, approximately six miles south of Fort 
Assiniboine (which was in township 62) was not surveyed 
wnt & 1. ‘ec and the other townships in question here were 
not surveyed at all until 1904 or aa 

Thus the end of the year 1908 saw a small group of 
squatters on the township containing Fort Assiniboine, 
laying on the: open hay lands mear the site of the old: post. 
They were optimistic about the future there, and surveyor 
UoCe fairchild added that they felt the heed for improved 
transportation facitities.: The only real connection with 
the outside world was the old Klondike Jrail, good in 
winter eee muddy, and nearly impassable in summer, 
continuing to give trouble, to Ehe New residents: of ee 
Assiniboine as it had done to those of earlier times. : 

On the neighbouring township containing the new ferry run 
by William Holmes, several homesteads had already been 
filed. The old trail had remained mostly dormant since 
the closure of the post by the Hudson's Bay Company in 
1877, but it had been'resurrected by the Klondike gold 
rush and together with the construction of railways in 


Alberta after 1883, the advance of surveys, and Sifton's 


new immigration policy, helped to begin the process of 
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settling the Fort Assiniboine area and bringing it 


completely back to life. 
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Footnotes 


: Interviews with Mrs. Naomi Dabels at Fort 
Assiniboine, May 7, 1976, and with Mr. Ray Olson at Fort 
Assiniboine, January 24,1976. he fort site was in,the 
south-west quarter-section of section one, township 62, 
range six, west of the fifth. Homestead Files, Department 
of Lands and Forests, Provincial Archives of Alberta acces- 
Sloane. “bale 2Z5ez07> roid Solas 


4 3.6. MacGregor, Overland to the Yellowhead 
(Saskatoon, 1974), p. 118. 


: For the details of the setting up of this reserve, 
see Chapter 3, p. 117. The information concerning the 
finalization of the grant was given to me from the Hudson's 
Bay Company records by Mr. P. Landry, Manager of the 
Property Division, Hudson's Bay Company, Hudson's Bay 
House, Winnipeg. Homestead Files, file 2582075, roll 3014. 


3 See Maps 2 to 4 far iocation of. the trail. - The 
site and settlement of Fort Assiniboine is located in town- 
ship.62, rahge six, west of the fifth. 


See Chapter 2,:p. 7/8. 
see (chapter >, pp. Liz-lis. 


u J.G. MacGregor, The Land of JIwelve Foot Davis 
fhamenton. 19e2). Pp. 2o4e2 oo. 


s See Appendices 1 and 5. 
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Chapter 5 
Fort Assiniboine 1909-1914: 
Consolidation of Settlement 

During 1909 the first homesteads were filed on 
LoOwirsiip 62, Tange six, west “oF the firth meridian, “the 
township in which the fort ‘site was—situated.. As discussed 
ithe last chapter, the pernod of time’ arom the closure of 
the post to L908 saw Che first squatters come to the Fort 
Assiniboine area, some few years after the Klondike gold 
rush brought the old trail from Edmonton and the Fort 
Assiniboine district back into prominence. The years from 
Pe77 to: L908 are those in “which, the ‘settlement “of Che Fort 
Assiniboine area can be said to have begun; the years from 
1909 to 1914 saw the consolidation and expansion of settle- 
ment, and the beginnings of community services such as post 
offices, stores, and resident physicians. The route from 
Edmonton by the old trail continued in use during this 
period. Also, the relationship of Edmonton as a depot and 
service center for Fort Assiniboine which Rad been set up 
during the fur trade era came back into effect. These were 
the elements of continuity between the fur trade and 
settlement periods Pf the case of Fort Assiniboine. 

Only a few squatters and several homesteaders con- 
stituted the population of the Fort Assiniboine area in 
fauue By 1914 settlement had expanded considerably. This 
development will be considered here in two respects: the 


agricultural settlement process; and the development of. the 
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community and community services. 

The area to be considered here as the "Fort 
Assiniboine area" consists of the following townships, all 
west of the fifth meridian: townships 61, 62, and 63, 
ranges five, six, and seven. This region, shown in Map 5, 
is an area eighteen miles square containing the community 
of Fort Assiniboine, its tributary arenes Holmes 
Crossing, Freeman River, Topland, and Klondike City, and 
eight townships adjacent to that containing Fort Assiniboine 
and Freeman River. The first topic for discussion is the 
spread of agricultural settlement in this region. 

The analysis of this process begins with the lower 
right-hand township of the area depicted in Map 5, town- 
Ships SA we tangeLtdive, \Wwestsofathe: titiuhse) Ihis, township, was 
the first to be settled in the area, with the first home- 
steads:being filed in 1907 and several in 1908, as 
discussed in the previous ee From the illustration 
of land taken up by 1914 shown on Map 6, it as evident. that 
the:majority of pioneers: settled close to the ferry across 
the Athabasca River in section 31, and only later (Bite) 
moved to locations farther away within the township. A 
post office named "Holmes Crossing" after its postmaster 
and ferryman, William B. Holmes. was established in the 
postmaster's house on the southeast quarter-section of 
section 31 of this SR ani 291.0; Tew BSS. Mir. 

Holmes also bought the quarter-section upon which the ferry 


5} 
was situated. Thus settlement also centered around this 
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post office. During the period 1909-1914, the two middle 
years saw the greatest amount of land taken up. Fifteen 
quarter-sections of land were occupied; only 10 quarter- 
SeCEuons Were taken ap during tine years: 190.9), .h9105)1913, 
and 1914 combined. Of the total number of 25 entries in 
the general township register on land in this township 
during the period in question, 18 were homesteads; only 
seven quarter-sections were taken up. by NWHB (North- 
West Half Breed) scrip or South African Veterans' mle 
North-West Half-Breed scrip was land granted to persons of 
mixed blood as provided by the Indian treaties. South 
African Veterans' scrip, issued by virtue of the Volunteer 
Bounty Act of 1908 to volunteers in the South African War 
consisted of two adjoining quarter-sections of Dominion 
Lands. Standard homestead duties were necessary but with- 
out the entry fee. This was transferrable, and often South 
African Veterans! scrip were bought up by : Sa eee 

There was a considerable degree of cancellation of 
homesteads in the area during this period. In Map 6, the 
quarter-sections: with an Say subsequent to the first one 
had an entry cancelled; the first entry was cancelled before 
1914 and in these cases a second entry was filed on the land. 
For example, a homestead was filed on the northwest quarter- 
section of section 28 in 1910 by Frank Tallman; this was 
cancelled and Stoney Davidson filed a homestead on the 
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Pimo pest youn ho) 1. In some cases as with the northeast 


quarter-section of section 19 the entry was cancelled 
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without another one being made in this Derd OG. Nine 


entries, including some made prior to 2909”, were Sneerrey 
GUUSOT ta= Votal “of 31° for’ ait years (1907-1914). In other 
words','(29 per cent of all entries, homestead and otherwise 
during these years, had been cancelled Dye oa YT hus 
during the period 1909-1914 settlement on the Holmes’ 
Crossing township expanded from that personified by the 
pioneers who had squatted in the carly years of the twen- 
tieth century and who had begun the process of obtaining 
legal title once the township had been surveyed for home- 
Steading. 

The next township to the north, 62, range five, west 
of the fifth, saw a smaller amount of settlement, with 
only 16 homesteads being filed in the 1909-1914 period. 

It had been surveyed for settlement in the winter of 1908- 
O09, but there were no entries at all until LIE aw ith the 
busiest years being 1912-1914, when 15 homesteads vere 
uheersaty: Settlement was mostly limited to the southwest 
area, with only five homesteads entered, atl an 19145 on 
land in the northern half of the township. Only two en- 
tries were cancelled, 12.5 per cent of the total ee eee 
Moving north again, township 63, range five, west of the 
fifth was very sparsely settled during this 1909-1914 period. 
It was not surveyed for settlement until L212; two home- 
steads were filed in 1913 and three in 1914, mostly on the 
12 


eastern end of the township. This area, which had been 


Situated on the part of the Klondike Trail leading from Fort 
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13 
Assiniboine to Lesser Slave Lake, was named "Klondike 


City" by these early settlers after a collection of cabins 
which existed on the northeast quarter-section of section 
13. This name was derived from the local belief that a 
party heading for the Yukon had wintered there during the 
Klondike gold ene Another-interpretation, however, is 
possible. ae buildings were identified by the surveyor 
C.Cs Fainchildvin.1912 as the cache, a collection. of Indian 
Cabins, situated on the Klondike Trail. Fairchild's supply 
freighters pulled his supplies ASelar Jas this point»using 
the old eat ar J.G. MacGregor feels that the surveyor's 
assessment is the correct Ee it seems to me that 
either explanation could be correct. 

Township 61, range six, west of the fifth was 
surveyed for settlement in ee and the first homesteads 
were filed on it in 1909. One quarter-section was taken up 
by mixed-blood scrip as well during that ae This 
property, originally granted in north and south halves to 
William Gardiner and Agnes Henri respectively, was in 1910 
transferred to, or bought De Gne Jonathan Henderson of 
re aa The homestead file concerned does not def- 
initely ascertain that the two persons above who first 
received the grant were of mixed blood, but it is possible 
that this incident provides an example of a white person 
acting as a speculator in buying up mixed-blood scrip. 


This township, immediately south of the one containing 


Fort Assiniboine, received a small but steady stream of _ 
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settlement, with four entries being made in 1909. Four 
vere nade im 17 hOvand four “im L911) rising te ja high “of «six 
CML? ee My Sl 9235 only one entry was made, a homestead, and 
no entries were made in ree Settlement was concentrated 
in the northwest corner of the township, with some settle- 
ment of the northeast corner. Sax entries were cancelled 
out of a total of 20; thus 30 per cent of the entries made 
in the years 1909-1914 were cancelled. Two of the home-= 
steads filed in 1909 were by men who had squatted on the 
land prior to survey. John Baston lived on the northwest 
quarter-section of section 34 from April 14, 1906 to March 
1908, when he moved to the northeast quarter-section of 
this section. He filed a homestead on this piece of land 
on November 4, 1909 at the Dominion Lands sub-agency at 
Belvedere. Baston by November of 1909 had built a house, 
and had broken and cropped four Rcetad thus, by the time 
of the beginning of homesteading in 1909, some permanent 
settlement had already occurred. The second squatter/ 
homesteader was Charles Combes, who began continuous 
residence on the northwest quarter-section of section 35 on 
July 30, 1908, and filed a homestead on this property on 
January 20, 1910 at the Belvedere ere een ay Generally 
speaking, it can be seen from the foregoing discussion that 
settlement in this township during the years 1909-1914 was 
sparse and, given the 30 per cent cancellation rate of 
entries, rather difficult. 


Township 62, range six, west of the fifth, was heavily 
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seuthedy during: the,period: din question Oniye parts! of) the 
“northeast and southwest areas of the township, with a few 
scattered quarter-sections were left unsettled at the end 
of 1914. Although the vast majority of entries were home- 
steads, there were a number of instances of individuals 
securing land by purchase, or mixed-blood or South African 
Veterans’ scrip. Twelve entries were recorded in 1909 and 
nine an 1910, and then a heavier influx of settlers began; 
PoLent ries? ino d9lis and 30 sntees in 1912. Then the pace 
of immigration into the area slackened, with ten entries 
on u7ds andionilystvosahlOL4ey Thesfirst entries were filed 
in oe on the open hay lands on the banks of the 
Athabasca River in sections two, and three. These lands 
were taken up as homesteads, and by purchase by the squat- 
ters mentioned by. the surveyor, C.C. Se Sgn W.B. 
Combes, for example, who filed a homestead at the Dominion 
Lands office at Edmonton on November Lite 09, mohe tie 
southwest quarter-section of section two, had been in 
continuous residence there since August l, eae This 
was four months prior to the beginning of Fairchild's 
Saray af, the. township for mre wee: Thereafter set- 
tlement moved north; most of the entries on the northern 
half of the township were made after nee The site of 
the ‘old post, identified by C.C. Fairchild in his survey 
as a point in the southwest quarter-section of section one, 


on the north bank of the river, 5.58 chains south and 8.00 


chains east of the quarter-section monument on the east 


si? te #dteo vind OL feoup. nt 


vet oc fiw .obtienwe? aff? Ya ea 


—~omor age eu ais Da viir diem, tamale 
elevdteaprs Yo ongagitané Ae se er. 


1scit?A dived so booiireecke 10, ease 4d Bed 
ono C044 nk tebicess anew eotaina ‘ev iae? ai 


-weged eoelitee Yo xubh Wid aebvaesnn ans be nate 
sang os netiY  <BLG) na) eshatne CO tee eee -e de 

aaiatow vod dtiw , tprodgelae Beam: end aaRe nas sf 
bali? © e cxiatig Gay sn nent ares vk dvd ghee, i 


mii2>' 4 Ye hn Uy) edz Ny amiet ea rear ods i N a) 


a 


. 


biel geal seit ber fa PRO Lape nz repay? 
upe oid, a gaenosiig <6 Une e@iaetestad Poe a 
6.0 vigadstie 3 gawd 283 “ya wetted Ir 
edipimed afd de beeteewoe @ balk) of 4 ohgnass 580% 
aati ne «ede! ce yols eagh mo nase J 46 scl?ta eb . 

4a] 


hi rae! bed ows Weljgae) Ae ncigaae wIzeep ews 
eiatt 7 ~COe1 1 teang* Gone nied son shies aubun bo § 
6*hitAnzsa? . yo eon ‘ape ab @%, Sona aniston suo ew) 
~ boo aetvadin*t ° + jodi aa) bop re oghAdnwed edd As vourye 


peetifion ait oo euladhe 64> Sey 2e0RPyaszON beves ig i : 
> i, 
TH Gate ali -ULSl 28 20am a1 en abrianeod aiid, ta Wha HL, 


, # 
= 


Yeudieeeini ©. olidatial..wd y@ibas Ming qteeq the Ad ; 
aid aoiiges Yu io tont—ts i pwupasetstuee 043 (ne, shee & Se 
On .8 toe dtuse eni@ts 66.8. .eavbs ahi Ae sie daten ard Wes 


‘aov «2 eo iInagetonm AOL Jomdegeigaup on! 76 face anlanth 


“ 
SS —— 


161 


boundary of section two, was never homesteaded in this 
period but was purchased by J.E. State in nee A 1910 
Topographical Surveys Branch map of the. area shows the 
site in this location beside the Fort Assiniboine post 
office on the southeast quarter-section of section two of 
this oy ON een 

Once again the rate of cancellation of entries during 
the years 1909-1914 is considerable; 25 ae Guilt 40iPrKa 
total of 98 were ee ig Giving a cancellation rate 
of approximately 29 per cent. Thus a considerable number 
of people in these early years abandoned the arduous pro- 
cess, of Securing: title: to their: land. 

Township 63, range six, west of the fifth, was only 
sparsely settled in the years 1909-1914, not being sur- 
veyed for settlement until aio Nine homesteads were 
Filed each in 1913 and 1914, concentrated in the southern 
half of the township. Two entries out of the nine were 
cancelled, thus giving a cancellation rate of 22 per cent. 
These two entries were made in 1913 and had been cancelled 


32 
by the next year, however, and thus the homesteaders 


concerned gave up their project very quickly. 

Township 61, range seven, west of the fifth was very 
sparsely settled. Although surveyed for settlement in 
a ee settlement was slow to come. One homestead was 
Filed in 1911, and seven more in 1913. There were no 

34 


other entries, and none of those made were cancelled. 


Township 62, range seven,west of the fifth, which 
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oye) 
had been surveyed during the winter of 1908-09, received 


its first entries in November 1909 in the form of a South 

African Veterans' Bounty grant of two quarter-sections to 

Ernest drained. Settlement then spread mostly across the 

eastern end of the township and in particular the south- 

east corner. Homesteads and South African Veterans' scrip 

were present but no purchases or mixed-blood scrip. In 

1909 and 1910 only two and eight entries were made respec- 

tively; 1911 and 1912 were the important years for 

immigration, with 20 and 26 entries respectively. No 

entries were made in 1913, and only four were made in 

ee Thus the middhe years; E9lil and 1912; -0fF the 

period in question in this chapter saw the greatest amount 

of land taken up. Eighteen entries were cancelled out of 

a kota) oF be By thus the cancellation rate during the 

years 1909-1914 on entries of land in this township was 

approximately 25 per cent, once again a considerable figure. 
The last township to be considered here is township 

63, range seven, west of the fifth which was not surveyed 

For settlement until poneee: ihe surveyor? in ois report 

did not mention any squatters there before or at the time 

of. survey and of course thére were’ no entries ine the 

general township aeqreEEh for the years prior to rei 

so it must be presumed that no settlement occurred on that 

township during the period in question in this chapter. 


A comparative view of the spread of settlement over 


the nine townships under analysis can be obtained by a 
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summary of the statistics contained in Appendix 7 and the 
series of maps (Maps 6-13) showing entries plotted on the 
townships. The years when the largest number of entries 
were made and thus the greatest amount of land taken up 
were 1911 and 1912. In terms of the spread of settlement 
by area, the township containing the communities Fort 
“Assiniboine and Freeman River was the most heavily settled, 
followed respectively by the townships containing the com- 
munities of Topland and Holmes Crossing. The other town- 
ships were more sparsely settled. Thus settlement byl La 
radiated outwards from the Fort Assiniboine township like 
the spokes of a wheel from a hub. This relationship also 
held true in terms of community development and organ- 
ization, a phenomenon which will be discussed in due course. 
This analysis by area does not negate the truth of the fact 
that homesteads were first filed on the township containing 
Holmes Crossing, township 61, range 6, west of the fifth in 
1907. However, there had been squatters on both this town- 
ship and the one containing Fort Assiniboine in May ijn 
There is no doubt. that ihe the type of land concerned, 
in terms of fertility was partially responsible for the 
selection of land taken up during the 1909-1914 period. 
Settlement was concentrated on townships 62, ranges six, 
and seven, west of the fifth, where there was the greatest 
amount of fair to fairly good arable soil. On the latter 
there was some fairly good to good arable soil, the best 


grade in the district. For the most part settlers, when 
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filing applications for homestead or other entry on land, 
tended to avoid the poorer grades of soil in the area; 

these were poor to fair arable soil, and soil good only as 
pasture and woodland. Township 63, range seven, west of the 
fifth, contained large areas of these types of soil and no 
squatting occurred on it during these years. Township 62, 
range five, west of the fifth and township 61, range six, 
west of the fifth were mostly pasture and woodland soil and 
were sparsely settled. Townships 61, ranges five and seven, 
and township 63, range six, west of the fifth contained 

less pasture and woodland soil but were also sparsely set- 
tled. Township 63, range five, west of the farth, contained 
much pasture and woodland, poor to fair arable, and fair to 
fairly good arable soils, and a small pocket of fairly good 
to good arable soil, the best variety found in the district. 
This township was also sparsely settled. In this case the 
general rule of settlers selecting the better land, which 
prevailed in the other townships, did not completely follow; 
homesteads were filed on land which was fair to Fairly good 
arable soil rather than on the fairly good to good arable 
Souny a better sUitigg In general, however, for the whole 
district, settlement was concentrated on the better soils 
available, especially the grades of fair to Fairly good 
arable and fairly good to good arable, avoiding the pasture 
and woodland and poor to fair arable soils. \This discussion 
also shows the varied nature of the soils in the GTScrick, 


The agricultural economy which arose as a result of 
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this settlement was definitely a marginal one. During the 
period 1909-1914 the farms which were established were very 
small in terms of broken and cultivated acreage. Lewis 
McDonald, for example, filed a homestead on the southeast 
quarter-sectionsofesettion 28 of townshap’:62,)range.:six, 
west of the fifth>en September: 6,.1941. 1f°1912 héebroke 
one acre and cultivated Lty~probablycascangardeh. .In' 19i3 
he broke five more acres and cultivated them and in 1914 
hej broke ten acrées-and: cultiyateds them. 4 Thus »by 1914 -he 
had cleared and broken a total of 16 acres, 10 per cent of 
his homestead. As for cattle and horses, he had no stock 
during these pode John Baston squatted on the north- 
eastaquarter-section of section: 34, township 61, range six, 
west of the fifth an-1908 and had broken one acre that 
year, probably for a garden. By 1912 inclusive, Baston had 
only broken and cleared 31 acres out of his quarter-section, 
with only 26% acres under cultivation. In 1910 Baston had 
seven head of cattle and two horses, these probably being 
his working ie 

The farm buildings which were constructed by the 
settlers during the years 1909-1914 were mostly of logs. 
Ferdie La Berge, who filed a homestead at the Belvedere 
Dominion Lands sub-agency on April 29, 1912 on the north- 
east tquarten-sectiontof section 53, township .62,*range -six, 
west of the fifth, began continuous residence on his home- 


stead onaJume 15, 1912. He built.a log house which 


measured 16 feet in width and 18 feet. ini length,.a log 
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45 
barn of the same proportions, and a well. Some buildings 


were of logs and cut lumber combined, as in the case of the 
14° by 16 foot house built in 1911 by Mack R. Kempher on his 
homestead, the southwest quarter-section of section 14, 
township 62, range six, west of the fifth. Fencing was a 
combination of rails and barbed hee ae Stables for horses 
and cows and chicken houses were also eh shubs eae! Water 
was plentiful; people got drinking water from wells or 
streams and used river water from the Athabasca or Freeman 
Rivers For watering gardens or ia bunitte Thus in this 
pioneer area a marginal agricultural economy grew up, with 
very small Farms, log buildings, and wells and streams as 
water sources. Such luxuries as indoor plumbing and elec- 
tricity were unheard of. 

The marginal nature of the agricultural economy in the 
Fort Assiniboine area was in great measure due to the 
topographical nature of the region. It is on the border- 
line of the parkland and boreal forest; in many parts the 
land was well-timbered and the soil was of the acidic gray 
wooded type, not the best for a Aeterna anette The gray 
timbered soils in this area were mixed with fertile black 
loam soils on open Ka lands, such as those noted in 
sections one, two, and three of township 62, range six, 
west of the fifth, by surveyor C.C. Fairchild in 1908-09. 
Squatters had settled on these lands during the preceding 


years rather than on land in the rest of the township, 


which was quite well-timbered. These open hay lands 


_ <a - | a4 
ey telias wade | Leow " bee. ett 
6fd to. s9no ed, Ween bar kanog 190 DS 
etdiao. catawed A voor a. Mek aa dk 


Pa ; ints S4u iO rh Nien nebapip tee 


| 
1 


oi iy r LL0F% ce ee. a ; wae 16 faey lags pmax use a 


seevTon cot cehdet2 Tale opted bn e alton .Y wants 
if 


ie taw «te founjenss obie, ater ane avioitd tne 
i i by ; of 
to) elfew her) ede pots ib Jon. otgoud kus at et 


waist 4 coeedetih «f) mon> re taw, ‘qaake-bseu ‘ony 
he 


pid ur Writeew: 98 erway ong :edew wie 
ifiy S670 yon ‘a Ln “ufiuotagn Len bpaee we wort | 
co annette by wl hem dire paint Lbud ant jene? shang % 
ilo boo idea eon ey ae canis Maud -essav08: 5 
Bae the be contin dal at a 
od Wives SP horu iLusingg. et7.. re pda Lan dgaene ont 
ad a9 on OT VEGOM. Sola hd eww ore. sntodinigek 
TWh THA “nd fb ee Fh oh gew, ost ta dehy tan, ini i 7 

ort nag bnas, fib, a twew" deetad bay vaste “ie vee 
(76 ai biow. ‘aid qo aew Wael oi? bas “vdsedn ttt si 00 eeu v | 
ba Rp ata a 

a bt eT Or l@otbetLeds:’ yer dv do ph rams 
sida afigia? ddiw tant ris neta bens ot elias ane 
wk ‘he don seors 6 tre ery 

| qete age: , 12 qinanwoy . te eegid ‘ina nips anion 
sUN-BOGl mi biiterte? 7. ys roveveual yd ones 
paRRO DEA ocd oniion ebnet Beer t annua cP 
Sabttanwet att 96 deen. Saag conaadniacia's 


eunpal sad weg ety ory: re 
iy een ff 

; ua ie wed ea ag \ 
ya) Ay ee 


eenbvalnedtt ertiie alluvial SOLE. Pein enemothercares™ of the 
township fertile land was also available; on section 23 
there was eight inches of black loam topsoil. However, 
this topsoil shared the section with i: Thus the 
Fort Assiniboine area was not of uniform fertility or ease 
of cultivation; some areas had good soil and were open, but 
many had heavy timber cover which was difficult to clear, 
as witnessed by the small amount of acreage cleared by 
1914 in the examples discussed above, and soil of marginal 
Fertility. This mixture of soils of different qualities 
has already been discussed in terms of its effect on the 
-pattern of settlement of the Aes i 

This combination of fertile and less fertile soils, 
the presence of muskegqs, and the difficulty and slowness 
Of «clearing the land of timber and brush, and the shortage 
of frost-free days in the growing Peake resulted in 
the emergence of a marginal agricultural economy based on 
mixed farming rather than on straight grain farming or 
stock raising. A homesteader or family could not live 
solely on the receipts of grain grown on the small parcels 
of cleared land which were the rule during these years, 
nor on the small receipts which would have been gleaned 
from cattle raised solely on grazing land in the bush or 
on the few open hay lands. Although some good wheat crops 
were harvested on townships 62, ranges six and seven, west 


of the fifth, and some of the land was deemed by surveyors 


as suitable for agriculture proper, mixed farming in which 
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people grew grains such as oats mainly for livestock 
fodder, Was the, rule in, this caer: Tie Sst teabt lacey. oF 
much of the area for this type of agriculture was noted 
by Bree and in applications for patent by some of 
the at RS ae The forest region exemplified by the 
Fort Assiniboine district, was an area of small farms 
raising especially oats and oe 

One of the most important causes of the marginal 
quality of the agricultural economy in the Fort Assiniboine 
area and the dominance of mixed farming was the state of 
transport and communications during these years. The only 
connections the area had with the outside world, were the 
Klondike or old fur trade trail, and a route across country 
to the nearest railway point, which led to Edmonton. 
During the years 1909-1914 the Fort Assiniboine area was 
many miles from a railway point; it therefore lacked good 
access to an all-weather transportation system which could 
have stimulated growth of a more consolidated agricultural 
economy. 

Many of the settlers came to this area from Edmonton 
by the, Klondike Trail. This route: was noted by, \the, sur- 
veyors at the time the area was surveyed into sections; 
C.C..Fairchild, for example, remarked in his report on the 
December 1908-February 1909 survey of township 62, range 
six, west of the fifth that this, township was reached by 


the Chalmers or Klondike Trail. The trail was no more 


reliable and just as troublesome in 1909 as it had been in 
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fur trade times; Fairchild noted that it was good in 
winter, when the ground was hard, but nearly impassable in 
the summer. When he surveyed township 65, range five, 
Weer oT the fartn an L927 Parrehitd noted’ that’ part ‘of the 
trail which ran through this township was unused as it was 
blocked with fallen dciegjaka Obviously the trail was not 
an ideal one for hauling produce to market, because of the 
Aor riculrres OF Usang wh. It did ‘serve, however, as tire 
incoming route for many of the settlers during the period 
1909-1914. David C. Thomson, who took up three quarter- 
Sections of section 30, township 62, range six, west of 
the fifth by homestead and South African Veterans! Bounty 
in 1911, arrived in the area from Edmonton by the Klondike 
ia er This was also used by George Wesley Cartwright, 
who arrived with his family in the area in 1911 by team 
and sleigh from Edmonton; he trapped and homesteaded in 
the region for some years and later became the ferryman at 
Holmes Crossing. “Cartwright “had asa gurde the Mikel 
Carroll who filed a homestead in 1910 on the southwest 
quarter-section of section three, township 62, range six, 
west of the Auger Raymond Olson, as a boy of six, came 
to Fort Assiniboine by the old trail in February 1910 with 


60 
his family. Thds the old trail “to -Ldmonton-was “used by 


the early settlers. 
The old trail was not, however, the only route between 
Fort Assiniboine and Edmonton to be used by incoming 


settlers. A route was developing which led from Edmonton 
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to the farthest. railway point north from there, such as 
Morinville and Clyde and then west through Westlock to the 
Fort Assiniboine area. The Canadian Northern Railway's 
line to-Morinville was opened in October 1906 and the 
station at Clyde, north of Morinville on the Athabasca 
Landing branch (the Edmonton and Slave Lake Railway) was 
open for business in August, tee The Edmonton, 
Dunvegan, and British Columbia Railway arrived at Westlock 
in eee Thus during the period in question a route 
developed which provided an alternative to the Klondike 
ivath and seviters: used ajte. Mork wnduMrs Leo ai (Berge 
came from Edmonton to Fort Assiniboine by this route in 
May 1912 from Reliance, South Dakota. Bringing horses and 
Farm equipment with them they came to Morinville by train 
and travelled the rest of the way by team and wagon. 

Mr. La Berge obtained homestead ide on the northwest 
quarter~section of section 34 of township 62, range six, 
wes tier ot her it if the one Mays 14, cee James Roach from 


Perth, Ontario was on his way to Athabasca Landing and a 


homestead in the Peace River Country in 1914 when he took 


a wrong left turn at Clyde and arrived at Fort Assiniboine. 


Talked into staying sy Walter J.C. Thomson,:a local 
settler, he obtained homestead entry on the northwest 
quarter-section of section 18, township 61, range five, 
westsodf>therfafth: on. April 30, ere: Settlers also used 
the route to haul what grain and livestock they had to 


sell to the railhead at Westlock, a distance by road of 


170 


a4 Bowe , oneal nea tite 20M Jnbowy oi a 

eif of chapliesk douewdd: Teoe: ot bata 
ec Yeul set nootdyoh, jal ened ant ee 
ea? pis aot pee fel nl denieaes any of Lint vat @ 


evestaitA ott qo ebiivairomh a dgace edly, dan ; 


say. (vbeliont «ade ae bs nAadnombay a7) ronead 


Hedi asdh2, wt] gory (Jebpus uLe ‘weohiagna 790 
sooLica Js, bavi ywaotter ardaybed dads ia iis 
eJ0nd- & anideoang, 4 Horry ands: pobrus. eudt 
Arle. ots wt pwd nce oe at. poblomtg dadewi 
bina wiih cael whe it, ath bape, exe Hine sib 

oi, etuoy whit? vel gore ier 3964) (iq hombs eo 
bac £uacon gisondsa, were 30 WME orn bLeR oD? ny 
iierd 4a eliltvwydroMh ah anes eee wang iy \newatops 
nepew One #e6s oD oy end ne” Baad ot4 boltev eid 

Jeav gen ats «ao yxene buakoeny if banged do oets8 w. 
MLe, opies ial ted Pa ee) Re a nals ee no tdoae+aad 
Mag; deeod & sae ibs nan pd aa WG: sue? atid vs 

o bine. phLbos.t so cindy ~ ay qi ny eeu erent ee | 
AGOD wh Worle RN ay maivog aust ooeae. eit? ni vendo 
Amiodinieek tye ae ote beers whehd tn qaut ate Se ¥ 


Jéant as 0 esau * iyi ; Tithe ial onive?s oigt of ‘a 


; at § 


siete a os ort Deo gta haa deamon sabiades od auton! 
<@et? sores .1a ahem? of hoitoee a noidaeeandzqup + 


we 


¥ 7 


“eb 4 
bore neta axolisq? el OR Liigh mo same) ete Bo feow 
a 
oo bhi yeild aeOme ee hae Abaay jary fuse i ‘buen bas 
th bua cad eah — i: donee te biel tan a 03 saga , 
- 
< f me 7 ; ia oe | 7 is Yr. 7 
re a. 4 (Melb ey ele th) oll ee 


Ligh fe 


65 
60 miles. On this route roads were built to connect with 


the railhead; in 1912 the provincial government was build- 
ing a road from Clyde to Holmes Crossing, which was graded 
to within 15 miles of the ee Thus a route developed 
during these years as an alternative to the Klondike Trail, 
giving the Fort Assiniboine area two-—methods of access to 
Edmonton, the major centre of northern Alberta. However, 
the problems contained within this system still helped to 
make the agricultural economy of the Fort Assiniboine area 
a marginal one. 

The Klondike Trail provided a route in and out of the 
area butenmothargoodsroute,; fori it ae alte the problems it 
had presented during the fur trade era; soft and nearly 
impassable when muddy and blocked with fallen timber. 
Block and tackle had to be carried when using the trail to 
extricate the wagon from the muskegs and mudholes which 
were echaeean The road to the east and railway to 
Edmonton Was a better route; but at its Chosest point, 
Westlock, the railhead was still 60 miles away. The road 
between the railhead and Fort Assiniboine was partly 
graded, but the graded portion did not arrive at even 
Holmes apeecheg until 1915 and did not cover the north 
Side of the river until several years eee te The 
absence of a close railway connection or good roads to an 
outside market (i.e. Edmonton) meant that the agricultural 


products people raised would have been largely sold, if at 


all, in the immediate area of production. However, in this 
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case most of the local area's residents were also farmers 
who produced their own grain and livestock. Thus the 
pattern of agriculture at Fort Assiniboine during these 
early years of settlement was one of marginal production 
aie to the condition of the land and soil and the lack 

of easy and cheap~access to close markets for produce. A 
selose, railway. connection, in the form. of Barrhead, 25 miles 
away would not come until neevag Mixed farming, which 
produced, both food and produce for possible sale, became 
the rule, with some surplus produce sold bees Any 
produce shipped to outside markets was often hogs or 
cattle, which were more able to stand the cost of transport. 
W.A. Mackintosh's maxim that areas more than ten miles from 
a railway are. not characteristically grain-shipping dis- 
pee. certainly was true for the Fort Assiniboine area 
-during the period 1909-1914. 

The practice by the settlers of taking Bias Pigs Maw ticant 
while in the process of- "proving up" on their homesteads 
was both a cause.and effect of the prevalent marginal agri- 
cultural economy of the, time. Since a man could not in 
Many cases support himself or his family solely on the 
proceeds of his agricultural endeavours he would find work 
For part of the year and complete the required annual six 
months! residence on his homestead during the rest of the 
eee Because he spent this time away from farm work it 


took. just. that, much longer to clear.or break the land and 


get the maximum amount of land into agricultural 
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production. The result was that once again, since the 
homestead did not provide all the necessary sustenance, he 
would have to find outside work. Henry T. Slaughter, the 
negro who lived in the township containing the ferry and 
community of Holmes Crossing, walked out to Edmonton to 

get work for part-ef the year and therm returned to put in 
his six months! residence on his Reh ae aee Leo La Berge 
worked on harvesting crews in the Westlock area each 
aseka Trapping was another vocation followed by some 
homesteaders in order to add to the meagre receipts from 
bee nc: Logging, was just beginning to be an important 
industry to the homesteader as alternative employment 
during these early years from 1909-1914. In 1913 logs were 
being cut downriver at the site of the Klondike gold rush 
ee andlin 1914further upriver near the isite of ;Fort 
Assiniboine. In the logging camps men would cut and pile 
timber-all winter, and when the ice melted in the Athabasca 
River the logs would be’put in the river and driven down- 
stream to a sawmill at Chisholm Mills, headquarters of the 
Chisholm Lumber Company. The station of Chisholm on the 
Edmonton, Dunvegan, and British Columbia railway was opened 
in 1914. Many of the local homesteaders worked in these 
lumber sanhahes Logging and trapping provided remunerative 
work during the winter months to augment proceeds from any 
grain and livestock sold through the ene Thus these 


industries were very important to the settlers. 


The life of a homesteader was an arduous one, with 
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heavy and continuous labour involved in building a house, 
clearing, breaking, and farming the land, and working at 
other jobs’ as well to support oneself. It is no surprise 
that a sizeable number abandoned the enterprise; approx- 
imately Be or eh of the entries on land made during the 
period under discussion here were See Cpa some gave up 
very soon. John Forrester and his son David, who had home- 
steaded the northeast quarter-section of section five and 
the southwest quarter-section of section four respectively 
Or cownship “62, -ratge seven, west of the fafth an April 
1911, abandoned their homesteads only four months later in 
August 1911 because of the land's unsuitability for 
cultivation as a result of the excess muskeg and water on 
mate The lack of a close rail connection and financial 
problems also caused some people to lose heart; Carl 
Hendriks abandoned his homestead on the northeast quarter- 
section of section 34, township 61, Praftige six, west of the 
tacth, an Apri glo. te Rad not Beek able to raise 
sufficient funds over the winter to keep him on the home- 
stead over the spring, summer, and harvest season and it 
was too far from a railway to make farming financially 

bie cdg utder The heavy tree cover on much of the Fort 

A Sed Haband area and the cost of clearing it also 
discouraged homesteaders; Syver Ronningen abandoned his 
homestead on the northeast quarter-section of section 31 
on the same township in 1910 because there was too much 


82 
timber on it. Not all of the settlers, obviously, were 
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suited to the sort of endeavour which pioneering in this 
area required. 

During the period 1909-1914 the first elements of 
community services made their appearance in the Fort 
Assiniboine area. The first of these was the extension of 
postal service with the establishment of local post offices. 
A post office was established at Holmes Crossing in 1910, 
with W.B. Holmes as postmaster. The post office was 
located on his land, the southeast quarter-section of 
section 31, township 61, range fIVe.eWESt Of the Fifth. A 
Bue off ipe was also open at Fort Assiniboine in 1910, on 
the, southeast .gquarter-section of section two, Eownship 62, 
Pange Gix, West, ote the, fifth. -Josephy brewster was. the, post= 
sa ae A post office was established in the community 
of Freeman River, northwest of Fort Assiniboine on section 
25, cownships 62, range seven,» weSsE Of Eee baie thy a ek Gi 
with Miss B.H. Thomson as saat eee eas James L. Walsh 
was the next postmaster at Fort Assiniboine, in LOZ ENS 
post office was on his land in the southeast quarter- 
section. of section two, oma 62, range six, west of the 
es These post offices were located in the houses of 
the settlers who took on the job of postmaster. The 
closest. post office previous to these local ones was 
Mellowdale, opened in Sik 

Settlers' children during this period suffered from a 


lack of educational facilities; no schoolhouse was present 


fHethe. districts until 13)2. Fort Assiniboine School 
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District Number 2784 was established on July 25, 1912, with 
Ben Christianson as senior trustee. A one-room log school- 
house was built on a two-acre parcel on top of the hill 
behind the river Flat at Fort Assiniboine, on the southeast 
qGarter-section wf “section eleven, township 62, “range six, 
west of the eineden Eleven months later, the Freeman 
River School District Number 2983 was established, on June 
10, 1913, and a schoolhouse was built on the northwest 
quarter-section of section 20 of the same Adis Ged > 

These two schools were the first, and only ones in the 
district for the years with which this thesis is concerned. 
Thus grades one to eight were available to children; how- 
ever, educational opportunity was still lacking, for two 
reasons. The Fort Assiniboine area during these early 
years was on the fringe of settlement; beyond 2 ee ee 


the Swan Hills, a vast uninhabited forest area. In these 


Fringe communities high schools were characteristically far 


away, and in this respeet Fort Assiniboine was no exception. 


No high school classes were offered at Fort Assiniboine and 
Freeman River schools; prospective students would have had 
to travel to outside centers such as Be a pro- 
cedure too devant aha families living on a marginal farm 
income and whatever receipts could be gathered from other 
jobs. Secondly, the. schooling offered by the schools 

Wire did. exist, did “not cover a ten-month term; its 


duration was dependent on a government grant for a 


teacher's salary and, when that ran out, whatever local 
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tax money could be obtained. Often school terms lasted 
For only a few months; short-term schools were common in 
Alberta during the 1911-1921 en ae Thus the children 
suffered from a lack of high school existence and lower 
grade consolidation. Educational services in this area 
dimings the period in.question were, Jike the local form-of 
aornculturesiof 4 marginal nature. 

It can be seen at this point that of the five 
communities in question here - Fort Assiniboine, Holmes 
Crossing, Freeman River, Topland, and Klondike City - 
fimetiwenre post offices (Fort Assiniboine, Holmes Crossing, 
Freeman River) and two of these had schools (Fort 
Assiniboine and Freeman River). In addition, the only 
ferry across the Athabasca River and thus the central 
method of access to Westlock, Edmonton, etc. was located 
at Holmes Crossing. Iherefore, three, ofsthese communities 
contained services essential to the farming population of 
the district and developed during these years as such. 
Fort Assiniboine was the main centre for the communities 
north of the Athabasca River (Kulomadiee City, Freeman River, 
and Topland) and also for Holmes Crossing, as this place 
had-:nosschool. «The other two communities, Topland and 
Klondike City, were merely named areas of farming popula- 
tions rather than communities of farmers with community 
services of post offices,.schools, or ferries. Klondike 
City. was) named for. the, collection of shackstor cabins, on 


the northeast quarter-section of section 13, township 63, 
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92 
range five, west of the fifth. Topland, a community 
roughly in township 62, range seven, west of the fifth, 
was named for its situation on the divide separating the 
valleys of the Athabasca and Freeman a ais Thus 
during the years 1909-1914 three of the five communities 
in question developed into centers previding post offices, 
schools, and a ferry to the surrounding farming population. 
What other services were provided? 

At Fort Assiniboine, a blacksmith shop and general 
store were opened in 1914 by F.D. Armitage and Henry 
Whitlege a eee re It is possible that this black- 
smith shop was the one situated on the site of the future 
Fort Assiniboine settlement, on the southwest and north- 
West, quarter-sections of sectioty one, township 62, range 
six, west of the Te spot These buildings were probably 
the: beginning of the village of FortsAssa@naiboine on its 
modern site as no other village buildings were there before 
apoukrd? lS ore LOL6.he Sone: small itrading); posts or quasi= 
general stores had been operated between 1909 and 1914 by 
local homesteaders Robert Clark and Joseph Brewster in 
sections two and 31 of this nen ener A community hall 
was not built Se nie on the settlement site) until 
IlS5¢s0 any dances; .meetangs etc. were, held, im the Fort 
Assiniboine schoolhouse, situated on section 11 of this 
ee ee This arrangement was common in pioneer 
agricultural communities, where for years the first and 
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only community building was the schoolhouse. The 
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Freeman River schoolhouse was probably utilized in the 

same manner. Thus by 1914 there were a post office, school, 
a store, and a blacksmith's shop at Fort Assiniboine. What 
of «churches ? 

The only location of any church services during these 
years was at Fort Assiniboine and possibly at Freeman River. 
In pioneer communities it was common for the all-important 
schoolhouse to also be used for church Panta | and in 
this respect Fort Assiniboine and Freeman River were prob- 
ably no exception. This at least served until a regular 
ehureh was constructed towards the end of the period in 
question. (Although the Methodist Church had a small 
property in the southeast quarter-section of section 10, 
tounsiip 62, swrangesisix, west of (the fifth *befiore 1912, this 
entry was Sener ee An Anglican Church and cemetery 
plot were built in 1914 on land in the same quarter~section 
by Reverend W.L.S. Dallas who also established churches at 
Leighton, near Barrhead, and at Eastburg in the years just 
praorntottheshinst World War. | |i husdlands comptite ohi ll 
behind the Fort Assiniboine eines Flat, was patented on 
September 16, 1916 as property of the diocese of Calgary of 
the sOhurcheo#t 2 This church seems to have served 
the needs of the Protestant population of the area, for 
numerous denominations attended the services Nowe 
These services were probably irregular, as no regular 


minister was appointed. Salem S. Hardy, a local home- 


steader, was a lay minister and visiting preachers and 
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103 
student ministers came through the area. Roman 


Catholics in the area were also, it seems, able to attend 
services Pewae de the end of this period. Mass was held by 
visiting priests in the living room of James Walsh, the 
Fort Assiniboine postmaster. Walsh and his wife settled 

on their land, the southeast. quarter-section of section 
Uwo0»,e Ownship G2. range sax, west of tthe fafth aim January 
Cul em Thus churches and ordained services, if 
irregular, had come to the Fort Assiniboine area by 1914. 
However, for some of the years after 1909 the settlers were 
without any organized religious services whatsoever, as far 
as can be determined. 

The Fort Assiniboine area was somewhat more fortunate 
in terms of availability of medical care than it was in 
terms of the availability of educational or religious serv- 
ices, for a medical doctor came to reside at Fort 
Assiniboine an LIL. This was. Doctor Joseph Ephraim State, 
borin wn Ontardo.in: 1869. Doctor: State,emigrated: to the 
United States, and then in 1911 decided to return to Canada 
asia Garmers. ites sequited a South African Veteran's Bounty 
of two adjoining quarter-sections of Dominion Lands, free 
of entry fee, from John S. Robson of Bowden, Alberta and 
appilaed fervientrys of wha seignenteon December DONG aiold. > aille 
applied it to the northwest quarter-section of section one 
and the southwest quarter-section of section twelve of the 
township containing Fort Assiniboine, township 62, range 


six, west of the fifth.. He built a log and lumber house 
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measuring MS feet by 24 feet on the property in section, one 
in April 1912 and resided on it during the following 
periodeas June revo December 7 ek2i2; June 9 wto iDecember 
i LIS ;) and June (L0rtio: December 50). 1914, the: idate! of his 
application for patent of the land. Thus during the months 
above he resided~in the district and rendered his pro- 
'fessional services; although not a trained surgeon, he did 
Same surgery. © During thevrest of the time in the years 
noted above, Doctor State attended to his medical practice 
in St. Louis, Missouri. In December 1914 Doctor State 
filed a homestead on the northwest quarter-section of 
Sect von 15, abownship i65,\'range five, west ro the afifting ein 
the Klondike City sah This was exchanged in January 1915 
for the northwest quarter~-section of section 12, township 
Go, “range six; west Jor the f enth, adjoining his property to 
the south. In 1917 he completed the: task of acquiring the 
southwest and northwest quarter-section of sections one and 
twelve of township 62, range six by buying the southwest 
quarter-section of section one, : on which was situated 
the old Hudson's Bay Company post ne The community 
therefore had the services of a resident medical doctor 
during ™the months from’ June to December of 12912, 11913, and 
1914. Doctor State was sometimes assisted by local people 
such as. Mrs. May Blake Adkins or Miss B.H. Thomson, a 
nurse who took up all of section 25, township 62, range 

1.07 


seven; west of the fifth, am 1711. The community was 


fortunate in this presence of medical services, even if . 
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only for half a year. 

Thus during the years 1909 to 1914 five communities 
grew up: Fort Assiniboine and Freeman River, which had 
post offices and schools; Holmes Crossing, which had a post 
office and ferry; and Topland and Klondike City, which were 
names only. In-addition, Fort Assiniboine had church 
services, a doctor, a blacksmith, and a general store. It 
Was the centre of this small district. How was this 
district of nine townships situated within the larger net- 
work of Edmonton and northern Alberta during these years? 

The main center to which the Fort Assiniboine district 
was subsidiary was Edmonton. Just as in fur trade Saal 
Edmonton served as a general depot for Pfc Assiniboine. 
In-terms of services to settlers one of the most important 
SEL Vices tit provided itdtits satellite idistrict twas that of 
land registration facilities, at the Dominion Lands Office. 
Many of the people who ‘took’ up land in the Fort Assiniboine 
district filed entry on homesteads or South African 
Veterans' Bounty land grants, and applications for patents 
of their property, at the Edmonton land office. Many 
examples of this are found in the homestead files of the 
Department of the Interior. Ben Christianson, an American 
farmer from Kintyre, North Dakota filed a homestead entry 
at Edmonton on September 15, 1911 on the southwest quarter- 
section ofsection 28, ‘township 625 mange sax, twestilof the 
Pa eed John A. Miller, who had squatted on what was to 


be the northwest quarter-section of section three of the 
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same township since August 1, 1908, filed an application 
for patent of this property at Edmonton on October 6, 
ie ve 

Edmonton was also a jumping-off point for settlers 
going to the Fort Assiniboine district. When Raymond Olson, 
as a boy of five,-came to Canada with his mother and grand- 
mother from North Dakota in the winter of 1909, they took 
the Canadian Pacific Railway to Edmonton and made a stop- 
over there. In February of 1910 they proceeded with team 
and’ sleigh to Fort, Assiniboine, using the old fur trade or 
Klondike eda. Edmonton was also a jumping-off point 
for Fort Assiniboine in terms of other railways and the al- 
ternative: route to the Klondike Trail. Miss Naomi La Berge 
came to Edmonton in 1912 with her parents,,.Mr. and Mrs. 
Leo La Berge, from Reliance, South Dakota. After arriving 
at Edmonton, they took the Canadian Northern Railway to 
Morinville and from there covered the 100 miles to Fort 
Assiniboine by aera Thus during these years the route 
north and west of Edmonton which would later develop into 
the route north to Clyde and west from there to Fort 
Assiniboine through Westlock was beginning to augment the 
direct route between Edmonton and Fort Assiniboine afforded 
by the Klondike Trail. 

Part of the function of Edmonton as a jumping-off 
point for settlers was to outfit them; the, department 
stores in the capital city, such as that of the Hudson's 
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Bay Company almost certainly did some business with. the 
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settlers passing through. The people of the Fort 
Assiniboine district also patronized these stores once 
they were established, as the local general store carried 
a limited stock of et 

Edmontonvalso.served the district. in terms of legal 
services and medical and dental care. The presence of 
Doctor State at Fort Assiniboine assured the people of some 
measure Of medical care, but there were neither dentists 
nor hospitals in the immediate vicinity. Modern hospitals 
had been present in Edmonton since the building of the 
Generel Hospital by the Gray Nuns in 1895 and the first 
Misericordia hospital .in ered There were dentists in 
Edmonton, and lawyers as ads ae 

The Fort Assiniboine district also had a transport 
relationship with the three towns north of Edmonton which 
during the 1909-1914 period were the nearest railheads - 
Morinville, Clyde, and Westlock. The Canadian Northern 
Railways Morinville branch was opened in October 1906, and 
during that summer the first grain elevator in town was 
constructed. Morinville also had a Dominion Lands sub- 
agency at which an entry on land was made by a resident of 
the Fort Assiniboine Pre cn nes This railway's station 
at Clyde was.opened in nee This was the real begin- 
ning wMm a cdeTi nite) route Tor, p copie) an the Fort Assiniboine 
area west to Clyde and then south to Edmonton. The distance 


to be travelled by trail was further shortened when the- 


Edmonton, Dunvegan, and British Columbia Railway arrived 
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at Westlock’ in 171s. Thus, for the Fort Assiniboine 


Gust ret ,~ the railhead to which any grain or livestock to 
be shipped to distant markets could be carried came 
progressively closer, from Morinville to Clyde to Westlock, 
during these early years. The return trip to Westlock, 
60 miles away, by wagon with a load of grain or live- 
stock took four bing iter This was the closest railhead to 
the settlers for many years, for the Pembina Valley Railway 
from Edmonton to Barrhead, 25 miles to the southeast, did 
not come into operation aacebtnes AGF 

The last outside points which had relationships with 
Fort Assiniboine during this period were Mosside and 
Belvedere, two small post offices to the Muipascs Both of 
these points had Dominion Lands sub-agencies, at which 
settlers could file homestead entries on land, file app lica- 
tions for patent of land, file notices of abandonment of 
land, etc. This arrangement was much more convenient than 
going to Edmonton, far away over rough roads to railway 
points. Two examples of the many such occurrences will 
suffice. Joseph L. Clarke of the Freeman River district 
Filed an avatar 10h for homestead entry on the northwest 
quarter-section of section 36, township 62, range seven, 
west of the fifth on May 6, 1912 at the Belvedere Dominion 
Lands sub-agency. Doctor State filed his application for 
patent of his South African Veterans' Bounty scrip, on the 


southwest quarter-section of section 12 and the northwest 


quarter-section of section one of township 62, range six, 
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west of the fifth, on December 30, 1914 at the Mosside 
Oh ai eae | 

The ethnic character of the Fort Assiniboine district 
during this 1909-1914 period was a varied one, according 
to the picture suggested by ethnic data in the pertinent 
land files of the Department of the Interior. Some of the 
Files wat euangnue certain entries ane not available for 
perusal and thus the following analysis cannot be considered 
as complete for the area in question. However those files 
which are available often contain information relating to 
the ethnic or national origins of many of the settlers con- 
cerned and it is on this information that the analysis of 
the ethnic background, in terms of the birthplaces of the 
settlers, is based. The analysis here includes in the 
statistics the following persons: Joseph Brewster, William 
B. Combes, and Charles Combes, John Baston, Mikel Carroll, 
Martin Steinert, John Paynter, W.B. Holmes, Henry C. Faust, 
John A. Miller, and Marion Davis. These men squatted on their 
land before 1909 but filed homesteads on their land or 
otherwise filed for entry in the 1909-1914 ee For 
this reason they will be included here although they came 
to the area before the rest of the settlers discussed here. 

The dominant? characteristic of the district an this 
regard was the fact that a very considerable percentage of 
the pelea were Americans. Of the 151 persons whose 


birthplaces are known, 86 were born in the United States. 


Twenty-three were born in the British Isles; 14 in the 
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Scandinavian countries, including Iceland; two each in 
Belgium, Germany, and fhe Bohemian region of Austria; and 
one each in Australia, Russia and Holland. Nineteen were 
Canadians, including some natives of mixed eae y. Thus 
a very considerable portion of the settlers of the Fort 
Assiniboine district were Americans , followed numerically 
by persons from the United Kingdom, Canada, the Scandinavian 
countries (Sweden, Norway, Denmark, Finland, Leeland), 
Belgium, Germany, Austria, Australia, Russia, and Holland. 
There is evidence to suggest that the type of country 
offered for settlement by the federal government in the Fort 
Assiniboine district was directly related to the type of 
settler, ethnically speaking, who took it. The area was 
well-timbered and very well watered; wood and water were in 
abundance. This appealed first of all to the people of 
Scandinavia, native to an area where woodcraft was well 
developed; many of those who came to the Canadian West 
settled in the forested areas, which were more familiar to 
them than treeless Re i, Fourteen Scandinavians ; 
filed entry on land in the district under discussion ee ad 
The Seundeneomat wood and water in the area also at- 
tracted many Americans from the states of North and South 
Dakota. « Of. the, lov persons who Filed entry on land in the 
district between 1909 and 1914, 24 were farmers from one 
of cares states. Although most were American-born, four - 
Syver Ronningen, Olaf Finstad, and A.B. Olson of Norway, and 
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Niels Jensen of Denmark, were not. There is evidence to 
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suggest that some of these people saw the wooded, moist 
lands in the Fort Assiniboine district as a paradise 
compared to the dry, parched lands they were occupying at 
the times © this Wasi true! in’ the case of the’ Tamily of 
Raymond Olson, born in Emmons County, North Dakota, in ee OAs 
Drought had hit his home area, and wood and water were hard 
to find; his grandmother, Mrs. Rebecca Blake, and his 
stepfather and mother Mr. J. Adkins and Mrs. May Blake 
Adkins, came to Fort Assiniboine in 1910, where wood, water, 
and grass were Benet alien Wesley Cartwright emigrated to 
the Fort Assiniboine district in 1912 from his dried-out 
land in North Dakota, hoping to make a better die rdgetoe 

Of the total of 86 native-born Americans who filed on 
land in the district between 1909 and 1914, 69 were born 
in the midwest or western states of Michigan, Wisconsin, 
~Towa, Ohio, Minnesota, Indiana, Illinois, Oklahoma, 
Nebraska, South Dakota, North Dakota, Montana, and 
Washington. Only three came from the South (Mississippi 
and Kentucky) and nine from the eastern states, ; 
(Pennsylvania, New York, Massachusetts, and New Ca oe 
Thus most of the Americans who settled in the Fort 
Assiniboine district were from the eeeden or midwestern 
states, although it must be granted that applicants were 
from varied areas of the United States. 

Of the 19 persons born in Canada, however, who filed 


entry on land in the district during these years, ten were 


from Ontario, one from Quebec, one from New Brunswick, two 


»! 


{7 "i 


) pbeboo ws eet Mae at sy’ day 


rT ow 


aia bie «evel d Adv et iy) cate voftuoatinn ba 


boy! @ ew! UL Le ee en t@uambesh ey ed owe 
sea iie we te ene: jivebruds ew 


 o 
Liteg 


we hath ova ane 90: two way 9 


71.4 


vis ey Vode  aphAgit > 18 eaypna trbiaey 10"4 
Juana ket! sSiwerdl “Ro het eignandin 48 


' 


1 
PaD hey is 


i Vea yet’ wat bia’ t | ebivie ial he vent «nasal Ye 
dae ‘9g 4 » wiitve ot wivbouk aah okt Ne 


yiten 8 tei (eo ' en @eeg on) a. atesey soa 


rt i ,erelied pe) Hane dinvoosites FEA aN, 
a2 page, Jebyta lb oi xbaaek * 


hoe ent ier whe  ¢hetew) nog? ane vebtesnn aot . 


“Gh 4 eo 


ret ‘SS Tae ® o@emo cg poe sored Ag anisl Ad 


4 TBC ba lise veyegbe bat ith 


ee ee! any, ha seas wtls hl Awad 


hota": ee ve saa “erin ve 6 Gi 


pe ee 


ge hew tien vi vor ew here obit sun rte 8 


rati . Batt loa eA lapse oun sw 
ess 


+ oho? Ere Lowe’. ratoeth ondeuiiewed d 


i 
it ae 


aCe A eG COT I gu ive do indothy oA e 


ai BOR «nh rae aRales avery 
‘uae’ ated) seen ‘an Tb ‘aba ving” 
ven sir qn vd cathy bane 


iT i Cell Cai ayy: ae reve 3h nouorivt's | 
te lk tepid wee Ve Parr. ye 


a) " 
ar ; 
- me 
1 a> 

<9 uu” 
= ‘ 


Te 


9’ 
5 
4 


from Alberta, three persons of mixed-blood of the Prairie 
Provinces, and one man from Manitoba. The birthplace, of 
the last man was not “tee Thus, of the Canadians 

who filed entry on land in the Fort Assiniboine district 
during the period 1909-1914, the majority were easterners. 
This is an interesting contrast to the-origins of the 
American settlers noted above. 

An analysis of the previous occupations pursued by 
people who took up land in the district between 1909 and 
1914 reveals that many were already farmers. Out of a 
total of 135 people whose previous occupations were 
declared by them, 88 were farmers. The remainder included: 
labourers; teamsters; clerks; machinists; carpenters; 
ranchers; railroad men; and real estate agents. Ihere 
Were eilso one each of thei following: nurses physician; 
baker; mason; cook; hotel owner; miner; trapper; hardware 
merchant; travelling salesman; and a financial ee ha, 
Thus a fairly wide variety of professions, trades, and 
occupations was represented, but the vast majority of 
applieants for entry in this district were farmers. | More- 
over, many of these persons were not strangers to the 
Alberta landscape; 23 had been farmers in this province 
previous to applying for their homesteads or other land 
Eee In terms of those who filed entry on land in 
the Fort Assiniboine district in the years from 1909: to 


-1914, settlement was a young bachewor's tgamewri0f, 151 


applicants for entry whose marital status at (time of 
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entry is known, 109 were single, or more than two-thirds 
opithertetal. Only 42 of ‘these people were married, 
including two women, Mrs. Rebecca Blake and Mrs. Agnes 
Henri. One woman, Miss Beatrice H. Thomson, was single. 
These were the only female applicants for entry. Of 112 
persons whose age at time of entry was disclosed, 84 were 
between the ages of 18 and 39 years. Only 28 of the 
applicants for entry were 40 years of age or over, the 
Glidestibeing 66. the high proportion of single settlers 
to married ones and males to females is also reflected in 
the 1911 census statistics in Appendix heise 

Thus during the years 1909 to 1914 a considerable 
number of people took up land in the Fort Assiniboine 


district. Although about one-fifth of these people gave 


up the struggle to set up farms and "prove up" on their 
136 
land, many were successful. What was life like in the 


district during these years for the pioneering population? 
Much use was made by the settlers of local resources. 


One of the most important examples of this was in terms of 


food; wild meat and berries were extensively used and 


formedian important (part of ‘the settlers” mvet.2" Such 


animals as caribou, moose, deer, and rabbits and also par- 


tridges were hunted by the settlers,. The Freeman River 
and the surrounding lakes also provided some Petes for 
It would seem that the deficiency of game which plagued 
thes post) an. fur trade times did net recur during these 


138 
years of the settlement era. Muchof ‘the food which 
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was not game was still domestically produced, such as 
potatoes, vegetables, dairy products, beef, pork and 
poultry. The general store supplied only Such) Stores as 
coffee, sugar, salt, beans, and flour, which could not be 
produced by the’ individual ho ae eo Some clothes 
were bought at such places, but most were either made at 
home or ordered by catalogue from department stores. In 
the autumn winter clothes were often ordered by 

140 
catalogue. 

Recreational activities in the Fort Assiniboine dis- 
trict were, like the diet, very much a home-grown affair. 
Such institutions as motion picture theatres, museums, 
and fine restaurants were simply not there; instead, 
people relaxed individually by reading such periodicals 
as the Country Guide. For common activities which 
brought people together, the populace relied on dances 
in the schoolhouses at Fort Assiniboine and Freeman River, 
picnics, games, footraces, housewarming parties and the 
annual celebration on Dominion ne ccee A young traveller 
from Peace River: Crossing named Edward H. Carrothers 
attended the Dominion Day celebration in 1911 at W.B. 
Holmes! cabin with him and the rest of the i 
The large number of American settlers resulted in the 
great sesg y of baseball games as the main local form 


43 
of recreation. There was, however, little time for 


recreation. 


A homesteader's life during these years was hard. 
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Land had to be cleared and broken, and cropped with horse- 
drawn machinery. People did not use tractor-driven farm 
machinery in.thiswarea'iuntil after 1920. For ttavelling 
from place to place, horse-drawn conveyances were also 
used; the first automobile did not arrive in the district 
untae h al 9S: Horse-power was also used to thresh grain; 
one farmer had a horse treadmill which turned a flywheel 
which in turn powered the nee eae In some cases 
oxen were used to pull ploughs and do farm cee eT pa A 
busy time of the year was autumn, when the men of the 
district made Up «crews to ‘thresh each other's ne eas 
When a homesteader had cultivated and harvested his crop, 
he would often work at a job away from home to make some 
more ready ae 

Although the population of the district contained a 
number of groups of different national origin such as 
English, Irish, Scots, Germans, Scandinavians, Russians, 
Canadians, and ROR a the district experienced no 
cultural ethnic events sponsored by the local Poa es 
The Fort Assiniboine district during these years seems to 
have been, for the most part, ethnically neutral. However, 
one occurrence shows that racial prejudice was present. 
W.C. McCartney and P.W. McCabe, who had filed homesteads on 
the south -half of section 30, township 61, range five, west 
of eth eit fthy, abandoned ptherr chand (in Way , LPO. a Both 


cited, as tYeasons, their objections to the number of 


coloured people coming into the district. The only negro 
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imthis. district, as far. as can be discovered, was H.1. 
Slaughter of section 32 of the same Oe ats There was — 
a negro settlement at Campsie about 12 miles to the pa 
Thus racial prejudice was present in the district. 

There was not very much of a native presence in the 
area during these years, although persons of mixed and full 
blood did inhabit and visit the area. Some mixed-blood 
scrip was taken up in the area, as a the case of Francois 
Poitras, who took up the southeast quarter~-section of 
section four scouMehiple2, Tange six «west of, the fafrth. in 
December 1909 and sold it to William Humberstone of 
Edmonton the following aa. Edward L'Hirondelle, who 
was living in the area in 1908, may have continued to do 
S60. im -bhe-1909-1914 period bub this 1s not pcertain. He 
was perhaps a relative of the L'Hirondelle's in the Lac La 
Nonne area before ete Some mixed-blood families with 
the surnames of Cardinal, Courtepatte, and Chalifoux were 
living in the area around 1918, but it is impossible to 
determine exactly when they came to this area and if this 
was during the 1909-1914 period. There were some Crees 
lawing amnound fort eo Suns Bet Mies some Stonies 
(Assiniboines) ncuer ean these people were probably 
trappers. The most noticeable presence of Canadian Native 
peoples in the Fort Assiniboine district was at the time 
of the annual Indian pilgrimage to the shrine of St. Anne 


at Lac Ste. Anne, an event which had begun in.1889. 


Each year numbers of Indians from the Lesser Slave Lake 
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area would take the Klondike Trail to its junction with 
the’ trail to Lac Ste. Anne west and north of St. Albert; 
they would sometimes camp on the open flat at Fort 
Assiniboine, on sections one, two, and three of township 
62, range six, west of the Pe dee tC fs fair to say, 
however, that Lear mnaeete eee Panes Fort Assiniboine 
district was small, and it is extremely difficult to pin- 
point its exact extent. 

In terms of government services to the area, Fort 
Assiniboine did not receive a great deal. The most impor- 
tant services were the post offices and schools, the road 
which was being built west from Clyde in 1912, police, and 
the homestead inspector. The first two named above have 
already been i eateseanee The Royal North-West Mounted 
Police were an important agency of aid to settlers during 
this period. A policeman would visit the Fort Assiniboine 
district periodically during these years, making sure that 
all was well with the settlers and supplying them some- 
times with such needed articles as aa. sen = Finally 
there was the homestead inspector. This official came out 
to Une ‘dastrict’ to "check om applications for patent of 
land by homesteaders. Sometimes such applications would 
be sworn out before him, thus relieving the settler of the 
necessity of a trip to the Edmonton, Belvedere, or Mosside 
Dominion Lands sWetnachnt & On January 9, 192. for 


example, Henry T. Slaughter made an application for patent 


of the southeast quarter-section of section 32, township 
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61, range five, west of the fifth, before Gordon Macdonald, 
homestead aR SOERNEE in the Edmonton district at Holmes 
Crossing. The townships classified as the district of 
Fort Assiniboine for the purposes of this thesis were in- 
cluded in Improvement Districts 641, 611, and 612 when they 
were formed on December 18, 19135 by virtue of Order-in- 
Council 1104/13. These units remained unchanged throughout 
1913 and 1914 and were in fact not changed until oes 
Thus the evolution of Fort Assiniboine from a small 
fur trade post to a cee possessing a certain degree of 
settlement by 1914 was in a number of stages. Its role of 
a fur post was enlarged during the winter of 1824-25 to 
include the more important role of a transcontinental 
communications way station, and it continued in this manner 
intitpthe spring’ of .L86l. AL; this pent its transcan- 
tinental significance ceased and it became a local way 
station within the Saskatchewan District. By 1877 this 
importance was gone as well and the life of Fort 
Assiniboine as a Hudson's Bay Company post was ended in 
that year. The area was then isolated and little visited 
until, with the Klondike gold rush in 1897, the value of 
the old trail as a route from Edmonton to the western end 
of Lesser Slave Lake and on to the Yukon was recognized, 
and it was revived. This «brought. Fort Assiniboine, into a 
resurrected if temporary prominence, for the gold rush use 
of the trail lasted only for several years. Soon, however, 


settlers were moving into the area northwest of Edmonton, 


pial: Iu. otadece sonal as + ng tonne ye rr 
wie ae bad heegts vat Dhan Pi AY. nwa 

+, Ab enengang eid) bad 4 ae 
Ube dob seee Siamese iM 
Pel BL aadneaed hu ie aa 
Lahdends waited seni! ji ea eu 
jepvets Joa Jon? Of tae boa, re 
neh. d404 We sorjulaws ahi 


~fL") 


ue 


eer 


erik a 


son ed 


¥ i pout 


bel 


it 


balla (0) 
t 
Meyirgeast ooo @o3u¥ eed ad no beg ote) avale. 298564) 30 


whi 


1z¢ 


' 


aia, a2 


ea gne w 


nit) 


‘ 


ids) 


ai 


hit tt 


af 


MOsewe B 


a4 


‘ee h 


ie. 


ov eyo 


a haat 


e 


iA A) 


17, 0¢ 


mm 


eitd (TL eh.» Ioaudnid einartnd snaps wld: obitiv. dob ee ae 
obit. att Boal) tle, ie Ma Bl en. 
eew Tacn xoegeer gok. a 'nbebots af On wiiodinigal 


wedidin rilsal Hoo isdeland pens tev reise vert, | .teey- sit 


\ 


~TEG4 ‘yl 


eossgny? neat aiwot » we jierd blo ond 


7407 


rosked, 121428 ®) 00 Prey y t 


1) hte BaAunos cape tenet ich 


= 


oe 
a nis 
X rig nae 
740an ae oe bow Ale rr dn ‘el ¥ 
Ad ahah bar Rinne oe 400 ae 
1: oi ng Sovsnoamt arom PTtd's | 
ti BAS (ok dada, vow /sriad aaa te 
sity 2h) “wane? “wo ondaae ad 


7 


; 7 
(ted iow oii baol et sd ejiv mie 


aay 
' 
a n 


irtpeerd asl. .beyives wry ak, bie! vy 


ote hs vIeEn ger? VE beJnetivess - 


ovv Leteva@ ool vine halen) Lass gid to 


vaud oad oial ontvow otVew ayeliias 


196 


Using the old trail to get to their destinations. By 

the winter of 1908-09, when the township containing Fort 
Assiniboine was surveyed for settlement, squatters had 
Dec living an the area tor three years. settlement of 
the area was beginning. Ihe first homestead and scrip 
entries on land in the Fort Assiniboine township were 
failed in 1909, and) the years from 1909 to 1914 mark the 
consolidation of the trickle of settlement begun between 
1877 and 1908. Through these years the old trail remained 
a standard route to the main urban centre, Edmonton, and 
was only beginning to be replaced by railroads from 
Morinville, Clyde, and Westlock successively as a route to 
Edmonton by 1914. “Thus. at cam be seen that, the common 
characterastics of both fur trade and settlement periods 
were the trail to Edmonton and its relationship to Fort 
Assiniboine as a main depot and service centre. these two 
phenomena are the links of continuity between the two 
periods and it can theref ores bel ahfirmedpehat) the relation+ 
ship set up between Edmonton and Fort Assiniboine in 1824 
was-to.continue; with certain interruptions, to 1914. A 
Fur trade phenomenon set up under the Hudson's Bay Company 
monopoly continued into the settlement era, and thus in 
the case of Fort Assiniboine a certain continuity spanned 


both of the main periods of Western Canadian history. 
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Geographical Setting. Canadian Frontiers of Settlement 
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1976 and Mr. Dute Cartwright at Barrhead, May~),, LA76 sand 
information given to me by Mr. Walter Thomson of Fort 
Assiniboine. Also Barrhead and District Historical soCLety, 


Provincial Archives of Alberta accession 71.103. 
Canadian Almanac, 1914, p. 218. Also interviews 
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Homestead Files, Department of Lands and Forests, 
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ae Interview with Mr. Raymond Olson at Fort 
Assiniboine, January 24, 1976. Aliso Chapter 5, pp. 175-176. 


a Dawson and Younge, Pioneering in the Prairie 
Provinces, pp. 199-200. 
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nN General Township Register, Provincial Archives of 
Alberta accession 75.93/39. 


ae Ibid. Also interviews with Mr. Raymond Olson at 
Fort Assiniboine, January 24, 1976 and with Mrs. Elsie 
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District.Historical SoRse Ly Trails Northwest, pp. 292, 298. 


eee Interview with Mr. Raymond Olson at Fort 
Assiniboine, January 24, 1976. 


$92 Ibid. Also interview with Mr. Dute Cartwright at 
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ts Interviews with Mr. Raymond Olson, at Fort 
Assiniboine, January%29,/1976; Mrs Dute Cartwright at 
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ae Interview with Mr. Raymond Olson at Fort 
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TONS 3 6 Chapter 5, pp- 160-161. 
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came to the district in 1910. This information is from 
the interview with Mr. Raymond Olson at Fort Assiniboine, 
January 24, 1976. See also Homestead Files, Department of 
Lands and Forests, Provincial Archives of Alberta accession 
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1. This table’ was compiled from the following sources: 


(a) 


(b) 
Cex 


(d) 


Ce) 


(f ) 


Fort Assiniboine - post journals, account books, 


report ton' district. 

Edmonton - post journals. 

Minutes of Council Northern Department, contained 
in the following: 

SiH. Fleming, ed. MineteswotaCouneil Northern 


Department 1821-1831 pp. noo o4a, 180-18), 
DOT 2568 (442, 


Siete Oliver, ed. [her Canadian North-West. 
Contains minutes for the period 1830-1843. Vol. I 
op~ 645; 66). Vol. pp. 677-678, 693-694, 
WS3-714, 729, 7161-762, Wess 77, 802, 819-820, 
847, 858-866. 


-~ Minutes in the Hudson's Bay Archives, 1834 and 
1844-1860. 


Journal of Robert T. Rundle, 1841-46. (Unpublished 
manuscript) Historic Sites Branch, Department of 
Culture, Province of Abwerta. 

Memoirs of Father Albert Lacombe (unpublished 
manuscript). Oblate Archives Collection, 
Provincial Archives of Alberta; Accession /1.220. 
P.E. Breton, Le Grand Chef des Prairies, p. 62. 

In all cases of dispute, the post records have 


been taken as the final authority. 
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Appendix 2 - Returns 


L 
Ae CUERItelo826 


26 Bear 

515 Prime Beaver 

546 Common Beaver 
12,.feet Coating and, Scraps 
46 lb. Castorum 

ZReCacs 

7 Fishers 

5 Cross Foxes 

4 Red Foxes 

2741 Martens 

Zo pean Us 

291 Musquash (Muskrats) 
22 Prime Otters 

8 Common Otters 

75 Swans 

6 Wolves 

15 Wolverines 

34 Swan skins 

108 Large Moose skins 

6 Parchment Moose skins 


value - £2523 asin hbhd. 


“ Fort Assiniboine 
account book, 1826-27. 
Hudson's Bay Archives, 
Ba OAG/l i. 


2 
Bi. (OU it tee Z 


30 Large Black Bears 

20 Cub Black Bears 

8 Large Brown Bears 

4 Cub Brown Bears 

5 Large Grizziizes 

4 Cub Grizzlies 

291 Large Beavers 

284 Small Beavers 

17 lb. Castorum 

8 Fishers 

1 (mosis. Frox 

27 Lynx or Cats 

226 Martens 

4 Minks 

1014 Muskrats 

24 Prime and Common Otters 

64 Swans 

11 Wolverines 

3 Wolves 

217 large dressed Elk Skins 

13 Small dressed Elk Skins 

8 Large Parcht. dressed Elk 
skins 

275 Swan Quills aS 


value =£982 9d. 
Additional Returns Outfit 1852 


18 Black Bear large and small 
1 large Brown Bear 

3 Grizzlies large and small 
37 large beavers 

60 half beavers 

3/16 1b. beaver coating 
[Lynx .0r (cat 

7 Martens 

76 Muskrats 

3 Otters prime and common 
1 Swan 

1 Wolf 

2). Large ELK, skins 


value = £164 15s. 


Fort Assiniboine 
account book, 1832-33. 
Hudson's Bay Archives, 
Bis 67d / 2x 
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51 Large Black Bears 
34 cub Black Bears 
Zo, Large Broun, Bears 
5 cub brown bears 
/plarge. grizzly Dears 
548 large beaver 

304 small beaver 

32 ib. castorum 

29 Fishers 

5 Red Foxes 

yy Eress. Pox 

2 silver foxes 

Zo4 lynx 

1139 Martens 

IZ Hanks 

1057 Muskrats 

52 Prime Otters 

6 Common Otters 

36 Swan Skins 

3 wolves 

8 Wolverines 

389 Large Moose Skins 
43 Small Moose Skins 


ll Bags Pemmican 
value =£2034 10s. 2d. 


8; 
Bay Archives, B. 8/d/3. 


Fort Assiniboine account book, 1836-37. 


Hudson's 
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Appendix 4 


Edmonton District Balance Sheet, Outta 1874 


Outposts Returns 


Lesser Slave Lake NAS TAS IL PANS 
Fort Assiniboine Ay, LENZ eZ 
Lake St. Annes TA ANS VPC H 
Veco T d.a9 Posi 2. ' eDignl 2 bis: 20) 
Buffalo Lake Post Fi, 48%. 16 
Bow River Post big OO. 20) 
Rocky Mountain House Dig lO Gre & 


Qutposts Inventories - 1 June 1875 


Lesser Slave Lake of tele 
Fort Assiniboine 

Lake St. Annes 

Victoria Post tn, 
Buffalo Lake Post 

Bow River Post ive 
Rocky Mountain House te 
Supplies to Outposts ~ 1 June 1875 
Lesser Slave Lake ee 
Rocky Mountain House G5 
Bow River Post toe 
Buffalo Lake Bie 
Lake St... Annes 6, 
Fort Assiniboine Tage 
Victoria : eae, 


1 


Archives, D. 3073. 


GUL SES 
Ge alok 
891.46 
848.10 
821.14 
1 Pay 
445.47 


Shope Se he) 
978.16 
eer 29 
290 Oo 
800.89 
OD 7-361 
473.94 


4, 


Accounts Received At Commissioner's Office from 


H.Q.'s of Northern Department Districts. Hudson's Bay 
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eM S ae 
Staff Biographies Outfits 1824-1874 

The following biographies are short summaries of the 
lives of Fort Assiniboine staff about whom more is known 
Laie stnelyAtnete Yyedro Gmeservirce avy tne posts Very 
little information is available concerning the servants 
("other employees") who were employed there, and con- 
sequently few of them are listed here. Any information 
known about such persons is conveyed by the table in 


Appendix’ Pe Rererences will "be *qiver for “each “entry. 


Arionaise, Jacques 


This man served at Fort Assiniboine during the winters 
a 
of Uutrits 13955 and 1856. He also served in the 


Saskatchewan District during Outfits 1840 and 1843. In the 
2 


latter case he was employed in the capacity of middleman. 


He had been listed in Fort Assiniboine pecords an, Le52 
5) 
under "Servants of Other Places." 


t Edmonton post journal, 1833-34. Also Fort 
Assiniboine account book, 1836-37. 


“ Saskatchewan District Statements, Outfits 1840 
and 1843. 
3 


Fort Assiniboine account book, 1832-33. 


Appsasish or Apasis, Asstin 


This man was a native who was hired as a hunter at 
af 
the post during Outfit 1826. He was probably the same 


Apasis who was a hunter for Edward Ermatinger's Columbia 
2 
express party in the autumn of 1827. 
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> Fort Assiniboine account book, 1826-27. 


Ermatinger, “York Factory Express Journal", p. 109. 


Auger , Antoine Sr. 


This man served at Fort Assiniboine during the winter 
1 
of Outfit 1832. He also served in the Saskatchewan 


District during Outfits 1843 and 1850. He had a son, 
Antoine, who served in the district during Outfits 1850- 


1851 and 1855, employed during the latter as a horsekeeper. 


: Fort Assiniboine account book, 1832-33. 


ae Edmonton District Statements, Outfits 1843, 1850, 
ao) und 1655. 


Beauchamp, Charles 
1 


Beauchamp arrived at Fort Assiniboine in autumn VEZ > 


His name is mentioned among the employees of the post in 
2 
Outfits 1826 and 1828 as well, but he probably also served 


at the post in Outfit 1827. He probably served For the 


‘next five outfits at Edmonton, from which place he departed, 
3 


with his large family, for Red River on May 15, 1834. He 
was possibly of mixed blood, and his family probably was 


as well. 


Edmonton post journal, 1824-25. 


; Fort Assiniboine account book, 1826-27 and post 
journal, 1828-29. 


i Edmonton post journal, 1833-34. 


Belrose or Bellerose, Olivier 


Bellerose served as manager of Fort Assiniboine during 


2 


21 


i ie). ee 4 
TA Abe a Wa a 
at f) Sal 


 thlasel. dowd meisiets 


20! iq’) “ledaet Seeeaaed elas voy 


, or y fe 
EN ee? 
~ 7 a ag 4 
qainty off potaye eotopimiana rea +8 i . yee 
newer ins wee ot “th, bowees osle. om 


,noe8 @ Se Ea 4h Ocul By a thos 0328905 oe nbs 394 


enn 


H7e! wir iien eriwdh sotagete, eat, ne bavaee ania 


-19Q99leeTHi® e6, 6dTel Of2 Retin Hevodaae ey € 


tt. seas wand jnuo wee: nehiutayver saet. it i 


‘ 
{ ; ee ps 
t i # 
a « ah 
i « 


»CSBL Amutue mh, cntodt mtaun, eh, ta: ‘Beni sae. ‘estou ; aa) 
ae 


; 


wi Jeou seni Is esayolqns bay! phony: ‘wanold fen, ite - 

By i ee 

Eatihieds Gels Uldedid@ ad’ Sud’ thaw, hie’ “ise on o58t a arr) 
wi Per 4) t 
af} 501 bavaiee dadert YS Rey shoo nid jan 


to 

hy ave ie Je i oe 

(Pedtegeb ot euail Aad rdv mot cf aga re ni ttoue oui) iy 
ay 


aH) MBE 2 (ult A savin onl a ‘aude Be vebd Ai a 
hom iano ig yl ied war baie. bold eben Ae Yi dkeeog fer 


1 yo" : 
it a 


N Tse: be Bs y ‘ioe emt) a 


i an eS: eSB) eta pom gp spi a wR Ay Bi 
| “a ; 

ee Bb eicd ty Oe VS~ALRE sed scien antodt ions. dno: s im 

ae . Daa khaled sat 


f 


Ay ea never Yeon ‘nosnomb x 


a eg Lene Ane ae A th ye ay 


the winters of 1859-60 and 1860-61, and the summer of 1861; 


his rank was interpreter. He also served as manager of 
i 
the post during the winter of 1861-62. Bellerose seems 


to have first served in the Saskatchewan District during 


Outfit 1840, as a middleman. He also served in the 
2 


district -duming Outfits 1843, 1850-1854, and,1855. He 
probably had a family and had spent some time at Lac La 
Biche; H.J. Moberly noted in Outfit 1856 that the journal 


for that place contained an entry stating that "Mrs. 
5 
Bellerose was delivered of a fine girl." Be Lkerose 


Wintered«<at Fort Pitt ,during the winter of -1862-63 and at 
4 
Edmonton during Outfits 1865-1870. Norbert Bellerose, 
' 5 
at Edmonton during the former period, was probably his 


son. Bellerose continued in the Saskatchewan District 
during the post-monopoly period. In the years 1871-1873 
and again .in 1877 he was on transport duty, bringing in 
carts of provisions from the plains and returns from the 
district posts to Edmonton. 


Minutes of Council Northern Department, 1859-1860. 
Also Edmonton post journals, 1859-60 and 1860-61. Also 
Appendix 1. 


2 Saskatchewan District Statements, Outfits 1840, 
1843, 2185051, 1855. 


: Moberly, When Fur Was King, pp. 83-84. 


: Minutes of Council Northern Department, 1862-1870, 
also Edmonton post journal, 1862-1870. 


. Edmonton post journal, 1862-63. 
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Brazeau, Joseph 


Brazeau was in charge of Fort Assiniboine during the 
winters of 1847-48, 1848-49, all of Outfit 1849, and the 
spring of 1850. His rank was postmaster. Afterwards he was 
in charge of Jasper House from the fall of 1850 through the 
summer of 1855. “in the fall of 1855—-he was placed in charge 
of Rocky Mountain House. During the summer of 1856 he was 
at Edmonton. This pattern was in use through the summer of 
1860. ‘He was: in charge of Rocky Mountain House from the 
fall of 1860 through the summer of 1861 as a elerkis 4 Inmethe 
winter of 1861-62 he was in charge of Jasper House and 
served at Edmonton for the summer of 1862. From the fall 
of 1862 through the summer of 1864 he was at Edmonton, and 
then returned to Rocky Mountain House for the fall of 1864 
through thheicsummer cof, 1668.9 He retired in ree Brazeau, 


according to the Earl of Southesk, had been born in the 


United States of ee He died September 2, 1871, at 
Fort ee ey 

i Minutes of Council Northern Department, 1847-1868. 

: Earl of Southesk, Saskatchewan and the Rock 
Mountains, Edited by L.G. Thomas. G@aaeises) pg. SL: 

3 


Edmonton post journal, 1871. 
Calder, William A. 


William Calder began his service in the Hudson's Bay 
1 
Company in 1849, He was a steersman in the Saskatchewan 
2 
DIStriret during Outfit AG: > go and by 1858 had become an 


intenpreter.on He aaSitput Gin schenge’ sor the post atriiac® Sites, 


Anne for the winters of 1858-59 and 1859-60. Calder 
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became a postmaster during Outfit 1860, when he had charge of 
Lac Ste. Anne for the winter and also for the summer of 1861. 
He served at Edmonton during the winter of 1861-62, and in 
the summer of 1862 was listed as "disposable" within the 
Saskatchewan Bret ies Calder was in charge of Fort 


Assiniboine for the fall of Outfit-1862 through. Outfit 1872 
Piet yuki He was re-engaged as a postmaster in June of 
ey Calder served, with the rank of clerk, at Lesser 
Slave Lake during Outfits eva ree and retired in iia 


He subsequently re-entered the Company's service and was in 
ad 
charge of Lac Ste. Anne during Outfits 1881 and 1882, and 


in the minutes of the Council of the Northern Department for 
1883 was listed as "disposable" within the Edmonton District. 
In 1883 Calder was listed as suffering from consumption and 


unfit for active service, and his contract was to expire in 
9 
1884. He probably retired shortly afterwards, for his name 


does not appear on subsequent servant lists for the Edmonton 
District. Calder had a wife and at least two sons, one of 
whom was William, Jr., who escorted Horetzky on his trip 
north from Edmonton in 1872. Both (William and James, or 


John) were in the Company's service during the 1870's and 
10 
1880's. 


Locegmonton List °of "Servants; Outfit 2874, Calder was 
listed here as having been in the Company's service for 25 
years. 


2 “GaSkatchewan District ‘Statement, Quefit 1855. 


ei Minutes of Council Northern Department, 1858-1870. 
Extracts from Memoranda of same, 1872. Also Edmonton post 
journal, 1871-72. 


4 Extracts from Memoranda of Minutes of Council 
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Northern Department, 1872. 


PGednenccncist oro Seeanbel GutFie 1B74, Ales 
Edmonton District Servants' Balances, 1876. 


Minutes of Council Northern Department, 1877. 


: Ibid., 1881-1882. Also Edmonton District Servants! 
Balances, 1882. 


Minutes of Council Northern Department, 1883. 


z Edmonton District Servants' Balances, Maya lien BS 2.. 
Aleo_ Edmonton List of Clerks, Uutfit. 1882, 


o Edmonton post journal, May 16, 1861. Also Horetzky, 
Canada_on the Pacific, p. 13. Also Minutes of Council 


Northern Department, 1876-1884. Also Edmonton District 
brst of Servants, Outfit, 1B8p. 


Cardinal, Jacques 

Jacques Cardinal, who served at Fort Assiniboine in the 
capacity of horsekeeper in Outfit 1826, was a well-known 
mixed-blood freeman of the area frequented by these people 
between Lac La Biche and Jasper House. Cardinal was the man 
who cleared the trail from Edmonton to Fort Assiniboine, 
according to the arrangement made with Simpson iniaire of auld 
of ee It seems that he hired out to the Hudson's Bay 
Company on more than one occasion, Bee on transport duty. 
He brought Columbia dispatches to Fort Assiniboine during 
the Winter vot  LS2a—.29 , Seven months earlier he had met 
Edward Ermatinger and the spring express, coming eastward, 
14 miles east of the summit of the Athabasca Pass at the 


4 
Grand batture with 14 horses. This was on May 5, 1828. 


. Fort Assiniboine account book, 1826+27. 


Merk, Fur Trade and Empire, pp. 20-22, 


: Fort Assiniboine post journal, December Zo, O28, 
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Cunningham, John 


John Cunningham served at Fort Assiniboine during the 
winter of eater ee He also served in the Saskatchewan 
District, as a middleman, during Outfit 1843, and as an 
interpreter, during Outfit pte He served at Edmonton 
during Outfit 1858, when he was made a postmaster. He 
served at Edmonton again, from the fall of 1859 through the 
summer of 1863. He was made a clerk in Outfit 1859. 
Cunningham also served at Edmonton during the winters of 
Guthics 1863-1866.., He retired: in fee” 


Fort Assiniboine account book, 1836-37. 


Saskatchewan District Statements, Outfits 1843 and 
Ly: eee ; 


Minutes of Council Northern Department, 1858-1868. 


Delorme, Pierre Lemai, Lemais, or Lemoin, Sr. 

Pierre Delorme, along with Jean-Baptiste Parisien, 
was the longest-serving employee at Fort Assiniboine of 
whom we have some knowledge. Delorme was listed as having 
been on staff at the post in Outfits 1824-1826, 1828, WG 
1833 and 1836, but probably served there during the years 
in between as well. He was listed in Outfit 1832 under 
"Servants of Other Places." He previously had served in 
the North West Uae Delorme was not a ‘young man 
during his time of service: he is sometimes referred to 


Z 
in the Fort Assiniboine journals as "old Delorme." He 
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i Fs Pham, Joel a ! mr ,! 


had a son, who worked at Fort Assiniboine and who served 
3 
in the Saskatchewan District during Outfit 1840. He was 
4 
employed hath sEdmonton in Wupint o1658 . Laesonly character 


reference we have of the father is George Linton's comment 


that he was "a lying and lazy old scoundrel--his best 
2 
ehamacter ." Delorme might have been~-a mixed-blood and 


his boy possibly was, the mother possibly having been a 
native. Delorme, like Parisien and the rest of the post 
lower-rank employees with French names, was probably an 
old French-Canadian voyageur or a mixed-blood descendant 
of such a person who had become a freeman, and worked for 
the Company. 


Eyl Gi Baer gem, Lhe; Fup trade of LessemeS have slLake), 
po. ble; 122, Also Port Assiniboine post journals, 18628- 
29 and 1830-31. Also Fort Assiniboine account books, 1826- 
Lp he s2=5o, LOS6-97. 1 Aso, Fort Assiniboine Report on 
District 1824-25, Hudson's Bay Archives, B. 8/e/1. Also 
Edmonton post journals, 1825-26 and 1833-34. 


: hort Assiniboine pest journal, December 21,. 1830. 


3 Ibid., 1828-29 and 1830-31. Also Saskatchewan 
District Statement, Outi okhs 4G. 


: Edmonton post journal, 1858=59. 


A Fort, Assiniboine post journal, March 26, 1829. 
Deschambeault, George 


George Deschambeault served at Fort Assiniboine during 
i! 
Butfits 1824 and :1825. He seems to have not been at the 


fort during the summers of 1625 or 1826. (Simpson, who found 
hin in charge when he passed through in.the spring of 1825, re- 
2 


placed him with Henry Fisher, Jr. for the summer. He was 


mot in’ charge in the summer of 1826; George Linton, another 
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3 
clerk, held this position. Deschambeault was probably 


occupied in taking out the Saskatchewan District's returns 
during these summers. He was born in Quebec in 1806 and 
entered the employ of the Hudson's Bay Company as an 
apprentice clerk in 1819. He served at Oxford House 
(1819-20) and uae yeas e (1820-22) before he began 
his service in the Saskatchewan District in 1822. After 
his time at Fort Assiniboine Deschambeault served at and 
was in charge of various posts in the districts of English 
River, Athabasca, and Mackenzie River (1826-1847). He was 
made a Chief Trader in 1847. He was in charge of 
Cumberland House (1847-1849) and filie-as4)-Croese (1849-50) 
until he went on furlough fora year. He then served in 
the Athabasca, English River, and Cumberland House Districts 
until 1868, when he again went on a year's furlough. He 
was then appointed to the Red River District, and died in 


Saint--Bonif ace.-on December 27 7, 1870. 


Y Fleming, ed. Minutes of Council Northern Department, 
p. L099. Also Edmonton postyjourhaly<e1325-26. Also Merk, 


hur oir ade: amd emp reap. Wir 


Z Merk, Fur lirade sand Empire ips cl42': 

Edmonton post journal, 1825-26. 

= Fleming, ed. Minutes: of Cayneil Novthern Department, 
p. 436. 


Fisher, Henry Jr. 


Henry Fisher, Jr. served at Fort Assiniboine during 
the winter of 1825-26. His mame is pencilled in with the 


other appointments to the post made by the Council of the 
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1 
Northern Department in July 1825. He had been in charge 


during the summer of 1825, replacing George Deschambeault, 
another clerk, who had been considered unfit for command 
by Simpson the previous uecuant Fisher was born about 
1800 in Prairie du Chien and became an employee in the 
North West Company in 1816, stationed in the Saskatchewan 
district. He was attached to the Bow River Expedition in 
1822-23 and in 1824 went south to the Piegans and con- 
vinced them to bring furs to Edmonton. They accompanied 
ham Chere in the 4 es fat M257 After has time. at "Fort 
Assiniboine, Fisher was in charge of Edmonton 

(summer 1826) and spent Outfits 1826-1832 in charge of 
Rocky Mountain House. Simpson evaluated him in 1852 as a 
good trader who spoke Cree, but was lacking in education. 
He served at Bow“Fort during Outfit 1832 and was in charge 
Of “Fort Pitt 4from?l833-1843 2 Hel retired "in 1845 -but-re- 
joined the Company's service in 1844. Until his last 
retirement in 1855 he served at Fort Ellice and in the Red 


River and English River Districts. He became a Chrer 


Trader in @*he5ilo°-Dietails “of “his "pust=-Tretirement lite ‘are 
3 
unclear. 
: Fleming, ed. Minutes of Council Northern Department, 
Din Us 
Z 


Edmonton post journal, 1825-26. Also Merk, Fur 
Trade and Empire, p. 149. 


: Fleming, Minutes of Council Northern Department, 
pp. 440-441. 
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Fraser, Colin 


Colin Fraser was in charge of Fort Assiniboine first 
during the summer of 1834, when he was an interpreter 
serving in the Saskatchewan een He subsequently 
served at the post, with the rank of postmaster, in the 
capacity of manager for the winters of Outfits 1850 and 1851 
and for the summer of isedas He served at Edmonton for the 
winter of 1852-53, teaching Cree to Father Albert Lacombe, 
and then returned to the charge of Fort Assiniboine for 
the summer of 1853, as far as can be discovered. fraser 
was one of the more unigue and colourful members of the 
lower ranks of the Company's rolls. He was brought to 
Rupert's Land in 1827 in the capacity of Governor 
Simpson's piper. He provided music for Simpson on his 
journey to the Columbia and back from York, Factory an 
1828-29. Fraser served at York Factory and Churchill 
during the next two years respectively, but from his ap- 
pointment as an interpreter in the Saskatchewan District 
in 1831 to his death at Lac St. Anne in 1867, he remained 
in the Saskatchewan piePe iets He was made a postmaster 
in Outfit 1835 and put in charge of Jasper House. He 
remained there until his appointment to Fort Assiniboine 
in 1850. Fraser applied for the charge of Lesser Slave 


Lake and received it, and he was in charge there through 


Outfits 1853-1860 and the summer of 1861. He became a clerk 


iHereoo. In 186l, Fraser Was put im charge of jkac. ste. Anne. 


He had a large family, most likely of mixed blood. 
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Edmonton post journal, 1833-34. Also E.E. Rich, 
ed. Simpson's 1828 Journey to the Columbia (London: Hudson's 
Bay Record: sOC1ety’; 19Ou7 Sep. 248% 


Minutes of Council Northern Department, 1850-1851. 


3 Tbid., 1852. Also Memoirs of Father Lacombe, pp. 
IWis-l07 (transiated copy.) . 


: E.E. Rich, ed. Simpson's 1828 Journey to the 
Columbia, pp. 248-249. Also Minutes of Council Northern 


Department, 1853-1867. Hudson's Bay Archives, B. 2597K/ os 
Also Edmonton post journal, 1861-62. Hudson's Bay 
Archives, B. 60/a/ 32. 


Gerard or Gimard, Pierre 


This man served at Fort Assiniboine during the winter 
1 


o Uatrat 1053. He had been listed at the post during 
Z 
the previous outfit Under “Servants of ‘Other PLraces. 
i 


Edmonton post journal, 1833-34. 


é Fort Assiniboine account book, 1832-53. 


Grant, Richard 

Richard Grant was in charge of Fort Assiniboine during 
the winters of 1830-31, 1831-32, and epee and during 
the winter of 1829-30 served partly at Fort Assiniboine and 
partly at Edmonton. Grant was born about 1794 in the 
parish of Notre Dame, Montreal. He became an apprentice 
clerk in the North West Company's service in 1816, and 
spent the winters of 1820-21 and 1821-22 at Rocky Mountain 
House in the Fort des Prairies department, the second as an 
Hudson's Bay Company clerk. He spent Outfit 1822 at 
Edmonton and then went to York Factory in 1823. He was 


put in charge of Oxford House in 1827, and then was re- 


turned to Edmonton in 1828-29. After his time at Fort 
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Assiniboine he spent Outfits 1833-1835 at Edmonton. In 
1836 he became a Chief Trader and was given a year's fur- 
lough. In 1835 his wife, MaryAnn Berland, who had given 
oe at least two sons, had ieee Possibly she was a 
relation of the Baptiste Berland mentioned in the Fort 
Assiniboine post journal of ee Prom ile8ov7y too Leal 
he was in charge of the Island Lake District. In 1841 he 
was transferred to the Columbia District, where he served, 
mostly in the Snake country, until his retirement: in VBS ORO 
He was married again to Helen, the widow of William 
Kittson. Grant died in Hellgate, Idaho, in 1862. 

Fort Assiniboine post journal, 1830-31, and account 


book 1832-33. Also E.H. Oliver,. The Canadian North-West, 
Vouws i, ppaei6e 5,661 


2 
p. 442. 
3 


Fleming, ed. Minutes of Council Northern Department, 


Fort Assiniboine post journal, 1828-29. 
4 
Dei G42. 


Fleming, ed. Minutes of Council Northern Department, 
Harriott, John Edward 

John E. Harriott was in charge of Fort Assiniboine for 
the winters of 1826-27 and emia Harriott was from 
London, and.a nephew of J.P. Prudem, another figure of the 
Hudson's Bay Company. He was born in 1797 and became an 
apprentice in the Hudson's Bay Company's service in 1809. 
He remained at York Factory during the winter of 1809-10. 
He was stationed in the Saskatchewan District from 1811-12 


to 1821-22, and became a clerk in 1816. Harriott was on 


the Bow River Expedition of 1822, and then was stationed 
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at Carlton House from May ,1823 to .the,spring,.of -1826. 
After his time at-Fort Assiniboine he left for the Columbia 
Dastrict.in the fall of 1828. He was promoted ta the rank 
oF Chietyinader in, 1629). Harriott returned to :the 
Saskatchewan District as manager of Piegan Post on the Bow 
River in 1832. He abandoned this post in January 1834 and 
re-established Rocky Mountain House, remaining in charge 
there until the end of the season 1840-41. He was in 
charge of the Saskatchewan District at Edmonton House in 
1840-41 and again in 1847-48. Outfits 1841-1846 he spent 
in charge of Rocky Mountain House. He then had a leave of 
absence for one year. He became a Chief Factor in 1846. 
Harriott spent the year 1848-49 in charge of the Pembina 
District at Pembina, and returned to the charge of Rocky 
Mountain House from 1849-50 until he took a year's leave 
in 16od-b 50 Heuretired sonuJune phyegleoo and) died at the 
Red River Settlement on February 7, 1866. He was married 
three times, his daughter Margaret by his first marriage 
becoming the wife of John Rowand, Jr., who also had charge 
of Fort Assiniboine for some years. His second wife was 
John..Rowand, Sr. 's, daughter hk and his third was Frances 


Bunn of Red River Settlement. He had in all two sons and 


three daughters. 


I. Fort. Assiniboine account book, 1826-27. Edmonton 
post journals, 1826-27 and 1827-28. Also Fleming, ed. 
Minutes of Council Northern Department, pp. 144, 180. 


2 £.£. Rich, ed. Colin Robertson's Letters, 1817-1822 
(London: The Hudson's Bay Record Society, 1939), pp. 216- 
Laine 
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2 Mast will-and testament of John E. Harriott, 
Juere Zo Less « 


Klyne . Michel 

Michel Klyne had the charge of Fort Assiniboine 
during the summer of 1827. His rank was ee eOPEY, 
Klyne was a was Canadian Gner vas born approximately 1783. 
He became a servant in the North West Company about 1798. 
He was retained by the Hudson's Bay Company after the 
eualition ahd in 827-25 was Serving in the Lesser Slave 
Dake District. aS ah interpreter. We was ain charge of 
Jasper House in Outfits 1824 and 1827, and 1829-1835. He 


served in a number of capacities: canoe builder, gentle- 


men's servant, labourer, fisherman, interpreter, and 


BOatmMaster, He retired Waithuhis sizeable family in 1855 
Zz 
to the Red River Settlement. 
i 


Edmonton post journal, 1827-28. 


4 Lbid.. wAlsSo fleming, 16d Wines oft sCouncid 


Northern Department, pp. 443-444, 


LaFrance, Francois 
= a a 


Frangois LaFrance was a servant at Fort Assiniboine 
if 
during the winter of 1826-27. It is possible that he 


was the "F. LaFrance" who was one of the crewmen of the 


express canoes under Edward Ermatinger in the autumn of 
va 
ia 5 oe 


s Fort Assiniboine account book, 1826-27. 


2 Ermatinger, “York Factory Express) gournal”,.p. 105. 
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Linton, George 


George Linton was in charge of Fort Assiniboine in 
the summers of 1826 and 1828, and the winters of 1828-29 
and ‘i ee Linton was born in England in 1800. He 
became an apprentice clerk in the North West Company's 
service in 1819 and served in the Athabasca department. 
He Temained: in this distract from LOZl-1825 in the -cerv- 
ice of the Hudson's Bay Company. Linton served as clerk 
at Fort Pelly (1824-25) and Edmonton (1826-1828). As 
mentioned above he was in charge at Fort Assiniboine in 
the summers of 1826 and 1828, and the winters of 1828-29 
and 1829-30. He spent Outfit 1830 in charge of Lesser 
Slave Lake, and served in New Caledonia from 1831 to 1835. 


He and his family and some others were drowned in the 


rapids between Fort George and Alexandria on November 8, 
a 
Ie OFS Wes 


Edmonton post journals, 1825-26 and 1827-28. Also 
Fort Assiniboine post journal, 1828-29. Also Fleming, ed. 


Minutes of Council Northern Department, p. 236. 


: E.E. Rich, ed. Simpson's Athabasca Journal 
(London: Hudson's Bay Record Society, 1938), p. 447. 


Loyer, louis 


Louis Loyer was a servant at Fort Assiniboine during 
i 
the winter of 1836-37. It is possible that he was the 


"Loyer"™ who was one of the crewmen of the express canoes 
Z 
under Edward Ermatinger in the fall of 1827. He may 


also have been the "Loyer" who brought to Edmonton 
3 
returns from Lesser Slave Lake in May 1833. He served. 
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in the Saskatchewan District during Outfit eel 
‘ Fort Assiniboine account book, 1836-37. 
‘ Edward Ermatinger, "York Factory Express Journal", 
By) wD: 
Edmonton post journal, May 25, 1833. 
4 


saskatehewan District Statement, Outfit 18435. 


McAulay, John 


John McAulay, a clerk, was in charge of Fort 
Assiniboine for the summer of POR? Before his time at the 
post, he served at Edmonton during the winters of 1857-58, 
1859-60, 1860-61, and 1861-62. He was in charge of Jasper 
House during the winter of 1858-59 and the summers of 1859 
and 1860. McAulay became a clerk in 1860 and, after his 
summer at Fort Assiniboine, continued to be Bie uiied at 
Edmonton or Jasper House. He was in-charge of the latter 
from the fall of 1862 through the.summer of 1864. . From the 
Fall of 1864 to the summer of 1867 he served at Edmonton 
during the winter and had charge of Jasper House during the 
summer. He served at Edmonton from the fall of 1870 through 
the summer of 171. By 1874 McAulay, still a clerk, was 
serving in the Athabasca District at Battle River post. He 
continued to be employed in this district until the summer 
of 1880 inclusive, and became a Junior Chief Trader in 
Outfit 1877. He was disposable in the Athabasca District 
during the winter of Qutfit 1875, and then was stationed at 
Fort. St. John for the follewing tworwinters..| He was 


stationed at. Red River post an Outfit 1878, bur his par- 


ticular place of employment in the Athabasca District for 
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OGtfie 18/9 waa not.stated inthe minutes of the Council 
of the Northern Department. McAulay's whereabouts for the 
next few years are unknown and he is not mentioned in the 
anovervmiorutess Tit as) possible that he left the Company's 
Services. (Ini Outiat 1864, still-a. Junior a Trader, he 


was appointed to the Cumberland District. 


Minutes of Council Northern Department, 1862. 
2 
1857-70. 


Ibid. , L85/=10705 “Also tdmonton post journal, 


Minutes of Council, Northern Department, 1872 - 
1884. 


McIntosh, William 


Chief Factor William McIntosh was in charge of Fort 
Assiniboine during the winter of deca McIntosh was 
born in 1784 at Grand Rapids and was at Lesser Slave Lake 
in the service of the North West Company in 1803. He was 
embroiled in the struggles between the two companies in 
the Athabasca and Peace River districts, specifically in 
the successful abrence of Fort Vermilion in 1815 against 
Hudson's Bay Company men under John Clarke. He became a 
Chiet Trader waitin the coalition an bez and a Cinvef Pactor 
i7vlezZ5. “Ne served at OUnVegal from 132) prior to has 
winter at Fort Assiniboine. After this winter of 1824-25, 
he was in charge of Nelson House (1825-1829), Cumberland 
House (1829-1832) and Dunvegan (1832-1834). He was 
afflicted with ill health and went on furlough until his 


2 
retirement in 1837. He died on February 16, 1847. 
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Rich, ed. Simpson's Athabasca Journal, p. 452. 


McMillan, James 


Chief Trader James McMillan was in charge of Fort 
Assiniboine during the winter of (epee McMillan was 
born. in, Scotland about 1783 and, entered, the service, of, the 
North West Company; in 1804 he was serving as a clerk in 
the Fort des Prairies department. McMillan served in the 
region west of the mountains. He worked with David 
Thompson during the period 1808-1812 in the Columbia and 
Was appointed a Chief Irader in the Columbia District at 
the coalition. He was on leave in 1823-24 and accompanied 
Sir George Simpson on his journey from York Factory to the 
Columbia and back in, 1824-25, the journey which: saw the 
arrangements made for the trail to be cut to Edmonton from 
Fort Assiniboine. While in charge of Fort Assiniboine 
MeMillan, in the autumn of 1825, surveyed the route from 
Jasper House to the head of the Fraser River. [This route 
became the one by which leather was transported to New 
Caledonia (the Leather or Yellowhead Pass). McMillan was 
transferred to the Columbia District in 1826 and led the 
express party, and New Caledonia party, through Fort 
Assiniboine that fall. He was made a Chief Factor in 1827 
and served in the Columbia District until the spring of 
1829, when he accompanied Simpson on his return to the 


east. He went on furlough to Scotland in 1829-30 and was 
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married. From 1830 to 1834 he managed, not too success- 
fully, an experimental farm at Red River Settlement. 
During Outfits 1834-1836 he served in the Montreal 
Department. He then went on furlough, and retired on June 
1961859 .% Heldied’ an, 1858., MeMillan, had two daughters. 

He also had a son, sien mentioned in the Fort 


Assiniboine journal as having brought horses from Edmonton 


to the post for the use of the brigades and express, in 


3 
Ene spring “of ass. He adopted two girls and a boy, 
4 
presumably natives; perhaps they were the children noted 
above. 
1 


Fleming, ed. Minutes of Council Northern Department, 
p. 109. Also Edmonton post journal, 1825-26. 


Fleming, Minutes of Council Northern Department, 
pp. 450-451. 


: Fort Assiniboine post journal, 1830-31. 
: Last will and testament of James McMillan, October 
DOG LOU I 


Parisien, Jean-Baptiste 


Along with Pierre Delorme, Parisien is the longest- 
serving Fort Assiniboine employee about whom we have much 


information. He began his service there in 1823 with the 
1 2 
construction’ of the post. He served as well in 1824-25. 


Thereafter his name is listed among those of the employees 
3 
at Fort Assiniboine during Outfits 1825-1833. Although 


the writing in the account book for that year is very 
difficult to read, Parisien is listed in 1832-33 as having 


4 
attained the rank of assistant interpreter. Parisien had 
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a large family, and departed with it in the spring of 1834 
> 
for Redekiver settlement. His son, Baptiste, however, 


did not leave. He remained in service and was employed at 
Fort Assiniboine in ee This son had served at the 
pestrin sOWt ti bS.4h8 26 ;018 50, xand ae He served in the 
Saskatchewan District during Outfits 1840 and 1843 as bea. 


‘ See Chapter l, p. 16. 


2 Fort Assiniboine Report on District, 1824-25. Also 
Edmonton post journal, 1825-26. 


$ Edmonton post journals, 1825-26, 1827-28, 1833-34. 
Also Fort Assiniboine post journals, 1828-29, 1830-31 and 
account books 1826-27, and 1832-33. 


: Fort Assiniboine account book, 1832-33. 
? Edmonton post journal, 1833-34. 
6 


Fort Assiniboine account book, 1836-37. 
Fort Assiniboine account book, 1832-33 and post 
journals 1828-29 and 1830-31. 

8 
1843. 


Saskatchewan District Statements, Outfits 1840, 


Renney, Antoine 


Antoine Renney was in charge of Fort Assiniboine 
1 
during the winter of 1874-75. He died while enroute to 
2 


Fort Edmonton with his winter returns, Renney had been 


in the Company's service for one year and was described 


as a steady old trader, who could live like an Indian. 


| Minutes of Council Northern Department, 1874. 
2 Edmonton Report, 1875. 
3 


Edmonton List of Servants, 1875. 
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Rennienr, Antoine 


Antoine Rennier was in charge of Fort Assiniboine for 


the winters of Outfits 1854-1856 and 1858, and the summers 
1 


of 1859 and 1860. He held the rank of interpreter. 
Rennier was also known as ag Previous ‘to .his 
service at Fort Assiniboine, Rennier had been employed in 
the Saskatchewan District during Outfits 1843, 1851 and 


1855. He was a middleman in 1843 and by 1855 had become 
S 


an Anterpretenr. 


t Minutes of Council Northern Department and Edmonton 
post journal, 1854-1860. 


“ Edmonton post journal, 1856-57. 


Saskatchewan District Statements, Outfits 1843, 
dis soja EP mel cops in 


Rowand, John Jr. 

John Rowand, Jr. was in charge of Fort Assiniboine 
during the winters of Outfits 1836-1837 and Pere 
No records are available=ror OutiatLoseebut he Vas pos- 
sibly in charge at the post during that year as well. 
Rowand was the mixed-blood son of Chief Factor John Rowand 
Sr., head of the Saskatchewan District from 1823 to 1854 
save for periods of furlough or Fe bias, John Rowand Jr. 
started as a postmaster at Rocky Mountain House in the 
winter of 1834-35. He was at Edmonton in the summer of 
ees He then was in the Company's service at Red River 
Settlement in 1835236. The summers of 1838, and 1840-42 
Rowand spent at Edmonton (1838) Cumberland (1840) and 


5 
Edmonton (1841-42). He was in charge of Cumberland House 
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from the fall of 1842 through the summer of 1843. Rowand 


spent the winter of 1843-44 in charge of Fort Pitt and the 


} 
following summer in charge at Edmonton. This pattern was 
8 
repeated from the fall of 1844 through the summer of 1855. 
2 10 


He became a clerk in.1837 and a Chief Trader in 1850. 


Rowand moved to the Red River Settlement with his wife and 
fed: 
family, where he died on March 23, 1865. 


} E.H. Oliver, The Canadian North-West, Vol. II, 
Moe i297, Olaf 18, 802. Blo, 


7 Riek, ed. Colin Rebertsan's Lettets pep ergo-2411. 
5 Minutes of Council Northern Department, 1834. 
+ 6.4 Oliver, The teenadian Nortilesdp (robert B, 
fica ah Lie 
: DDO eee LO Lig ciel gy Oo ony Oe es 
: Ibid., 839-840. 
/ Lid, 554056. 
A Minutes of Council Northern Department, 1844-1854. 
? E.H. Oliver, The Canadian North-West, Vol. II, 
ps. (62. 
ae Minutes of Council Northern Department, 1850. 
lil 


Last will and testament of John Rowand Jr., 1865. 
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Land Description 


Township Range Meridian 


61 


62 


63 


61 


62 


63 


61 


62 


63 


10887, 


9918". 
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Surveyors! 


14332, 


10886 


Appendix 6 


oD 


Survey Dates and Locations 
of Fort Assiniboine and 


Adjacent or Tributary 


Townships. 


Holmes Crossing 


Klondike City 


Fort Assiniboine 
Freeman River 


Topland 


Field Notebooks 10888, 
11454, 


SASS 295.5 


Settlement Name 


15329, 
10889, 


SUL VEY Date 


August) SL.) 1907 
September 8 - 
March 6, 1908-09 


September 6 - 
etober 7) 1212 


September 10 - 
November l/7, 
1908 


December 5 - 
February 9, 
1908-09 


September 3 - 
Oevoper: 12, 1912 


October 10 - 
November 12, 
1908 


December 14, 
1908 - February 
Be AO 


August 28 = 
November 16, 
OS 


10890, 
15327, 
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In the following appendix (Appendix 7), there are 
two columns for each township for each year. The column 
on the left refers to standard free homestead entries only; 
the column on the right refers to all other types of land 
entries in the district, namely purchases, transfers and 
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Appendix 8 


i 


Birthplaces of Applicants for Entry 


British Isles 


England eZ 
Ireland 1 
Scotland 10 


Scandinavia 


Sweden 5 
Norway 6 
Denmark - 
Finland 1 
Iceland 1 


See note 125. 


Belgium 

Germany 

Bohemia (Austria) 
Russia 

Canada 

Australia 

United States 


Holland 
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Appendix 9 


Previous Occupations of Applicants hore E WweEEy “ 


Farmers 88 
Labourers 6 
Teamsters by) 
Clerks B 
Nurses 1 
Physicians { 
Bakers 1 
Masons 1 
Carpenters 12 
Ranchers 4 
1 


See Note 125. 


Cooks 

Hotel Owners 

Miners 

Railroad 

Trappers 

Real Estate Agents 
Hardware Merchants 
Travelling Salesmen 
Financial Broker 


Machinists 
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